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PLAIN CHICKEN TALK.

PANNY FIRLD IN FPARM=POULTRY,

Yes, Mre Bditor, “the chicken scason
is at hand again,” consequently chicken
talk is in order, and here is onechapter.
No, I shall not at this“sitting" attempt
to tell you how torajsc nnd hatch chick.
cng by the use of incubators and brood-
crs Mr Boyer bas already done that
in good style; and hesides the woods
are now so full of people who are telling
us how to dn it artificially, that I really
begin to fearwe are in danger of forget-
ting the thousands of beginners whoare
more anxinus to learn how to manage
a sitting hien suceessfully than they are
to learn how to run incubators and
brooders,

Aurd after all, after all the time aml
talent, thought and labor, and cold
cash that lias been expended in the of
fort to make incubators and brooders
that will *heat the old lien,' have we
one that willdo it® Inthe language of
the unpoctical hut level headed western
hustier, 1 answer. "nary onc.” Where,
oh where, is the combination of wood,
iron, and kerosene lamp that will tuck
thirteen cgpes away under its wooden
wings and care for them as an intellig-
cnt hien will? Did youcver know asitting
hien to allow lier temperature to run
down belaw the proper point® Do the
sitting hens ever have any bother about
the proper degree of moisture, ventila-
tion, and all the rest? And has the in-
genuity of man ever yet contrived a
bhrooder that is cqual to the mother
hen.

Now you ncedn't imagine that [ am
down on it cubators and brooders, and
am trying to give them a set back, for 1
am unt. I believe in incubators and
hroaders—snme of them. I know that
there are incubators and brooders that
under the intelligent supervision of a
level-eaded man or women will hatch
and rnise as gnod chickensasever grew.
And I know too that these same incub-
ators and brooders are necessary, that
the poultry keepers who raise large
numbers of chickents and ducks fur mar-
ket could not do so largeand profitable
a business without these artificial help-
ers  But the average farmer who does
nnt care toraise more thantwoor three
hundred chickens each year does not
need an incubator and brooders any
more than a hen needs a fifth toe. And
it would be well fur thuse who are start-
ing in the poultry business with the in-
tention of making a **big thing” of it,

tostick to thenatural methodsof hatch-
ing until the business gets so Inrge thet
it iw impossible to get sitting hens
cnough to do the work in scason,

Now after all this preface, or what-
cver it is, I will come right to the busi-
ness of sotting the hen. “Bverybody
knows how to sct a hen?”  Perhaps
so, and perhaps not.  Somce overdo the
busincss, "fuss’ too smuch, and others
don't take pains cnough, not all hit the
happy medium,

To begin with, be sure that your hen
wants to sit, 4. ¢, lct the sitting fever
get a goad grip on her before you trust
her with the cgga that you desire to
have transformed into chickens. Don't
let her sit where the other liens can
bother her, but put her somewhere
where she can sit undisturbed by the
tumult and dinof the rest of the poultry
wotld, Have the new nest ready and
move the sitter after dark. Shut her in
the new nest until she gets used to it,
and will go back to it after hier meals,
Tetting hersit on nesteggsonly until you
arc surc she will stay. Our way has
been to have a seperateroom for sitters,
put the hen on after dark, shut hier in
the nest until after dark the next evene
ing, then remove the board in front of
the nest. In nine cases out of ten the
lien comes off the next morning at feed-
ing time, cats with the others, and re-
turns to hier nest just as if shebad chos-
cu that particular spot to begin with.
1f she does that—scttles down in a con-
tented fashion—you may be surc she
will stick to business, and youcan trust
her with the “eggs for hatching.” But
if she should not return to her nest in
due season, put her back with as little
fuss as possible, and fasten her mn an-
other day andnight. Atthe endof that
time she will cither accept the situation
or give up the job of sitting. A good
deatl of your success in moving hens and
inducing them to sit where you want
them to depends upon your previous
management. If you have kept your
hens tamed you can do about as you
please with them.

Guard against lice by having a clean
nest to begin with, dusting the hen
thoroughly with somegood insect pow-
der when she begins to sit, again ten
days later, and once more three days
before the chicks are due. If this part
of the work is thoroughly done, the sit-
ter's room kept clean as it should be,
and a dust bath provided where the sit-
ters can dust themsclves whenthey take
a notion that way, I should be perfect-
1y willing to offer ten cents a piece for

every louse or nit found on the newly
hiatched chicks or the mother hen.

Feed and watcer the sitters regularly
every day, and do it at about the same
time cach day. The food should be
grain, chicfly corn, and thedrink, water,
While the hens are off for their food,
look to thenestsandaccthateverything
is all right. If any nest should have a
broken egy in it, the other eggadaubed,
cte., the soiled cggs must be washed,
and new uesting put in,

When the hens are all back on their
nests, remove the food that is left, 80
the hiens may not be tempted to leave
the uests again dunng the day. 1 nny
of the hens stay on theirnests at feeding
tunc, don't hother yoursclf totakethem
off.  Hens usually know when they are
hungry, and if now and then a hen
chooses to cat only cvery other day, let
her follow her own stichnation.  There
18 not the slighest danger ol her starve

Ling. Beyond tins necessary care of the

sitters,let thom alone. Don’t he fussing
around among them a dozen times a
day, poking under the hens that are
abott to hatch to scc how they are get-
ting on.

When you set a ben, mark the date
when her chicks are due on the box;
then you can't forget. When the hatch-
ingisgoingon,goto thoschensat feeding
time before you put out the corn for the
others, and give them some corn in the
nest; then close the front of the nest
while the othiers arc off. Would I test
the eges placed under hens? Generally
speaking 1 would not, for if the poultry
raiser understands his business, eggs in
March and April are neariy all fertile
and will nearly all hatch,

Moisture? Well, I used to think it
neeessary to sprinkle cggs that were set
anywhere except on the ground, but
later I had a new revelation on the sub-
ject of moisture—the old hens told it,
and T didn't sprinkle any more—ncither

did I put the traditional **sod” in the
bottom of the nest, and the eggs hatch-
cd just as well as before,

It may be that all cannot have a sep-
crate room for their sitters, but all can
follow out the mmn features of my plan
—adapt them to suit their convemence
and circumstances.

Where but a few liens are sct, a separ-
ate coop with small run attached may
be used for each sitter.

Ir the cditors of certain poultry pap-
ers would spend less time telling other
cditurs how tu run thar papers, and
more time trying to improve their vwn,
they would perbaps overcome the sus-
picion that their heads are full of adult-
eration.—Reliable Poultry Journal.




