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THE BLEE.

AGRIOCLTURALL.
[From tho New England Farmer.}

WHEAT.

The efficacy of limd in wheat districts, has
led to the more general rise of it as a sumula-
ting manure. New soils, even where limestone
does not exist, are more suitable to the growth
of wheat than older soils of the some character.
The componeats of soll ure several and
difterent.  The fellowing ingredionts en-
ter into the constitution of swl in a ge-
neral sense, viz : earths, metahc vaides, salts,
vegetable and animal matter und water,  "The
earths are chiefly clay, saud and lune. Iron
18 the most abundant metal; saline substances
constitute an important although a small parc
of sml.  The mould heing decomposed parts
of anmmal and vegetable bodies s called virgin
soil. By a happy mixture either naturally or
aruticially of these several parts in due propor-
tous, the soil is adapred to the growth of any
species of plant, The analysis of a Mr Thaer
has shown that the best wheat land according
tn his observation consist of 71 per ceut clay,
10 per cent sand, 1} per cent carbonate line,
11} per cent virgin suil, in 100 parts, "The
necessary diflerence between lime and lime-
stons or cirbonate of lime 1o vroduce the same
result, I have no means of determiming.  ‘The
fact however is the same, viz : that actual an.
alysis has demonstrated what actual secidental
experiment has proved. These facts shoyld
encourage the farmer to further experiment on
his exliausted soils, in order to bring them back
to a state,of nature or adopt them to the pro-
duction of the most important and profitable
crops.

The preseuce of lime in the form of ecarbo-
nate in regions destitute of [imestoue in situ,
us for instance in & newly cleared region, 1s
attributable to the slow nequisition from ani-
mal remains and the like, for ages before.
The most insignificant mesus by accumulauon
produce the most efficacinus result, so wonder-
ful is the operation of nature, Nouthing is Jost
or is inert, but a ceaseless change is apparent,
and in busy effect.

The diseases of grain are often attributable
to the growth of parasite fungi, upon the seve-
ral parts of the living plant. The smut of
wheat has been eftectually eradicated by sifi-
g out the poor imperfect seed, which process
also ridsit of cockie and other weeds, than
washig and mixing it afterwards with quick
Lane.  This article grobubly acts v a two fold
way : by stimulaung the young plaat i0 great
vigour and by the destruction of whutever spo-
ridia or germs of smut are dormant 1n the cu-
welopes and skin of the wheat.
fields show distinctive marks of the use or
neglect ofthis precaution.  Probably a similar
application would destroy that more fatal dis-
case, the rust.

Another serious enemy to this most valuable
aramn is the “fly,” an anomaolous mseet of
which nothing certain 15 kown.  Its ravages
i this section of the country have beea great,
Notwithstanding all our inquiries relative to
1ts habrts we conld gathor ltle formation
of much value.  Sou general 1s the 1gnorance
of the necessity of precision an matters of

entomalogy, and so ueglected have been allf another plani; and o on til} he had secured
¢fforta to aflford a better and more skiliful de- i the earth to that depth hetween the four boards
ierwination of the economy and destruction of | firmly lashed together.  He then had it pla-

ced upon annchned plane, and, carefuily re-
moving the boards, with great caution and
perseverence wushed away all the earth ad-
hering to the root nad its very small fibres, and
He
repeated the trial on several others plunts of [jn some other way.
wheut, and traced their average depth to be-
tween live and six feet.”— Transactions of the

insect pests amang the agricultural communi-
ty. nothing but personal observation can sutisfy
tne enquirer. Arriving ata season ton inte
10 deteet the intruder 1a its ravages, or sccure
its chrysalis chiange, wo could only learn the

effect of the soil instead of the operation of

menns.  'The woarm or larva has been more
fooked after than the fy, and while the former
is described as resembling a flax seed and be-

Adjacent !

- ing quite within the husk, the latter 18 described
in general tarms us a "{ly,” something ke n
house fly, ouly slimmer, but with tvo er four
wings, deponcnt suith not—A wnter in the
Albany Cultivator, scems to think it idontical
with that “ seen in pen puds preying on the
We know of a single insect only
iubabitng that plant in that stage of growth, &
small beetlo called the **bug” which1s no “fly”
T'henseots here-
abouts quit the grain and probably nadergo
u change in the earth winfe the pen buyg re-
mains behind, to add to the delieacy of ureen
peas, or to devour the seed when dry.  Liforts
have been made to avoid its ravages through
early or later sowing, but probably a® change

tender pen.”

by the way, (Bruchus Pis1.)

10 1 new vartety of geain would he advisnble
Information an the habits of the inssctis in-
drspensible befare much goud relative to its
extirpution enn  bo expected.  Specimens
should be collected und preserved in all stages
of the growth ofthe ravager, to fucilitate the

lor. Wo respactfully invite attention to the
sul ject, assured as we are of the benafit likely
to accruo from it. J. L. R.

