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By JULIA A, FLETCHER.

Thank gently of the ernng!
Ye hnow not of. the power

With wluch the dark temptation came,
In some unguarded hour,

Ye may not know how eamestly
I'hey struggled, or how well,

Until the hour of weakness came,
Aund sadiy. thus they feil,

Think gently of the crring!
Oh, donot ts  forget
However darkly stained by sin,
11e is thy brother yet,
1iewr of the self-same heritage!
Cinld of the sclfsane God )
He hath but stumbled inthe path
Zhou hast in weakness trod,

Speak gently to the crring!
For.is it not enough
Tliat innocence and peace have gone,
Without thy cerisure rough?
It sure must be a.veary lot,,
That sin-cursed heart to bear.”
And they who share a happier fate,
"Their.chidings well;may-spare.

Speak geutly to the érring!
"Thot yét may'st lead them back,
With Tioly words, and tones of love,
From miséry’s thoniy track.
Forget riot thou hast ofien sinued,
And sinfu} yet must bee~s
Deal geitly with thé crring oue,
As God'liath dealt withi‘thice.

‘Original.

EXPEDIENTS.

‘I'he  considerate and devoted Christian is
pained and .perplecd in the contemplation of
the many diversities that exist among-those who
profess to be the followers . of. Ghrist,, not. only
amonyg: those who appear to.be merely formal
religionists, but, also amongst. those-who seem
to be in carnest and who show much Jove- for
Christand are carnest and zealous in-his cause.
Certainly the strifes and-divisions that separate
the followers ofHim whaprayed.that his people
mighit be ONE are not the result of obedience to
his will, nor in accord with the apostolic injunc-
tion that the disciples of Christ should “be
like-minded, having,the same love, being of one
accord of «ne mind,"—but must be accounted
for by the rieparturcs from the Divine rule.

If we take the defipitions of a reliable diction-
ary, an expedient is “T'hat \\:hich helps forward;
means to an end, devised or employed in an

1
is"‘ﬂ"‘g in the assembly of the Sainky vither with are in the right paths yourselves, gi

[ peate 10 the duken2d places of v own coun “unt {o other henwes less fortumate than yours or
try or to foreign nations i not to supercede the to thee who bave no rod home. Fhere is
comnussion of the Saviour, Lut mere effectudly plenty for young ladics to do in ths direction,
to ’c‘arry if out, for who can measure the iniwence a young gul
I'here is no direct command or exumple for can 1 ve oser the opposite <ux. See that ;ou
: , ¢irls, then go
or without an accompaniment. If singing of on, reach alf the men yorr can—-fa-cinate them
i l’.salxlns, or Hymns, or Sphitual Smgs set asde with the beauty of a true, guaid hfe, open your
or lmf.'rfcrcd with “the Apostle.’ Ductrine,™ homes to them s dot with a heart single to the
::mc l'cllg\vxhip," ¢ the Dreaking of broad, ' or glory of God and you need not fear the results,
b!:r%\x::;d‘th?lx:‘l::sn::x\i\(:\gzi}:m:\t Oxtl :::(1\:}“ .‘\‘x:mvi( 1 Yocat unions are organk: c(} Ly tadies appointed
e st e ot "“ 'y WYy '( DK ‘m do that \‘mrk by the Provincial Unien, a small
' end in congregational wor- | apnual fee is charged, 18 members take the
{ship to “help forward™ our complisnee with the pledge.  The badge wom s a smwll knot of
exhortation *“I'eaching and admonishing one an- 1\1\“2 PRI ¢ ‘
other in psalnis and hymns and spiritual sougs.” 1 1 ghanld like to say a word or twa abeat the
'l'l}c IO'N&{O;"I; is humbly submitted for consider-! fower and delicacy miseion ; this wo‘rk reaches
ation in behalf of peace and unton.  Let 45, jnany who-e hives are dark :m'd dreary, tt;c mis-
U dear brethren, be toyal to our Lord and Master: gjon camcdron by the “Y.S." nere iu)”i‘ ronto is

son the one hand, on the other do the things that L aost esclusigely for the poor and for the gratis
. make for peace and prosperity amony our.sclvcs.T "

