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few days reflection 1 decided to try again.
I -went to Newv York and bouglit an In-

ternational Stamip Album and was advised
to get a philatelie paper. 1 got eue and
then subscribed for fifteen of them and
begani to lean more, about mny stamips. I
arn niow buying fron teoit deaiers ev'ery
rnonth zi nd exchaing,,iç stamps and. coupons
witli ifty persolis besides.

.Most of tho <lealers advertise 331ý% and
50% oit and prices rnarked iower than cat-
alogue. If yon buy a starnp catalogued
$20.O00 and take it to a deaier lie offers you
$2.Ou for it, so I camne to the conclusion
that the catalogue inust bie a hiumbug.

The best stamps I have received have
hicen throughl cxcliangiîîg I receiveci a

13 cent and a 5 cent -1lawaiiian Islandîs
1S51-1S5:2, w'hielh I understand are V'ery
valu,îble, anid also a full set of Docinen-
tary staînps, series 1898, and I must con-
fess that the exehanges arc more hionest
than the dlealers. Ail in ail you must go
through somne pretty lbard luck wh en a
Person is crookcd.

On one of my days off, I was introduced
to a philatelic writer, and i thouglit that,
this was iny chance to learn ,:oniietliiig
about stamnps, but, to my surprise lie did
niot have twcîîty-five dollars %vorth rcf
stamps in lis album and still tlîat saine
mnan ivili have the nerve to write articles
on stamps. Once I tried at newv scheiee.
1 answvered tvo ads of dealers selling
ioreign stanips of the saine series, unused.
One set cost $1.00 and the other $06.00. I
sent them, te a friend in the place where
the stamps came frein te have thomn tested.
When he presented them te the officiaIs
they wvere geing te, imûrisen him for hiav-
ing counterfeit stamps in his possession.
1 reeeived the genuine set back which cost

one dollar. The other wvas kept by the
goverinent. I was out $6.00. TMien I
thouglît of the old saying, "Wiîat fools
these mortals lie."

I have nowv over four tlîousand vaxieties,
but I find it is ne pleasant task te discover
the difference between a counterfeit aîid a
genuine stamp. A person must lie tetuper.
ate aîîd have patience and then lie cai see
the briglît side of philateiy. I arn new
gcttimg along first class witli the aid of the
phulatelic papers. I can new tell the diff-
erence betw'een lithiographied or engraved
staînips, takze the paper off Nvithîout daîinag-
ing the stamp, and. pick out any shade.
Colleeting lias aIse learne(l ne a, great deal
about geugîaiphy, hîibtury an(i counitiîig iii
fereigmi languages. A. short tinie ago I
statrted ten yeiîîg mcii and girls in stanmps
by giving thein each 250 stainps. If ahi
advanced îîhilatelists woul <le the saine
an(l have patience andl teacli the beginner,
wvo would îiot have se inany fake deaIers
wvitlî big ci>flays iii the phiilatelic papers,
but more lioîiet ones. Thîey are net iii it
for the benefit of their hiealth but for goîd.
If thiere were more lionest daesvewouid
have more collectors as when they get
'-bit" onîce tlîey generaliy give up colleet-
inir.

The next tlîing I noticed -%vas societies.
It appears te nie that in îiany cases a
dealer buys a book, charges ton cents in-
itiation fee and places yeur naine in the
book, thoen for 25o or 50c a year yen are
entîitled te aIl rights and privileges. In
the first place the olficers and members do
net k-now one anether. The President
may live in California, the Secretary in
Washington, the Sales Supt in Illinois,
etc. When couid they get tegether and
have a meeting! I arn a member of the