Lancaster, N. 1L, I'ch. 1533,

—

The subjoed extract has been handed to
us by an obliging fricad  We were not un-
aware of the fact which 1t relates.  Similar
examinatinns have been made with respect to
the roots of the Indian Corn; and (they, have
been traced a distance of six feet below the
seed . What nourishment they can find in
the cold subsoil, it is beyowd our sagacity to
determine or even to guess; but they are
themselves the best judges of what they are
looking for. We have no douht, for experi-
enca has well attested the fact, that if the sub-
soil could be loosened thoroughly by such a
plough as is deseribhed in the, Agricultoral
Commissioner’s first Report, and made acecs-
sible to air and water and, heat, alt which
would be effected by loosemng it, some chemi-
cal action conducive to and connected with
vegetntion would take place 3 and great ben-
efits result frow it,  In Great Britain the ope-
ration of the subsol plough has been stated to
have doubied the crops,

DEPTIIOF WHEAT ROOTS.

A few years ago, Mr Padduck, a very
senstble and considerable farmer in Pyadon,
Oxfordshire, having vccasion to dig for the

prised by observing thmt the small fibres of the

er 10 the earth than he had any idea they did.
[ie endeavoured to acertain how deep they

the earth.  For this purpuse, he had the
ground apened close to the plant of wheat, and
duy perpendicntarly down to the depth of six
feer 5 and having fised atmarrow board close
against i1, procecding in tha-snme manner on

was very much surpriced ot their extent.

‘Socic{y of drts, Vol 48,

inquiry of the occasional and intelligent travel-

foundation of abuwilding, v a field at that
time ander a crop of wheat, was much sur-

raots of the wheat had pencirated much deep-

could be traced through the diftereut steata of
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{ror Tur BEx.}

—

Mn Dawson,

Sir,—~A few days ago a most a~tomshing
phienomenon appearsd 1o a respectuble aud
creditable iwhabitant uf tus settlement, winch,
probubly, sume of the lenrued readers of your
Bes may account for from natural causes.

On a moouhght night, the person alluded to,
went out with the intention of shovting wild
geese, it n picee of open woter, w Savnge
Cove (s0 called), situnted at the west end of the
Big Island in this place.  After situug some
time in his ice huuse, watcling the geese,~-at
was nbaut two o’clock  the mormng, and the
moon bad just gone dovn—when he observed,
far to the westwaid from lim, and at a grent
height inthe sky, o luminous ebject descend-
ing, which he at first took to be one of those
meleors, volgarly calied falling stars, but was
much surprised at seoiny it rapidly approach-
ing him. It so sluninated the atmosphere,
that he could sew every abject around humng when
it had come within about twenty or thirty yards
of im, and from fifteen to tuenty feet ahove
the earth, it hovered in the uir, shaking and
fluttering its wings, after the munner of fishing
hawks when eagerly looking for their prey.
Tts wings, he says, were similar to the flaps of
a saddle. It then descended a litde, hovering
and fluttering its wings, ns before ; and agnin
ascending, acted in the same manner. 'Ilus
it did severnl times, alternntely descending,
ascending, hovering, shaking, and fluttering
s wings, like an animated being, and ot lost
descending altogother, and skimming the sur-
face of the water aud ice, with a quick monhion
towards the mouth of the harbour, it disap-
peared.

In describing this strange appearauce, the
person who ssw it, says, its back exuctly re-
setnbled a kite, butthotits front, or fore part—
for it turned round, so that he lad a distinct
view of every part of it—parwok of the * hu-
man form divine,” being abom the sizo of a
child of four years of nge—the back and lower
part of its budy being like \he red face of the
full moon 3 but that from the breast to the top
of the head it was ag effulgent as the sun n
his meridinn splendour on a summer’s day ; so
that he conld not look steadily at it, hot drew
his cap over his eyes. He snys that at such a
superbuman and pretornatural sight, he was
very much ofirighted,—so wuch so, that hke
Belshazzar the king, when he saw the hand-
writiug upon the wa'l, ¢ lus thonghts troubled
him, so that the joints of lus lowms were lonsed,
and his knees smote one against the other,”
and when he attempted to walk away his limbs
refused their aataral functions,

I endeavoured to pcrsuade the man that as
it wasthe time for natural rest, he had iuson-
sibly fallen asleep in his ice house, nrd that it
was all the vagaries of nbewildered faney in o
dream, to wlich he coolly replied, that he was
perfectly uwake, and though much agitated,
was quite 1 pussession of lus senses, and that
the oceurrence, in every porticular as he had
related it, was real, and no dream or fiction,
and that he was as conscious of the reality of
what was passing before his eyes, as he is of
Ius own cxistence, or of any other transaction
in his life.

Now, sir, as the person who narrates this
strange story, is # man of veracity, and 1in-
plicitly believe him, especially as he is no wise
given to the marvellous, or hyperbole in his
conversation, I am very desirous that one of
the learned renders of the Bee would endea-
vour to cxzplain this singulurly strange phena-
|menon, upon the principles of meteorology, or.

Lam yours, &c.
RArErs,
Merigomish, 30th April, 1838,



