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A CURIOUS UNIVERSITY CUSTOM.

O T ALL the curious customs of university students, from
the duels of Germany to the cime rushes of the Uinted
States, there s none more marvelous than the annual election
“aserapStasits called, ot Toronto University, Many distin
muished people have saerticed then rest for the express purpose
of witnessing s winque struggle—icluding  statesmen,
authors, actors, and journabists, who have happened to e m
Toronto on the night of * the serap ™. and all ine agreed that
itiswithout paradlel in the universities of the world. A ghinee
at the accompanying ilustration will convnee the teader that
the custom is an add one.

Toronto stndents vather pride themselves on thar twhue
leney. Mmost every Hallowcen they hive s bout with ther
nataral enemics, the police. But it is in Maorch that the annual
clections of the Univasity Literary Souety tide place. For

many yars the studants have been divided mito two parties,
To define the basis of division would be o hard tash, but the
division exists, and year after year, under changng party
names, and with varying war-eries, the hostile camps fight it
out in deadly combat. Student partics lzid their origin in the
old days, when 2 large pereents J
the students of Toronto Pniversity
lived in residence. These were **the
cleet,” the representatives of wealth
and social influence : allother students
were regardad as outside the saered
pade. And so twa factions sprang up
~the “iside” and e “outside”
parties, they were called. Although
the conditions of those days hane
changed entirely, the two parties have
heen perpetuated. Thar names have
been changed i dozen tanes, but some
of the original characteristies of cach
still remain.

Betore the annualelectioneach party
organizes what is facetiousty called o
*moral suasion ™ committee, Ml the
biggest and  strongest men in the
party are placed an this committee.
It is their duty, if possible, to take
and keep pussession of the door of the
polling booth on dection mght, and
to permit only friendly voters toenter.
As there are always two such com-
mittees, the result is afight for pos-
session of the door. The struggle is
rood-natured, butitisterrific. Clothes
are ruthlessly torn to shrads, and the wmen then anoint than
selves with vaseline to prevant their opponcncs from getting a
zood grip on arms and shoulders. s o rule, the struggle is
kept ap from s o'clock pan, the hour of opanng the poll, untal
after midnight, and somcetimes it has raged all night. No one
gets angry, although everyone is vary much in Girnest

Needless ta say, the result of the dection deponds Targely on
the comparative efficieney of the contending **moral suasion™
committees.  The accompanying photograph shows the com-
hatants after the battle.

- of

THOS. EDISON'S TICKER.

\ HEN gold was sold as merchandise in Wall Street. New

York, during the Civil War and immediately following
it, the transmission of quotations to the oflices of bankers and
brokers was an important part of the business of the telegraph
companies, and attempts had been made to send ont these
quotations by means of instruments, Edison’s first practical
work displaying his inventive genius was shown in his con-
struction, soon after his avrival in New York, of 2 ticher™
which was the pioneer of the present stock indieator. When

the maodel machine wits completed Mr. Edison offered to sell it
to o syndicate of Wall Street wmen, and had uerved himselt” to
ash $3,000 for the right to use it When, however, he was
asked what he would take for the instrument his conrage
failad i and he said, instead, *What will you offer 2
Aflter consultation he was asked if he would accept $H,000,
and the amazed inventorstammered that the som * would do.”
While the necessary contracets were heing drawn Mr. Edison
heeame suspicious that something must he wrong, so that
when the cheque was put in his hands he determined to cash it
at once. Upon his reaching the bank the paying teller
amined the cheque closel id then said something to My,
Edigon which, owing to his deafuess, he did not hear. The
tetler repeated his vemark, and, as My Edison sull did not
unclerstamd him, handed back his cheque. Mr Edison was at
List comvineed that he had made a bhad bargaun, the \Wall
Strcet men having his signed contract and hie only a0 worthless
picee of paper. He says now that if any one had offered him
asmadl sum of money for the cheque he would promptly have
sald it

On his returning to the office of the syndieate it was

eaplained to him that the teller had probably been insisting
that he must be identified, qund a cerk from the office was
sent with lnm for that purpose. After he had been identified
the paying teller ashed him how much of the amount he wished
wcash. Mr. Edison says that, as the money had been vefused
him onee, e did not propose to take any further chances, so
he replied, 1 want it all” The teller then handed him alarge
mmmber of packages of bills, and Mr. Edison filled first the
inside pockets of his coat, then those on the outside, next the
inside pockets of his overcoat, and then the outside pockets of
the overcont. Lastly, he wrapped the remaining pareels in a
newspiper and carvied the lot home.

This was his first real start as asuceessful inventor.

QUATRAIN.

IN adumb world, we mortals, deat and Hlind,
Grope through the mystery in hope to find
An Immortality, and, scorning life,
Waste it to leave an omply same behing,
—ALnErT PHiLes,



