
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. Auv2stu8.

ODur contrtbutors.
F1-WTI' 11e 'AI>, AA' D llt.Rs

liv K\OO\ONIAN.

The battit ra.geti-on the plain ai Rcphidim, 'Moses
stooti on a nicighbouring lill wits the noti ai Got iii
lis liantis. Whieîî lic ieiti up) lis liants lsraci pre-
vaileti, wlien lie lowcred lus hantis Amsaick ,nait.
lcing liumin, like lesser inen, Nloses becaîne wcary.
lie ivas anc of the bcst mn tise ivorit ever r>aîv, but
the mîuscles n a gond nîaîî's amis relax even wh -,
tht>-are straînc in nu gond cause. Aan anti Hur
wcrc an tht iîill.top witlî Moses. Wliat did Aaron
anti fur do whien thcy s.-w ies becaîne wvcary ?
Thecy rolicti ovcr a good.sizeti signe anti toiti hiun ta
sit ispon it se tisai lie coulti ait tht better -kep his
hantis up andi stcatiy. Saie opie wosîid have taken
a stane anti thrawn it al1 Moses because he ditin't keep
lus bantis stcady. Tiat is the way ilhq' woulti have
helpeti huis. That wsas net the style oi Aaron anti Hur.
'%VIen Moses %vas scateti waî titi Aaran anti Iur do?
Diti cy stand off anti say: " Now we'll watclNI oses;
if lie can hioideup his bantis himscli anti strsugglc
through ant veli sny lie is a goond nmai, but if lie
tan't get througis atone let iimn sin'k?" No, that was
flotwh.t thcy did. Not havinglhati tire b.uneit ai tht
examipie ai sornie modern Christians thicy didn i cktiow
how ta (Io suds a chivaîrous tlîing as tisat. Diti thcy
shout : "-Moses, >-ou are a fiîlure, you are not the
man we tool, you ta be wbca yau becaîsie aur leader ?"'
No, tbey didn't do that entiser. l)sd tiy mun down ta
the plain anti sncak, around atamong tise captains anti
say ."lIt is ail tht inuIt oi MNoscs ?» Not tic>-. Diti
tliey caîl a ncecting in sanie quiet corner on the plain
anti pass this restitution : IlMoveti by Aaron anti
secondeti by Hur, thsat inasmuch as it is a matter af
prime imeortance Oiat tise Amaiekites bc deféateti,
anci inasuiuch as 'Moses, aur icader, s flot able te holti
Up his hauts all day wîtiîout any hlep, be it resoivet
tisai the saiti',ates bc rcqucsîcd te cansider the pro-
pricty ai rcsigning for tIse glory ai Gat anti tise goond
of the cause?" No, ticy didn't "%wlscrcas anti re-
salie 1' any:iîing about it. Diti tlicy get up a petition
askung NM oses ta resign, anti carry it arounti aniong
the camp foiiowcns, cowands in tise rear, canici drivers
anti gencrai hangers-on, anti by coaxing anti misrc-
presentation induce these uvorthy anti intelligent Chris-
tian people ta sign it ? No, Aaron anti Hum didn't
know that trick. Dîid thicy stand off anti say: "l Vc
ton't wash ta takec any nciî>onsibuluty. If we tak-e any
part anti tise battIc is last tlien wc may gel blamed.
WVc can't takeso nîucls nespoissbîhity ?» No. Aaran
andi Hur uverne lt "sait mista" ins tiuat sense Tht
Cisurch in tise uvlderness su-as flot biest with as inany
sait men as tise Church in Lanada. Whiat titi Aaron
anti Hum do? Wisy tlscy simply went up te tiseir
leader anti tooti "ont on tise anc sude, anti tie oitrer
an thc athe; site," anti lsid hiii lands stcady until
tise lait blow suas struck anti tise last Ansalckitc triven
off tht fildit. Blessings an tht Anrons anti Houns 1