R paticuts nrthe general and the children's hospital.

i SHEPPARD. 1 wish you could see the little ones' pale faces

‘ B Drighten when the girls come (o them with the
WOMAN'S WORK. flowers; they know that under the gay esteriof

- the bashet i» lined with glasses of jelly. The
I have been ashed to-write a paper on “Wo-jgrown. up children in the general hospital ':m':’
man’s Work.” “These is nothing:new under the just as well pleased to see them, though of course
sun.”  Woman's work scems to lic,pringipatly injin 2 quicter way. ‘This work is so behutiful and
selfdenial.  But there are other and larger ways 50 ploasant 3 get some names and addresses of
of putting it into practice than that. old often: sivk and poor from your own doctor, and try 3
quoted stanza, flower mission on your own ,account for a few
“Ihe trivial round,-the common task, weeks and faste the happiness of giving pleasure
«Should furnish all we ought to ask, to God's poor. ‘Fake time ? of course judocs,
 Room to deny ourselves, a road does not all work for Christ involve selfsacrifice
g Jead- us nearer unto God.” s we have opportunity et us do good amto

—

* Il grand work done by medical and other all wen, and. especially unto themuwho areof

women in -the Zenanas of India, in China|the-houschold of faith”  *For God and.Home
Japan and the islands of the South Sea, has be- and Native Land.”
come almost like an old story to some of ws.y [P
“Fhere are few comiparatively who can-do that

. N —_—
work—-who can afford to leave home and parents; GARDEN. THOUGHS:

bus those who do go open up ways of selfdenialy i
£0 ol p vy Go through the world we must 3 we niust not

to those Whose places are at home. There arel, " onquered, we must the vorld
T s conguered, w v d vorld.
not many Christian women who do-not wear) e conpered, we must overcome the Worid.

cheaper clothing than their taste dictates in order | Fajth s the mcars. . Lo R
to devofe the surplus to issions. A lady int  Sce that the old net is repaired if you-intend

oo . . 110 use it ,
this city pays only 35 cents for a pair of gloves.y™ ) R . .
¥ Py ¥ 35 ! § Keep the memorial: of ryour-salvation: it is

but balances the matter by putting-from 73 lo‘[
srous o be , \
9o ccirts in the missionary box at the same tme. 1d“'\’§i‘;°(“:n‘:’ ‘t)r:l{l(:?t;(cl:ml::)i\\go:di)nc:iml o
can leamn bette a prctical ms

Many of us-could easily afford to give up some!
of the luxurics we daily place on our tables, ;than one who has onty theory (J.uke 10:37).

“Fhere are many more ways of cconomizing that’
we could devise if we set resolutcly about it 10,
find them dut. Consider how much more rapidly
this good work would go on if we were morc1
thoughtful about the five and ten cent pieces
that are so smail and so easily spent.

In our interest:in home and foreign missions
we naust not forget the real vital point at issuc in
olr own country, namely, the Liquor. question.
“Temperance work scems, as if by comuon con-
sent, to have fallén largely jnto the hands of
women. +Fortunately it has been made consider-
ably cdsier by the partial extension of the fran-

Zeal is not always an evidence of truth, e
the S.A. st those who-have the truth should
be on the double<quick.

Gultivation improves the growth of a‘plant,
Zeal in the mission of the Glad "Tidings is the
plant we want to sce flourish : always stir-the
soil about that plant when you go into the pul
pit.  Cultivation has a double effect for good 1

weeds are destroyed, and the growth of the good
kplams aided.  So likewise those who are active
in-the Master's service are healthier spirituaily,
and'less sinful. )
J.BoLL

enigence ; a-contrivance or chance,” and itis
with these definitions before us that we undertake
to show that it is the use of expedients that is
both justly and wnjustly the cause of divisions.
"Though it is not the intention of the writer to
cxamine of exphain the peculidr views of ‘the
many orders and sects of Chiistendom, but rather
10 refer to the divisions amongst olselves, yet he
will point out on¢ expedicnit used by a large
majority of the Christiai world, which, undoubts
cdly comes under the definition of a “shift,” and
unjustly and unseripturally sets aside a .positive
command of Christ. Wercferto Infant Baptis,
for which no authority whatever is found in “the
Word of God as admitted by the most-learned
and candid Divines of ‘the: different - churches
which have adopted it.

