HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812.

557

work generally known as Ivanhoe® we have
an instance of a stone castle being carried by
‘arabble armed with bows, bill hooks, and
spears, assisted only by one Knight. Now if
such decds of derring do could be effected by
the brave foiesters of olden times, we opinc
that American woodsmen, especially when
aided by a General wkom it was difficult to
keep out of danger, should have at least at-
tempted cne onslaaght. The whole passage,
howerver, is too ridiculous to laugh at, we will
thereflore return to Jumes, who, commenting
on the General's note in justification, observes
* General James Wilkinson, of the United
States Army, then has the ecffrontery to
compare his disgraccful discomfiture before a
Canadian grist mill, with what occurred to—
Tord Wellington at Burgos—Bonaparte at
St Jean D*Acre—and General Grabam at
Burgos. James here declares himself to be
as sick of the Bobadil General, as he presumes
his readers to be.

We have dwelt sufficiently long on this
aubject, and will therefore but remark that
Wilkinson' returned after his repulse to his
old quarters, relieving the Canadians from
fear, not of hiz men as soldiers, but as ma:
rauders and pillagers. quite as expert as the
much abused sailors and soldiers of the Che-
gapeake squadron.

The next event which occurred was one for
which Sir George Prevost has been severely
blamed. Cummod-re McDonough had just
launched a ship and a brig, both destined for
service in Lake Champlain—and bad also
collected a great store of provisions and mu-
nitons of war at Vergennes, Virmont. On
the 9:h May Captain Pring judging that the
ice was sufficiently broken to allow his using
the flutilla under his command, determined to
attack the place and destroy atonce the ships
and stores. e, however, found the enemy
in too great force for him to effect any move-
ment, as he was without troops to attack the
enemy on shore, he was therelore compelled
to return to Tsle Aux Noix.

James remarks on thigaffair: * had a corps
of ¢ight or ninc hundred men been spared,
the lives of Downic and his brave comrades

*We contend that Ivanhoe is quite as reliablo
authority as either Smith, 0°Connor, or Thomp-
§0D,

wou'd wave been saved in the September fol-
lowinz, and all the attendant circumstances,
still so painful to reflect upon, would hive
been averted,  Veritas in his letters speaks
till more plainly, ¢ Captain Pring appiicd to
Sir George for troops—as usual the applica-
tion was refused—but when Captain Pring
returned, and reported to Siv George what
might have besn done by a joint wtlsclk then,
he was offered assistance, to which offer the
Captain replied, that it was then too late, as
the enemy had taken alarm and vrepared ac-
cordingly.” Sir George’s mistake in not des-
patching troops, whether asked for or not, on
this expedition, will be more c'early under-
stood when we reach'that part of our narra-
tive, relating to the attack in wilnch Captain
Downic lost his life.

From the River Richelicu we must trans-
port the reader to Ontario, and fullox the
fortunes of the expedition against Oswego, a
place, next to Sackett’s Harbour. of the mnst
importance to the cnemy, and at which it was
supposed that large quantities of naval storeés
had been deposited. On the 3rd of May the
ficet under the command o1 Sir Jumnes Yo,
embarked at Kingston, a Lody of one thou-
sand and cighty men, all included, and on the
4th, General Drummond himsclf embmked.
At three o'clock in the afternoon of the 4th
the flect had arrived sufficiently near QOswego
to open their fire, and preparativns were at
the same time made for disembarking the
troops ; this movement, however, was frus-
trated by a gale springing up which compelied
them to claw off a lee shore, and gain an
offing. The three despatches which fullow,
will convey a very clear idea of the proceed-
ings which took place as soon the weather
moderated. Thefirst is from General Druin-

mond.
. M. S. Prince Regent

Oswego, May 7.

Sir—1I am happy to have to announce to
your Excellency the complete succers of the
expedition against Oswego. Thetroops men-
tioned in my despatch of the 3rd instaut; viz,
six companics of De Wattevilles regunent,
under Lieutenant Colonel Fischer, the light
company of the Glengarry light infantry, un-
der Captain Mc Millan, and the whole of the
second battallion royal marines, under Licu-
tenant Colonel Malcolm, having been embare



