
HE PROSPECT 0F A MORAL INTERREGNUM.

British ambassadlor at Constantinople,
respecting the Bulgarian massacres: ' We

mnay indeed and we must feel indignant
at the needless and monstrous severity
with wbich the Biîlgariafl insurrection
was put down : but the necessity which

exiats for England to prevent changes
from occurringr here which would be most4

detriniental to ourselves is not affected
bv the question whetbier it was te» thou-

sand or twenty thousand persona who

perished in the suppression. We have
been upholding what we know to be a

seîni-civilized nation, liable uinder cer-

tain circumastances to be carried into

fearful exceasea; but the fact of this hav-

ijuat now been strîkingly brought
home to us cannot be suffhcient reason
for abandoning a policy which ia the only

one thbat can be followed with due regard
to our 0W» intereats.' Pitt would have

repudiated the sentiment. and probably
ceased to employ the ambassador. Bt

Sir Henry Eliot had a great body of

Britishi opinion with him. The journal
wbich la the great organ at once of A gnos-

ticism and aggrandizement confidently
threatened with national scorn and in-

dignation any governiment which, merely

becauise the Turks had been guilty, as it

confeased they had, of 'loathsonie cru-

elty,' should shif t the ground of English
policy, which had for its ruling principle

' the irrepresaible struggle for empire.'

The practical deduction coheres per-

fectly with the principle thus avowed ;i
and what is the irrepressible struggle

for empire but evolution and natural

selection applied to international rela-
tions?

Perhaps some subtler indications of

evolutioniat influence may be discerned.
There seema to prevail i» the treatment
-of history and politica not only an in-

,creased impartiality and comprehensive-
ness, the happy offspring of science, but

what may almoat be called a furore of

cynical mioderation. Enthusiasm, self-

sacrifice, heroism, if they are to continue

to exiat, must be proNided with new ali-

ments; they have hitherto certainly been

fed by the belief that he who should lose

bis lif e in a good cause would in some

lorm or other gain it. Yet without en-

thu siaam, self-sacrifice, heroism, how

-could humanity have been nerved for its

grandest efforts, or saved f rom its great-

est perilsi?
China is without any real religion; she

is thoroughly positive; and she is simply

conservative of the prescrnt, especially of

the existing political and social order,
without thought of progress: the worship
of ancestors seenis to consecrate that
idea. It la to something of this kind that
the line on which materialists are mov-

ing seems to us really to tend. A hive of

huma» bees is, we believe, the avowed
ideal of aomc social philosophera. In the

routine life of Ohinese induatry, sub-

mitting to almost mechanical laws, with-
out refiection or a.spiration, we have a

hive of huma» bees.
The world is in no dangyer of another

Peloponniesiail war, or of a repetition of
the convulsions of the fifteenth and six-

teenth centuries ; but it ia in conaider-

able danmer of a desperate conflict be-

tween different classes of society for the

good things of that which people are

comingy to believe is the only world. la

it likely that the passions of such a con-

flict will be controlled by any motive de-

rived from scientiflo definitions of evo-

lution ; by any consideration connected
with the rythm of motion, the instabil-

ity of the homogeneous, or the multi-
plication of effecta î Force is force, and

ita 0W» warrant : 80 the atrong will say,
and upon thia principle they will act in

thue struggle for existence and for the

enjoyments of existence ; they will be
reatrained only by something to which.

force must bow, and which no alembic,
apparently, can extract from, force it-
self.
P Renan and others of bia achool scent

danger from the operation of their criti-

dasm on the minda of the common people,
in whoge ideas they know that morality
is bound up with religion. They pro-

pose, accordingly, that the clergy shall

keep up religion for the masses, leaving
the select few to think as they please.
A pleasant element in a moral civiliza-
tion would be a clergy 80 conscious of
the fraud which it waa practiaing, on the
ignorant as to grant letters of exemption
from belief to the learned ! Lt la too late
for populus vit deci.pi. The people will

have no lies. Mechanica are alive to the
state of the case, or to aIl that la moat ma-
terial i» it, not leas than M. Renan him-
self. Neediesa disturbance of vital belief
is to be deprecated on grounds higher
than the aelflsh, fears of wealth and lit-
erary fastidiousnes; but good neyer
came of trying to blindfold any one.

A lesa Jesuistical plea for caution might
be founded on the present state of the in-
quiry and the novelty of the situation,
if we could here presuime to enter on so
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