Aaron anti Hum wuîit have dont splendid service
ini tht citienship. Perlîaps thcy w«ere eiders anti that
may accouai for tise layai anti practical wa-y in whlich
they F- iod by their minister. It is liard te say su-lat
Aaron anti Hur usiglît have sisouglit about tIse deceaset
wifc's sister, or Romnish ordination, or a collegc ai
madenators, or other nitters ai tisat kind, but along-
sitie af a lsarti.worked, wcary minuster sliey wouid bc
worth as much as an alerage Gentmal Asseussbly. A
sessien campe seti of Aarosîs anti Hurs is s-atis nmore
ta tht Churcîs titan Drumnîontis ncw book. No z.subt
Aaron anti Mur wcrc mca ai prayer. Buot iliy din't
,go round behint tise hill ta pray anti lcas'c Moses
aioe. 1%s tlsey watchcd tise iattlc an tIse plains no
doubt tie> isîtntaily ask-et tise Gati ai battiks ta riee
the ams anti cheer the hennis af the troopi. Blut they
-heldtiup tise hantis ai Maoses at the saine trne. Aaron
anti Hum wcrc sensible men. Thcy bei eu-ct in prayer
but tbey bclicu-ctin uu-ark .:s wti. Tiîey sawthat tht
pressing anti iimcdiatc duty su-as ta Isoit op tht hants
ai Maies andti îey beiti tisen up bnavciy.

A young minister suas once settleti over a cangrega-
tion in tise Preibytenian Cisurcis ai tht Unitedi States.
.Agond deai iras expecteti frani tise Ilntw man 't-
wbal ncw mnan is net cxpectcd ta do impossible things ?
-but thc expectatians were net ail reaimet. Instead
ai helping hlm mosî ai tise ciurch officers stooci off
îp14 wI.tched li strugglc- -the way A,%rQn jijý J

ditin't do. Disappointcci expectations gresv inta open
ciissatisf-sction andt a catucus usas cedt belsinti tise
usinistes's back tn consider tire situation. Sevenii sug-
gestions su-cn malle, uslien a live Yanikee, who prob-
nbiy Isat misae gi-oct titan tIse otiicrs. rose andi sait :
"llwume tAti we priryfor the yotingmann and hedp hipm!'
Tise nesalution isasîcti anti usas faitlsfully acteti u1son
.anti froits tîsat cvening foi-uanti the congregation fleur-
isliet. The discon ten tet' parties tunet Anrans anti
liuns anti tIse Lord's wonk wcnt on tniumpisantly If
cvcrybody in ail denoinissations tîsat iisitate judas
anti lslîniacl weîult stop anti begin a vigoirons imita-
lion oi Aaron anti Mur sse mih sonlave thte it
lenium.

TUYE liENEIICTION.

U5V 11EV. A. WILSON.

Tlîc giu'ing anti receiving ofa blessing in tise patni-
archal age was ai freguent occurrence. Miiieik
Ilpriest ofitîe most Higs Goti," blesseti Abraip; Isaac
blessed Jacob, anti firein tht condîsct on this occasion
botta ai Jacob anti Esau inay bc learnet tise valut that
%vas in tIsi days placeti opon the patriancisai biessing.

WVlien tise visible cisurch ofiGat usas fully arganizeti
unden a ionrser dispensation there su-as a special in
oi biessing tise people givcn-a fornu ai hIenediction
appointet abcusetiby tht priest. It isas follows:
Tht Lard biess tice, anti kecp thet ; the Lard malce
His fatce shine upon thet, atntibe graciaus unto thet;
the Lord lift op his counitenauce upon thet, and give
tisc pence," Num. Vi. 24-26. TIhis w-as no astre forni ;
wi'cu receiveti by fa-ith tire grace significti therein wvas
iunpar-tct ta tise recipients, " anti tbcy," inys Jehovais,
" shahl put îny nisse upon tise chultinen ai Israci anti 1
wsilI bicsstheni." There is nothing about this formai
benediction given by Jeisovah anti ta bc useti oniy by
tIse pnicîts ai a propitiatary character. It wsas flot,
tisrefere, peculiar ta tht office ai a pnicît. I was anr
officiai act thist coulti flot be dont by any suha suer-
not la tht office ofithe pricithooti; yeî there is notbing
la &h nature ai it ta show that il w-as peculiar ta thsat
office.

