
84 4h TU fonth.y .ddvocate.

case ncw, to a xnelaîîcholy extent, but ini the initerests cf truth and
righltec'usneas. "lThe kings cf Tarshishi anci cf the isles shall bring
prtsnîts. The kings of Sheba and Seba shall ofier gifts. Yea ail kings
sliali faou downi before Him; ail nation-, shall serve Hiia."

Sucht are somne views% of national righteoust.ess. It î'ezains, that a
fut renaiarks be nmade ini illustration of the propositioni, that it "lexaltethi
a-it<'. Ini the 72ind IPsalii, ini reference te the Millhnial reigii of
the' Mesbiai, it is declared: "The iiiouîîtainis shall bring pence te the
p~eople, and the little huiis, l~y -ighiteousniess." Mouîîtaiwi aid hlis, ili
thei symîbolic laxîguage of scripture, are sigiiicant of the hight.r and
lower departînients of civil govertiment. laL thet brighit tira approachiig,
thes3 %vill bring peace hy their rigliteousness. Wlien the rulers are
rightteots riilers; wvhtn the laws are rigliteous laws; Nvheii justice and
jiudgnaiàtnt are the characteristics of tIte thronie, and ail thte streainis cf
authority that flow frein it; the~ resuit is peace and elagdprosperity.
Tlte riglîteous Lord that lovetht righiteousîiess, bestows the lssitng that

'nawhrich and adds no0 scrrow."
Thte li.iory cf tlhkigdoij, cf Israel and Judali svrikingly illustrates

tt.v LUùitcetimni >)etwveii national riglhteoubit'ss anti a wain~'ell-btinc,
Lok ma tilt) kingc10l or f Isriael. All its iigs -vvre wicked mnen. They
mtaiketl iti the wa.ys of Jerchoani, the son of NtIat. 'Ilieir public career
MUS lllaaîrIztl l>y anl utter disregard of the DiN ite lawv. 'What n'as the
rt'.ýuit ! 110%v Short was the reigu of the ilnajcrity of these kinlgsý HcwV
frea1ueiily the dyn.asty was changed, the sceptre passim, frein ont- faiinily
to aîîtlitr. WVhat si-pial judginents wvere, scnietixnes, sent upen the
laitd; wiii ÀAhlab's day, wlhen thiere was neo raixi for three yea's, and six
mtotilis! 1-oNw weak, nioreover, iii the lbatds cf Israel's foes! The
fiial u±jsuilt was, that after a few centuries cf umis-rule and confusion,
ut'- naionaal institutions wîere ov'erturnied, the land was giveni over te

debohu ion, and the people -'vere carried captives to Assyria.
Lmk, agaiii, at thtî king(dom o cl ai. The niajority cf its kings
Wtî~pnts iiien. TIlmî'y did that which was riglit iin the sighit cf the

Loi-i. Tht'y discouagtul idolatry-upported thei ordinances of religion
-aadl so>uglit to engage their subjects in the wcrship and service cf

Ju>'a.Josiahi, Aaa, Jehoshaphat, and Hezekinhi, are heonoured naines
iii tit litory of thec durcI, and ini the amnaIs of national religion.
WVimat wîts the result? How lengtheiied wvas the reigai cf îmxaty cf

Jm'ah'-, bmgs bhr ca ochig f dyilasty; tIe fanxily cf Dùavid
Ime1diiia, tlie' sceptre, during the whole terni cf the national existence.
How biron)g, nîcreover, wvas J4ih against its invaders, tIc' l>ut a little

kgdtî.ceinpreliending tlit tribe cf Judali, and the little trie cf Ben-
*jaîmmint. llow rtenxarkably thet Gcd cf Israel sexmîtiiiies iinte'1ose(l on its
Ipehalf, it, Ivlucil iii Ilezekciali's (Iay, 1-l sent anl angel, ''and siote iii the
cap iii tlai' vîîeunty a hundredà and fourscore and ive thiou-sanid." And
this com-wsî of national prosperity ccntinued for înnny generatiolis, unitil
at lt'îî;tIh Judaa forgot Godl-fell iiite idolatry-lost the faveur and1

Llessimag of the Governior amiigst the nations, and was given into tlio
hawml of tlit, proud enenmiy, who desolated lier cities, and carried lier sons
and dauglitxi-s awpcy inta captivity. TIe great principles of the Divine
goviernuiist-uit are iuiuutal)y the saine ini ail geileratîens. Qed stili "1rules


