Seeking the Christ-Chind,
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Thoe wooed Brarve of @ oweet b 1
*Warth v, o n
Ashine, Uiy meme propaie,

For Chaist, the Lowd, thss day shall be thy 2uest,

©Wath e, Aedine the he avenly messrs hendd,
A Boly Loatsh tedl on her heat arid baooe,
Aivd thans tonn i,
She whispetod fow,
CPadan b prosce shadb e ghad this place?

Lo ¢ hout~ <he watched ol wiole she bont her e,
Aand thins’ the twaibight steained hier eazer sahit,
A tdow rossad the floor,
Anlat thesdom
A narbenved kel e geod <hodtor from the ight,

Wit A e owo ot b de bimady ceest,
Wt b and foar ot wae within bed ety
N thouht or ey e
Fhe sweary child eonld spore.
Al wath unacions ahins bade hing depart

T hen sl lenly the chililish form was changald,
Amd with a look that smote her ke v sword -~
All fair and bright,
In robes of sibvery white -
1e turned and wad, * Adme, hehold thy Lonl?

« And while with trembling hads hey face <he bd,
The g oy Taded that throwgh the plave b i shone
The sheen of pinjons fur
Swept thro' the silent air,
Amd i the twilizght dun she stosil adone,

sxtill for the master's coming Addine waits,
But help from those wha nead no nore withlolds,
For, eyermore
Tl whio seek hier door,
Asline the im e of her Lond beholds.”

Tiis quaint little legend, so sweetly told in the
verses | e quoted, is repeated in many lau-
guages, and the tradition lingers, though in differ-
ent forms, in all nations who have head the story
of the Christ child.

The Rux tan peasants believe that an old woman
- ~the Baboushka  was at work in her honse whes
the wise men from the Bust prssed on their way to
find the child

w Cowe with us,” they said; “we have seen his
star in the Bast, and go to worship him.”

w1 will come, but not now,” she avswered,
“] hue wy house 1o sot in order; when that i
done, T will follow and find him”

Bat wien her work was done, the three kings
had pssed ou their way across the desert, and the
st shone no move in the darkened heuvens,  She
never saw the Christ-child, but she is living and
senveling o bim still. For his sake she takes care
of all lttde children, It is she who, in Russian
and ltalian houses, 18 bélieved to fill the stockings
and dress the tree on Christinas morning.  The
childien are awakened by the call, “See, the Da-
boushka I and spring up, hopiug to cateh a glimpse
of her before she vanishes,  She faneies, the tradi-
tion goes, that in each poor little ove whowm she
warins amll feeds she may find the Christ-child
whnin ghe neglected ages ago.

Very likely, as we vead or listen to these simple
fables, which, though Jditferent, are at heart the
same old story of neglected bappiness, because of
the work and warry of our daily lives, or of ambi-
tion which cannot see oar Lord in the stmple ves
tare of u littlo child, we feel us of they were not
for us; that the prose and hurry of bur duily lite
ke the world a very diflevent place from what it
was in the misty, wonderful “long ago,”
Christ was a living preseuce aongs men.

The Baboushka, looking cut, saw the light of a
miraculous star stremming across the desert, and
kings on their way to him beaving raval gifts  We
faney that if such wighty pvvels bud ever told us
of him we would not have waited to finish our
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guichest way o towch s hand st expeeind
weasott is ta tind the chilibbenr the hunany, eold,
i fredpiess babies, that wait fur us i every alley,

b ANebhine woting for o Linghy guest, conld not cee
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the child Saovran, The Babouwshka the
Christ cdald i eve ry ittle one, cmi.\' to he (]ibﬂ,ll-
peanted, uf we ol pat be \lisnmmintv(i, Ie

b told ue that owe <l find L in the least of
Cthese Bis bnetloens And thus bis presence, unseen
"hut foitin eveny seene, wiil hallow our Chiistiuas-

tide, aned Dty bome to every et the hope that—

< He who wast bop and erndled in o manger,
And wladdened our poor e v th with hope and rest ;
0, bost petov el vome not as o steabget,
But tary, Lovd, cur frend and Christmas Guest,”
© Of sueh is the kingdon of heaven,”
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Peace, Goodwill to Men,

Lo, the shiepherds watch were keeping
Oer thei flocks by mght s

Swift and silent came the augel,
Glorious with light.

Sing; ulowd the joyful chorus,
Peace, goodwill to men .

Glon s, glovy in the highest !
shout it back again.

** Fear ve not.” said he, ** for tidings

Glotious 1 bring

Unto you is born & Savionr,
Jesus Chust, your King.”

Jovful, then, they bowed lafore him,
Cradled mthe stall—

We wondd adso brng our tribute
Crown him King of all.

Al the world must know the story,
Josne e to saoe

Tell it to the high and lowly,
Over land wid wave,

- B e and

Stamps.

Wantee's gindpa lves inan old-fashoned farm-
howse, with four great square tooms lelow, and
four squate chambers above, with a wide wrigt
over the whiole,

The upper hall lins never been papered, and in
the plastering, close to the nig wall-post of the
baiusters, is the plainly stamped peint of o Hith
hend.,  Defore the plaster had havdened, after being
spread, sowe little Loy or girl erept up-stairs, and
reached on the wall to pat the smooth, dnp sur-
face, and left in the soft plas.eving a deep pring of
therr hand,

Perhaps no one found the stagup till the wal had
grown s hard it conld not be smoothed, and in all
the cighty years smee grandpa's house was built
the pring of those little fat fingers has been on the
hall wall.