Ilence il wouid net bc unreasanabît ta expcl that
us- ssaulti fund-ti a authonizeti fori-n ai benediction
under this duspensantion ai anc anti the saine covena-nt
ofigmace. On turning ta the Ncw Testament, we do
finti tisat a ionni ai blessing was cmuio>-cd by tire
aposties. It is glu-ca in full at tise enti ai PauI's
second Ictter ta tise Cornhiakns. "'Te gmace ai tise
Lard Jesus Chrnist, anti tht lau-c of Gat, anti tht coin-
munion ai tht Haiy Gliait, be usitis yeu ail, Anien."
WThite tht autusard foai is différent, a careful coin-
panison ai these tus- beniedictions ssill cicaniy shows
that for substance they arc tise saine. TIse secondi
blessing la tise Christian benediction ansss-rs ta anti
embmaces ahi that is containeti in the firit ai tht Jcw-
iii. Tise finît in tise Christian ansîsers te tise second
in the Jcsih. Anti tIse third ini the former answcrs
ta the tisird ia the latter.

The apostolic benctiction appears in seu'crai otîser
episties than Paul's Secanti ta the *Caninthinns, tut ln
an abritigeti fonsi. ltii bigisy probable that it uvas
useti by the aposties anti others net anly la lettcrs ta
tise churcises, but aise in the assemblies ai Got's
people usheu coanctie for Mis uuorsisip. There ap-
pears, hosuever, ta be no record ai tise way la wshicb iî
passeti nto use in tht public assembies ofiChristians;
but as tise carlicît liturgies contain it, anti as the sub-
stance, anti eu-ca tht full ionm ai il occuns canstantly
la tht patnistical atidresses te Christian indus-iduais
anti churches freni tht aipostîts doi-ms, it must have
becn adopteti an auihanity ai uaquesîioaabie vaiity.
"lti fot improbatble," says a us-iter, "that thctaposties
uset il noa lesi in tht public assembly tisca in epus.
tolamy carrespoadence ; andti hat it passeti from the
apostolic age inta the subsequent tinses as an estab-
lisheti in ai bicssing, agreabIe ta tht spirit ai
Clînistian faiti antiwsorship. Our authonlty for uîing
the ceremnony nuay bc saiciy presumeti ta be apostolic,
anticsrcfore divine, hi must, isence, bc cansidencti
as hsaving a sacreti import. It is flot ahs empty cent-
mony ; not a nice siga ofikint i shues on the part ai
tire leader ai divine usorsiiip, for tht spiri tuai edifica-
tien ofithe people ; but like preaciiing, prayer, sacreti
sang, anti the sacraments, il has a deep spiritual
signîficance, anti su-en properly useti, an efl'sc.-cious
power, tbraugb tht Hoiy Spirh, far Christian edifica-
lion." i is hence ai gi-ct importance that tht nature,
design anti proper use ai tîsis benediction bc rightiy:
.inç wçli uitdcnstood

As a contribution ta tIs cnd 1 huinbly offler thc
following obser-vations:-

i. It shauti nlot be rcgarded as n ilcrc forni of dis-
tnissing a worshipping nsseînbly. Tisat it caes lInt
in the serv'ices of tise sanctuary is net dictcrmilncd by
anytlîing in its nature as in tise sentimnsct it ex.
presses or in the cffcct it is intendccl ta produce.
It docs nlot appear that the bcnediction givcn ta bit
u5ed untier a past dispensation was uscd nt tire close
of public services or uiseti as a terni of disinissing
the people. It %vas a forni of public blessing, nppoint-
cd as a part of divine service. l'ie apostolic bene-
diction auglit se ta bc eniployed i j the 'Christian
churcli. It is n solcmln andti phatic forni of pro-
nounicing n blcssing in tire nime of the Lord -,po.n
tise People, in thc jiroper use ai which inucu gondi may
corne Ia Goti's believing people.

