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“ Whero i Lhe roomn tor Lhem 11 they did?”
asked the Bishop, a question which Mr. Slow-
tun found it couvenient not to answer.

“ But even if they were church poople, it
would be impossible for the poorest population
of the town to underiake the ercction of a
church, In that case, the richer pait of the
population ought to feel that it would -be a
privilego to help them.”

“ But, my lord, how is that possible when
they cannot build & church for themselves?”

“ Have they ever tried §7

“Why no, not exactly, but it is plain to those
who know their circumstances that they cannot.”

% Mr. Brown’s furniture and supper last night
did not look much like poverty,” observed the
Bishop, smiling.”

% But supposing we could build two churches,
or that wo needed them, wkhich, with all defer-
ence to your lordship, I am iuclined to question,
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even then I do not see how the two could by !

any possibility be served. T am sure I have
my hands full enough: I could not undertake
more.”
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or that 1 question 1}10 sieerity ot your dLnllﬁ
for the welfare of that portien of Our Lords
flock which bas been, under me, committed to
your keeping!
you doj that I can most sulcmdy aebme you
of.? .

“Oh no, my lord,” exe'aimed Mr. Slowton
deprecatingly, “nothing of the kind. I am
sure you have given e no reason to imagine
such a thing.”

“ 1 should be truly gi.eved if any thing done
or said by me should ever lead to such an idea,
for the impression would be decidedly faler,
I do not say that our ideas of tho nanagenent
of a parish are altogether alike, or that we take
precisely the same view of our ministerial obli-
gations; but I truly believe that we have but

You do me great injurties it

ono object in view—tho fulfilment of our so-

leinn vows, snd the salvativn of the souls over
which the Ifoly Ghost has mado us ovemeers.”
Poor Mr. Slowton 1as now as limp ss pos-

" sible, and all thought of rectorial stiftness was '
. entirely taken out of him.

“ A great deal too full,” said thoe Bishop; so

full as to involve you in a responsibility heavy
enough, as it seems o me, either to destroy a
man’s body if he endeavors to discharge it, or
to ruin his soal if he leaves it undischarged.”

“1f that be the case where there is only one
church, the difficulty surely wonld not bo les-
sened by tho erection of another,”
Slowton.

* No,” suid the Bishop, “ not unless the eree-
tion of a second church led to its natural result
—the appointment of 2 second clergyman, and
the division of the present charge into a second
parish.”

“ Your lordship, as compaatively a shianger
in the diocese,” said Mr. Slowton with dignity,
% is probably unaware that I Lave been regu-
larly and legally inducted into this living as
¢ Rector of Clackington,’ and that my rectorial
rights extend over the whole place.

“ My dear fiiend,” said the Bishop, taking no
notice of Mr. Slowton’s manner, but adopting a
tone that completely took the starch out of tho
worthy rector, “you do not suppose either that
I was ignorant of that fact, or desirous of mak-
ing any changes or arrangements without your
consent and co-operation.  You do not imagine
that T undervziue the result of your work here,

« Indeed, indeed, my lord,” ho began, “T-do
indeed. I really wish to—sh !

. anxious to be faithful—as your lurdship says.

]

I am however bound, I think, to yrotect my

. own 1ights as Rector of the whole place; anc
i S, . . .
any division or alteration when it appemrs ue-

_ cessary, should,

said Mr. .

I think,
such.” -

“L am anxious only that the souls of k¢
peaple shall be cared for,” said the Bisliop, « be:

1 am:most !

Lo made by me as .

cause, in a _delegated sense, thoso sounls &ré .

mine; and I must answer for them in the Great
Day of account as our Lovd’s Chief Pastor in
this portion of His heritage. I am not disposed:
to make any difliculty as lo the precise niode

~ by which they are provided for, aslong as that
" provisien is made; but made to the best of -our
ability it must be: otherwise, how shall’ I-stand

befure the judgment seat on that awful Day

" when we shall Le called upon to give -an ae-
, count of our stewardship? 1 think, however,

that the idea you have broached upon-the sub-

. Jeet of what you eall rectorial 1ights, arises in a

gieat degreo from the tradition of *thé Estab-
lishmeunt, which has no existence- here, ¢om-
bined with an crroncous idea of tho Episcopul
offico in relation 1o the pu)]d'\ and to the sub-
ordinate orders of the ministiy.”

« Mr. Slowton Jovked rather bothored h\'-ilm
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