
THFE OWL

emt ii t'til il. W~ih a tloulîsil .sm
thinking iierely, lu lie rid o! a nuisance
which is lîefcare thieir eyes, Soille %Viti rush
the refuse of a towi nt tbhe very souice
whuich is to suplv thieni with ti. .ir dlrink.
Nor is dits in exaggeration ,for %ve read
how, at o>ne point, the TIhanes %va% a re-
(:epta-le of fluth white at another, a fev
Miles beloiw, i; furnishied ils fhood as pot~-
ai-le ivaler. 'l'lie Romans aflord us a
similar example. But it is nol necessary
Io traverse the oceanl t find anl exenîiplifi-
ction of imprLdence. A\t Troy, the
inhabilitanîts hefoul the 1Ii îdson wiîl
ecrenientitious nialler and offiîi. whiie, -at
Ailbany, thissamcewatcr, %wbici lias deiiv,. iedl
the northcrn city oif its fiîh, is sîîpîîiied for
hcnîsehoid uisage. Water froni shaiiuîw
weiis shotiid alwvays he- regarded withi a
certain degrec of suspicion. It oflenl
affords a palatable drink, yet thiere is always
sonie uncertaintv as to the soit andi matters
whichi il lias passed h-,fore foringm tie
wellii hichi appears so refreshing. Streut
andi surface iiquids inay drain mi i
stagnant rnarshies miay be sufficiently near
so that soine of their i)itresceflce înay ooze
hirougli ; and aiso, whichi is very iki rc
!xtreineiy dangerous, amimonuiacal iiquio.,
rnay percolale frorn vicinal cesspoois,
privies, or manure pits. But shiould there
be nmillher welis, springs, lakes, nor rivers
of sufficient miagnitude or purity to afford
a -,,holesome suppiy, then an artificial,
storage basin miust be resorttd to in order
to coiiect. the water which faits froni the
skies. Ili ibis connection our attention
must bc directcd to the phienomiena which
occur iii nature in relation to the rainfai.
'l'le hetter the engineer is acquainted %viîii
tlie daiiy, iihiy, and yeariy fail of ramn,
noti oniy with average quantities but aiso
with miaxima and minima, the hetter wvili
lie bc aill to micl the wants of the town
or city which may have reiied tîpon imi
for the sLIi>ily of ils drinking waîer. But
a longer discussion of this topic ivould
iead us into a suhjcî different froni tli?
anc wiîich is at present to hc treated ;
conlseqiticnîly il iwere more prudent to ]eave
the question of water. white still dweiling
on the fact ftuai water arts upion imînîîiiities
hy cirrviing tiiemi away to the sea, and thlai,
if this en<îrîîîous exil. dtis inlexiiaustihie
receltacie, did flot exist, the restilt of ex-
creial accumiulations wouid be the pollution

of the wvitvr and ilit the jirtainof tilt
se Oe ne %wouid no ul îid a tank anti

thiroiw auto itlliowever -'o tilde sttwage, %wiîh
the hope tluat tiis %wuîiid becoï-ne pure and
clcaan. No one %vouid tc>uch thie %valet-.
iîow~ever large the tank and however smnali
the quantitv thaI may have been emlieid
ilbt il. I n c oiiparison %vith a river, tilt

asshii))lo f a tank, couiled with licl
idea of a size which àî %ould be iikeiy ti,
rec-eive froin our t3nauiciaI anid lahor capa
ci îy, seanis truiy aiusurd :yet in i hat liit
w'otld a coinparison stand betiveen a river
and tilt ocuaii?

'J'i Iiarîiî' Ves ! il. ks writtcn with a
calujiai lt:tter and foiiowed by an exmaa
lion point. Whvy shotild ive flot use thi%ý
mark of distinction aand pause aI white in
CMnsideration ? Werethîrfi for an instant.
to our days spent with lis-iral niythoio-v.
and reinieiier the inaiernal goddess. Ii
the E.arili wve have hiad ocîr incipiency :o(n
th! Earth we live :on the Earîh ive shahl
havc juassed oîîr days of joy and sorrow
to the Earîli we mut retuirt. Such is aur
destiny 'Is it stravge thiat w~e shotild
have paused while wvritingcll& The Earthi*:
'Fhcecarth be-irs the crojîs that feed lis.
It is studded %vith ail the beauties of land-
scape tliat dehighit the eye. It rears ils
inounitain heads and rugged peaks, whose
grandeur strikes the admiring mind 'vit)
awe. 'l'ie earth is aod for us, and be-
camies such as we miake il. The Being of
I nfinite Perfection lias made everythingi-r
%vith reason and for sonie good. It is for
uis on ail occasions to flnd that good
which, for every creation, e\isted in the
mmnd of the Maker. 'l'he earth is a con
tirigcncy of such varied composition and
constituenîs, th-at sureiy îiothing is wanî-
ing, tliîce. Arid il is indeed so, especiali)
in the consideration of the present subject.
The minerai world is continually bcing as-
sîiiatcd by tue vegetable kcingdoi, andi
il is the animai kingdoni thiat should reîtîri
to the terrestrial crust, such niatters as wvill
suî>piy the deficiencies occasioned by
vegetabie rapacity. Such is the process of
nature. And if il could a1ways becarrieçt
out. a great deat of annoyance would lit
avoided. But great diflicî'lîy is often en-
countcred, cspeciaiiy iii cities, and in
counîtries where tue character of the soit
does 1101 encourage agricultural pursuils.
We miust adap. ourseives ta aur modern


