
186]TIRE METAPHYSICAL SOCIETY.

retain, even to, the Iast, a keen prepossession agrainst the doc-
trine that Iaws of uniform ant,-edeiicy and consequence can be
traced throughout the most interesting phases of huznan Jife?
Even in the city, wvhere so mnany hopes are crushed .every day>
the "'Bull " goes on believing in his own too sanguine expecta-
tions, and the «"Bear " in his own dismal predictions, without
correctingr his own bias as experience should have led hirn to
correct it. I believe it wvil1 be found that, nothing is more dif-
ficuit than to beat into the rnajority of minds the belief that
there is such a thing as a Il'law of nature " at ail. So far as I
can judge, nine women out of ten have neyer adequately re-
alized what a lawv of nature tneans, nor is the proportion miucli
smaller for men, unless they ha "ve been well1 drilled in some
department of physies. 0f course I heartily agree with iDr.
Ward that experience cannot p)rove the uniformaity of Nature,
and for this very good reason, arnong.st others, that it is impos-
sible to say what the uniforinity of Nature mneans. We cannot
exhaust the number of interfering causes whic«h rnay break that
uniformity. I at least cannot, doubt that, so far as mind influ-
ences inatter, there may be a vast multitude of real disturbing
causes introduced by mind to break through those lawvs of uni-
formity in material things, of which at present we know only
the elements. But of this I arn very sure, that at present we
are much apter to accept superficial and inadequate evidence of
the breacli of laws of uniformity than we ougrht to be; that
education does not do haîf enough to beat out of our mainds that
credulous expectation. that there is soine disposition in the
groverning principles of the universe, either to favor us or to
persecute us, as the case may be, wvhich 8prings, flot from ex-
perience, but from gfroundless prejudice and prepossession;- and
that much greater efforts should be made to set before young
people the true inexorability of Natture's laws than is actually
ruade at present. It is quite true that no man can say posi-
tively either that the sun will rise to-morrow, or that an iron
bar wvill- fail to the ground if the hand drops it. We do not
absolutel1y knaw that the sun ma~y not blaze up and go out
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