Now, if our Lrethren-adopt any expedient
which sets aside or in any way -interferes with.a
Divine command or a Seriptural precedent, it
should at once be condemmned as- a-shiftt dis-
honoring to, the Saviour and destructive of true
Christian union.

On the other hand, if ancxpedi-ntis adopted
to “help ﬁ;rwm-d” the causc of Christ it.is not
only unwise but un-Christian to oppose i, and
to wrangle and contend over & “means to an
end” by which much goo
cooperation of churches
Christians to send thé messe

chise to us. Butweneed more workers; the word
adopted by the W.C/T\U.comes tome irresistibly,
«phe Lord giveth the word, the wouien that pub-
Jish the tidings are a great host.” Wecan harily .
be called “a great host” yet, though the work de- THE DEVELOPMENT OF A REFORMA-
mands a host-of workers—every one can find TORY PRINCIPLE,

that for which she is best fitted—we all have one e

talent, the ability to love and serve God. Let] When Richard Baster uttered the famous
me mention some of the branches of work done}words: “In things essential, unity ; in things in-
by the Women’s and Young Women’s Unions, { different, liberty ; i all things <harity,” he stated
for your choicz,—White Shield work, which is{a fundamental priugiple of the religious reforme
really a work to prevent the growth of the social iation demanded by the evils of his day and
evil; another branch under this ticad is to reclaim {inqugurated carly in the succeeding century,
fallen women.  Work among sailors, soldiers, 1t is not probable that he saw all that was in-
railroad nien, prison and police work. Evangel:ivohed in kis memorable motto. What he did
istic ‘Temperaice work; Juvenile work, which {sce evidently, was an utter lack of discrimination,
comprises Band of work, instruction on temper- Hin the popular mind l):l\vccn:lhc things which
ance given in schools and homes f  destitute are vital andthose whichi are incidental, and-the
children,  Sewing and cooking classes for Tittle feonsequent  effort to enforce: unifoumity at the
gittle gitls, combined with kitchen garden work, texpense of unity. Agamst this faml_ error he
(this let me say in passing, is teaching the chilfaimed his remarkable smt‘cmcm.'wl.ncl» as we
dren of poor and ignorant parents how to do ! believe, contains the germinal .pnuclplc of the
ordinary housework.)  Flower and delicacy | Reformation we plead. Wicklifit has-been called
missions-~distribution of literature, religious and k“moming star of the Reformation ” of the 16th

Selections.

secular-—visiting the sick in hospitals and in fcentury It ds hardly too much to call Richard
(hicir own homes, etc,,—these are xome of the
branches of work done. ‘The heawy of it is!the roth contury. 17 he had been called on to
lthcrc is room and scope fur all, old and young, [state more specitically what were the “things

. x . ¥ occential.” . s ¢ thines indi »
d can be done. 'The married and unmarried, ROOM FOR ALL—T can- ' essential,” and-what the “things indifferent,

and of individualjnot say it often enough. ubties: e
ngers of Gospel charity ¢r'love always should begin, then reach marhs and the limitations of the religious thought

‘Begin at howe, where his answer, doubtless, would bave bome the

of s times 1t was for another age to develop,
more clearly than was possible at that time, the
st application of thix principle to the religous
problems upen which Christendom had divided
into ho.tite camps.