Oue day grandia found Walter standing on
tip-toe trying to pross the print of lis chubby litik
hand in the wall, closs to the muark that that old
little boy or girl had left so wany years before:
it hie conld not 3 the wall was as hard as a white
rock.

In their good night talk that night, grandwa
“toll Walter that though it was %00 lute for him to
print & stamip of his hand in the hard v lis o
geandpa’s old house, that he was leaving stataps of
Limself on people’s winds and bearts every day,
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Stamyps thet woulb ls oo 4 dopser than the print
v hath

wiath
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slow 0 W oadner as] wonddrine  wide.
awake eyen
Can you tell Liim, donp Lotk eliddeen ?

I vant you to think of © e puints thut vou are

. waking every do, and war boyour hps anl hearts

ccome thiat the stuaps you leave pay be those of a

huued, helptal, Ioving, honest fitthe boy or garl.
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LESSON NOTES.

i FOURTH QUARTER.
STUBHLS IS THE OLb TRSTAMFNT.
; B0 1812 LESSON XTI [Dec. 23
RUTH'S CHOICE,
uth 1. 16-22, Commit to memory verses, 16-18

GoLbes LSt
Thy people shall be my people, aud thy God my God,
Ruthi 1. v
Oririny
1. The Vurre of Love,
2, The Vouice of Woe,

Time. 1312 B.C.

Praces, —The land of Moab,  Bethlehem.

CoNnBOTIRG LINKS, - Our date Das gone backward nearly
two centuries. So there can be no eopnection between
tie lessonn Ty is a fiaginent out of the life of oie of the
families of Jadah, and is valnatie to the Bible story as it
show s how the blood of Moal: pes-ed mto the veins of Christ.

ExpLANATIONS, — The Lord fo =0 fo me—"That is, is if 1
Jeave you, may God do so to me, & eudfuatly m.nd-d—
Firmly rewlvodl to go, Al th city wax moved  F.lled
with emotion, vith grief, compassion, aud sy.aputhy. Went
ont full —That 1, with husbanid and two sous,  Home again
cmpy - Al her fanaly had died in the foreign land, He-
ginaiing of the besley hurrest  In the month of April,

QrUestiuxs ror Houg StUby.

1. The “wive of Lore, .

Who ave the chavacters who appear in this lesson?

Whets is the scene of tue story aid? 7.

To what pertod of Bible history does it belong ?

Where v s the countey in which this Jewish family had

been i mgY

What nrele Ruth nse the lagnage of ver. 16?

What kind of characte. s displayed by this language ?

* \Why is Ruath of spectal mteiest to every Bible student?
Ruth 4. 17.
2. The Voire of Woe.
How were these two travellers received when they reached
Bethlchem ?
What was the meaniny of the words Naomi and Mara ?
{Nee marginal notes

Was Naomt'= speech tive?

W jiat great blosans had God in store for her?

\Was alie grate ub to Unth ¥

What was the attitude of Noomi toward God and the

world?

Giive un analysis of Ler chiracter.

Was sl not acting Just sx many of us act now?

Pracrieat TracHixes,

Soe this pictute of true devotion,  Ruth forsook country
upaskod.  Ruth et het hone nod kinlred,  Ruth went a
stianiger. ito astiange ind. Ruth went among those who
aate o foregner,  And 1t was all for love of hev earthly
ttiend

Cowpare Christ’s devotion e forsook heaven, his
Catha, oty amd pover, te go into poserty, to those who
aated i, and all fu love of his cuemtes Read John
3. 16,

Hiats ror Houe SrUpy.

. Read the whole ok of Ruth,
2 Stwly this particnisy chapter with care,
. Commit to memory Buth s worda,

4, "T'race the journey uf these women, -

5. \Write Ruth's story os fully as you can without a
Jible,

6. Find why this story 18 put into the Rible at all.

7. Study out the ancestry of the Moalates, wud tind how
taey wore related to the Jews,

Tur Lessox Carkoniss,

1. \Whose story is told by th> book of Ruth? Of Ruth,
of Naoud, and of Bonz. 2 \Who was Ruth? A heathen
sitl of Moab, 8. What was her deating fn Jewish history ?
I« Le un wneestor of Chiisi, 4. What way the woving
poiiple of ber life? Fideoty to her loved onea. 8. In
abat words did she express Ler loving putpose?  Thy pre-
ple shinll be wy,” ete.

Dovrrixat Svgarstrox. — The love of Cluist

CATECINSN (JURRTIOS,

14. What ia the enployment of the fallen angels?®

They tempt men to siv, and thus seek to bying them to
their uwn place of nisery.

Matthew xxv, 41 ; Ephesians v, 123 1 Thesaaloniaua iii.
33 i Timethy #i, 7.

15, Can they do what they please?

No: God vontrols ther power, and will save from their

S v

malice nad sulstiity all who put thar trust in bim,