2. 1it oughit flot ta bc rcgardeti ts a pirayer. Any
ane loaking nt it will at once sec that it is not, whien
used, addrcsscd ta Goti, but ta the people, nd that it
is flot n farin in which bath people and minister imite
in ofrcring ta Goti. But that lie who pronouinces it is
in thc attitude iniistcriafly ai the giver by divine
autluority, antirh people upen syluam it is pronounccd
-irc in the attitude of recipicuits of tht blessing. "IThe
grace cf aur Lord Jcsus Christ, and the love af God,
and tise commuunion ai the Hoiy Ghost, bc ith yeu
ail, Amien. " Te J cwish Il igs Pricst was cotmanded
ta blcss tic people in thre mimne cf tise Lord, andi this
was tg be anc ai the ways af putting thetraime cf the
Lord upous the people, and, also, anc af the ways af
imparting I-is blessing ta thenm. This was flot a
sacerdotal function, inapprapriate ta the Christian
ministry ;but like any ailier service, properly minis-
tenial, as, for instance, in dispcnsing the sacraxnents.
i was fulilling an office îvhichi conveyed a biessing ta
thc f.titbiui. Sa likewise thc Christian beniediction
is nlot a prayer addrcsscd ta Goti by the niinister or
the mninstcr andi people united, but a forni ai blessing
atidresseti te tIse people. -Il Be wi'h you al4" arc the
last wvords )uf it. Sorme ministers art indeed se
rnodcst as ta change tise you inta us, test I suppose,
any shouiti think therc was cny virtue in theniselves
which ai th enselvcs ticy coult i ipanu ta oth ers. But
ail Protestants bclievc in the doctrine af aur Confes-
sion ai Faith %%hich wiil app>- as wcii ta pnonouncing
the benediction as dispensing the sacraments, mamely,
Il The gruce whicb is exliib)ited in or by the sacra-
ments, nightiy used, is flot conferreti by any power in
thent ; neitier doth the efflcacy of a sacranient
depenti upon tire piety or intention of him that doth
atininister it, but t-pon thc work ai the Spirit, andi the
%vord of institution, wbich cantains, logether with a
precept aut1îorizin.z the use tiscof a prtinise af bene-
fit ta worthy ne-ceivcn&" If %ve niake use of this bene-
diction at ail, wiîat righî have we ta change anc word in
it for another ? and if we do it in this case why nlot
in another ? WVhy flot in tire case af iiaptismn say,
I lV baptize thie,» or in dispcnsing tht Lord's

supper, why flot tumn the second personal pranauns,
given in the scriptural fanm inta the flrst anti say as
often as -ze cat this breati andi drink, this cup we do
show thre Lord's dcath tili Hc came? Which, h cm-
phatically ask, is the niait proper and the niast
modest, ta take this unwarrantabic liberty witlî God's
word, or ta use, as God's servants in the discharge of
the functiozss of aur office with wlsich tbcy have been
investcd, the vcry words, anti noa other than the very
ivords, îvhich God himsclf bas gii-cn ta bc useti? Most
assurediy, the latter is the more modest ai the two.

3. Again, it is an official act ta pranousice ibis
benediction. Hence, those who take upen thcmsclves
ta pronounce tht beniediclion who arc not in tise office.
ai the gospel ministryassume aposition anti duscharge
a duty ta which they arc flot calleti anti for whicb they
have ne warrant. In l3aird'r. Digest of thc Acts, etc., ai
the supreme judicatary oi the Presbytcrian Churcb in
the Unitedi States, it is stateti, IlThe beniediction is an
authoritative biessing ai tire people ai Goti in tht
name af Christ. Strictly it can be pronoxinceti by
nonc but ordaineti ninistens ai Christ ; " anti in Dr.
J. A. Hodgc's Preshytenian Law, as deincti by the
Church Courts, il is stateti ta bc anc ai the dutics. orthe
office of tise einiister ta biess the people, Vet we bave
known inymcn ta assume this position andi pronaunce
this benediction. It senis ta nie if they at ail under-
sîood i nftture and design they would abstain Iram
bath. None but Aaron ant ibis sons andi their suc-
cessors in c4fice were authoizeti ta pronrounce the
JeWsh benediction upon the people. Moses 'se
ffighly tliQsjurçd servant ai Goti anti Lawgiver af
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