In the early rut of the present century,
‘Thomas Campbell, looking at the same cvils
which Baster had seen and deplored, uttered a
not Tew remarkable saying in the memorable

words which he made the batde cry of reform

“Where the Seriptures speak, we speak, and

where the Seriptures are silent, we are silent”

The elear Import of this striking motto was,

What is enjoined upon men by divine authority

we shall insist-on being ohserved ;and where the

word of God has et men !’[éc, we shatl not

bind thein. ‘The phrase of Baxter, “diings.
esseatial,” had now baen interpreted to mean

the things requived by the Seriplures, and the

*1hings indifferent ™ were those where the sifence

of the Scriptures left men.free to follow their

best judgment, In both these mottoes there

fs a claar recogaization of divine authority, and

an equally distinct rejection of fuman authority

in matters of. religious faith and practice,  In

each of them there is a solemn emphasis of loy-

alty to (God;on the one hand,and of-frcedom from

the tyranny of opinion, on ihe .other. But,

“where the Scriptures sprak.? is :a - decided-
advance, in ¢the direction of clearess and defin-/
itehess, beyond the “ things essential.”

In‘ibe progress of-the Reformition as' urgéd

by tlic Campbéils and their €olalorers, another

distirictioh-of great ¥alug'taunc into vogue. “T'his
“(hings essential” of Baiterand’ the: things-en-

joined-by the‘Scripmré:ff,‘ were-calléd- matlers of

f1id, while ‘infetentes oni finattets. whetrc: the:
Scriptures‘are*! silént,"—~the “hings ndifferent™
of Bakter——weieealled matters of opinion> "This:
distinetion hetween' failh and~opinion—the rone

testibg-on divine authofity“tlicotherson: men's-
faliiable jiidgement—servedto clcar away A good*
enabile men to go forward‘in the work of reform:
with & firmer Step. ' It'was now seeh thiat 2 great:
many ‘things which ‘properly belonged -to-'the:
category of knowledge, and” might”be-elassified,
as such, repfesenting thie restlts’ of Biblical - in-

vestigation, could nevér Be classified -ds belong-

ing to-the (g of faith ‘or have any “legitimate

place inacreed or confession of faith, "It was the

clear peréeption of thi§ distinction that"led: our

reformatory fathers to rejéct, as:donds of union:
Emd compunion, all=kumidn creeds and ‘éonfess-

fons of faith. It was not that these éreeds'con-:
tained erxors, thbugh doubtless they -did, “bieing

{he results of fallible buman thought, but-that

't_hcy contained fiatter which, whéther true ot

false, hadd no business in a>ereed or confession of
faith, to serve as a:basis of fellowship - among

Christians.  If trite, thiey belong’to the category

of Anotuledye, not faith. 1€ they suggested” wise:
methods of organization, work or worship, they
belong to the “things indiferent,” and not 0

“ things essential.”

In the histosdic cvolution of this reformatory

principle, there was yet another stepr takén;

whichwas essential to thie application of the Baxe

terian-motto to the religions fuestions cf the age,

and necessary to bring the reformers cleialy on

to New Testament ground, It was soon per<
ceived in the light of thé NewTestament teaching

that the faith which the gospel requires—the truly

cvangelical faith—was faith in Jesus of Nazareth,

as the Christ the Son of the living God. Tt wag®
not faith in dogmas, propositions, or ordinances,

but in 2 Sevionr, that constitutes saving faith.

“I'o believe in 4im, and to obey his command-
ments beause we believe in”him—these, now, it

was seen, were the “essential things,” in which
(here wust be “unity” -Other matters, not
contravening these, wete the “things indifferent”

concerning which there must be “liberty.” How
cignilicant, now, the saying-of Paul, “There is
one faith?? Tlere, at least was perspicuity

itsclf. ‘The magnificent generalization of Baxter,
illumined thus by the light of the qux’tl‘cstamcnf,
becomes an opertive principle. - Only men are-
now nceded with the courage of their convictions,

Baster the morning star of the Reformation of 110 test this principle in the practical work of re-

form. ‘The men-were not wanting. They did
test it ; and with ihat result the world knows.
Perhaps there has not always been a duc re-
cognition of the last clawse in Baxter's mottay
’ (Continued on page &)
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deal of fog frdm the Feligonls atmosphere, and'to™ -
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