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INDIA AND ITS IDOLS. small spoon, and then gently poured a fewv
"IDaLS, IDoLs, EvERtywiEiRE." Idrops upon the head of the image. Site thenN SIF one were asked ta describe Indcia, 1 reverently folded lier hiands, and muttered
tlîink the fIrst rcmnark that would %vards af prayer, occasionally rnoving one
spring froin aic's lips wauld lie-" It liand ta lier face, and witli finger and tinb
is a land of Idols 1 Thiere are is, compressiîîg lier twa nastrils, in arder that,

idols everywherc 1 " 1 eau well reniember as holding lier breath as long as possible, site
a bay that at a certain imissionary îniee; ing in mIilit inecase the menit af lier wavrship ani
England, wvlien the missionary hield up two or the efficacy af lier prayer. Ilaving complcted
thrce idals for aur inspection, 1 greatly ruar- lier devotians site rase, took the image Nvhich
vellcd at tlie siglit, and wandered whetlier I she liad worslîipped iii lier hands, aud threw
slioîld ever visit India and sec idolatry fan *t away as af noa further use."
niyself ini ail its powers aiid degradat.i, -i S a strang in fact are tlie 1 indus iu this pas.

Anld no0W that I have been lun the East my sion for worshipping sonietlîing tliey caîî se
astouislhînit is îîa whit lessened at the fact and handle, that they will al nost use anything
thiat sa inaîy iiîillioiis af boys and gIrls, yauîîg far an i. I have heard af a Mlindîi gentle-
mren aniaideiis, andaolder people, hunian bie- man iii Southî india wh)o %inted ta get
legs like aurselves, cau bovdowui before, gods passessian of an Enghlish (1011 for pîîrposes of
afi vaad and stonie anid brass. Idalatry seenis wanship. Tlîe dail lazd heem given by a
ta have a fascination for the lliidus ; ît is the missîaxiary lady ta a native Chrnistian girl as a
very air they breathe; it is the food af tlîeir prize for good coniduct at sclîool. Tite little
sauls. Tliey are the willing slaves afi custoni girl liad carricd it Ilome, af course, and Shown
in this respect, for the cornuion people af it ta lier friends wvithi great gîc, little thik
India, it is easy ta lie seen, are passiona.tely ing aniy oniewiould %vishi ta deprive lier af it.
iiiterested iu an(d devoted Lo the %vansiiip and A iieigluîar, aul acrîuatntaiice af lier fatiier,
service of idols. liavever, liaving sen the doll, taok a fancy

Tite late 11ev. M. A. Sherrinig, of Benares, ta it, thîinking it wvould niake a capital idol,
in his wvell-knoivi book entitied -Tite Sacred axid tried ta bribe i lie littie girl inita partiiig

City of tlîe -ilidus, says: "Ind1(eed thle love witliit. Thie child refusedl, thougli affered the
foridalatry is Sa deep.seated and intense in equivalent ai teui shillings for it; and liad the
the breasts af the peole, tlîat it is a, comjnian courage ta tell the mnan tliat lie tv;ls foolisl to
thiîug far lioth mnen anid %vouen ta, amuse wvorshl idls at ail, aud tlîat lie wvolld show
theinselves wvith ianiuf.cturiii- lilt ie go(ls %visdoin by puttinig luis trust lu Jesus Christ
fron niud and c1.y. and after payilig di vinle tlie Saviour aitlîew~oix'ld. The Hindu sliarply
lionours ta tuent, anid that too ivitli the sanue replied, " 1 dani't wvant your Christ, but oilly
profauîid reverenice wliichthieydisplay il, thleir tliat pretty image, if yoîî will seil it ta me."
devatiaxîs before tue NvelI -kziown deities of It 'vauld be iinpassibleto canîpute tii nben
the tempiles, ta ov tli wteitv;tay. Jof idols tliat tliere muîst bea<tt the presenttine

1lir. Sliernig t1Itr gives a strikig instance isi ndia. Tite -1i indus pretcnd ta htave 3.3,0oo,*
in proaffaiis assertion. Ile says: " Unie day ()(0 gods, and tliese anc reprcsented by iii-
on entcring the courtyard ai thc tenlhe afii nunîcrable idals, so thiat ive are quite bewvild.
Annpùruâ, tlie Goddess af Phenty, iny atten- ered witli the thiauglit af takinig the cenlsus af
Liaui was anreste(l by an aged woîîîaî seated the Moi0s of India. Tite populatian ai the
on the graunid lu front of a sinal dlay figure, vhohe Indfian Empire is novr about 300,00,o00,
wvlicli, I ascertainied, sico liad wvithli er own anid probabhy tIe country contains ten tinues
haxids maîtiiîact ured tlmat mîoring,-D anid ta a-snany MIdaS as people. The wvot-l is tiiere.
wvhicli slc %vas solenînily paying huomaîge. fore a long ivay oil' the fiîflnucut of that
Close lIv vas a lîr.zeil Ve.S-;el toniuiîîig vvater, Bible propliec %vii says, "Auid the idols
inito wliih everv llo%%v andi( theni site (lil)pe<l a sliaill le utterly abolisli."
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