3kt . To ]’ul.s the N
may give his .opinion as to whether .
the maintenance -of the Carmelite
nunnery is desirable, even .on be- °
half of the Church itself. You
will be pleases to- inform me us
soon: as .possible -of tha 'prelate’s -
reply as well as. your own!views.

But.first'of all I desireto know:at.

‘

Ninth—DBishop of Rome.

[October,

once if, in yout judgment, any rea- -
sone can’.be urged : '1gamst the im-
mediate" mthdmwﬂ of the allow:
ance.. In case noné such exist the

- imperial government believes itselr
bound to: sbop the; payment fox th-
wmh »

) 'l‘O PlLb 'lHE l\IVTH——BISHOP OF ROM’E

In your 'Encychc Letter, dat‘ed
Sept. /13, 1868, you invite <« all:

Protestants” to “enbrace the op- '

portunity” presented by the Coun- -
cil sammoned to méet in *he city
of Romé during *h? m n*h of De-

cember of the 'current_‘iyea:", to

“« réeturn to the only fold,” intend-
‘ing thereby, ds the connection im~
phes, the- Roman-Catholic Church.'-
That letter tias been Broughtto e

notice of ‘the two Gene1a1 ‘Assem-

- blies of -the Presbyterian Church
in the United States of America:
Those Assemblies répresent neally
five thousand ministérs of the gos-
pel; and o still” Lrger number -of
Churdstian congregations. ©

- Believing, as we ‘do, that itis the

will of Christ:that His:Church on °

earth should be one; and recog:

nizing the duty of doing’ all we:

consistently: ¢an to promote Chris- *

tioh charity and fellowship, we'

deein it right to say in few words -
why we czmnof, comply with yous
invitation; or participate in the de-
liberations of ‘the approaching
Council., = CEE
-1t is-mot becausé ‘we- réject ary
article of the Catholic faith. -We
are not‘hereticss we receive all the
doctrines- contained: it the ariéient
symbol known as the- Apostles’

Cxeed weé' 1eo"ud as" ‘consistent
w1t]‘1 bcupture thie' doctrinal deci--
siohs of the first six ‘(Ecumenical
Councils; and because of that cone
sistency -ive receive those decisions
as éxpréssing oul’ own faith,  We
bélieve the doctrines of the Trinity
and perdon of Clnist, as those doc-
- {rines dr’s set foVth by the’ Couneil’:
of ‘Nice. "4, D. 3255 by that of-
Chﬂﬂeuon A D 451 s and by
that of Constantmople, A.D. 680 ’
"AWith the whole Catholic Chuxch,
théreiore, we believe ‘that theieare *
three persons in the Godhead, the
Father, the Son, and the - Holy
Ghost ; and:- that- these thrée are
* one’ God the siiﬁxejn‘substance'é.nd
equal in powet and glory. -
- We believe that the Eterna] Son
of ‘God becamé man, by ‘taking to
himself” a true body and a réason-’
ablé soul ;'ahd so was; and .con-
tifives-to be both God md man, in"
two distitidt natnies, and one person
forever. - We believé that our Liord
and Saviolr Jesus -Ghrist is ‘the
Prophet of God, whose teachings
wé -are bound’ to receive, and‘_iix’
whose proniis€s we confide. He
is-the High Priest -6f <6ur _profes--
sion, Whose fnfinitely meritoricus -
satisfaction tc divine Jusnce, and

* whose "ever-prevalent intercession -




