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“ I'his union bears evideut marks of being
the Loid’s work, and of bemg attended with
His blessimg, Wise men, in years gone by,
had extiausted therr wisdom in attempting
1o bring it to pass, but it was teo hard for
them. But God sent forth his Holy Spirit,
removed every obstacle and made his ser-
vants' path pliin before their feet. Ve
may justly look upon the Union as ina
great measure the result of the Revival
which has visited the Chwich so extensively
during the last thiree years. One remark-
able feature of this Union is that it gives
rige fo 1o vexatious quarrels about Church
property—that all the ministers and con-
gregations of buth churches are of one mind
amd one heart—that thera are no “splin-
ters®? thrown off by either body. There is
no other union on record characterised by
such perfect unanimity aud cordiality. On
the vecasion of the union in 1817 the Rev.
Mr Gray stood aloof. The varicus uwmwons
of the Secession bodies i Scotfand always
left o few behind, Woen Dr MeCrie and
thinny of his brethren jowmed the Free
Church, thirty more refused to follow. The
union which resulted two years ago in the
formation of the ¢ United Presbyterian
Church of America® was consummated at
the expense of two distuptions and a guod
deal of litigation.  Yet with all these draw-
backs, these unions have been productive
of an incaleulable amount of goud. low
much more may we not expect from our
union, effected as 1t has been, m the most
peaceful, harmonious, and cordial manner!

‘Fraly the Lord has done great things for
us: and woe be o us unless we work ear-
nestly for Him, as a Church, as congrega~
tions, and individuals. Qurstrength is now
doubled, and our responsibility is doubled
also. We ought to do twice as much work
—to increase in nmwnisters and chureli mem-
bers twice as rapidly—as boththe churches
could do in their separated condution. Men
willexpeet it of us~God wall expect 1t of
us. Wecannot now put 1 the plea of
weakness—{or we are a strong church. On
the day of the Uniou the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scoua numbered forty-
tevee ordained ministers and the Free
Cnurch thirty-six—making in all sevznty-
ninz, without taking into account five
Foreign Missionaries and ten or twelve
licentiates whe labor in the home mission
field.*?

KNOX COLLEGE—OPENING OF
SESSIOUN,

The Session of 1869-61 opened on 3rd
Octuber, the introductory lecture being  de.
livered by the Rev, Dr. Burns., The sub.
stance ‘of tho Leclure, which we may re-

wmark, way eaccedingly nteresting, and
listencd to with aicch altention by the
audience, will be fonns) in another column,
The Moderator of Syned was present.
I'he speeial meeting of Synol had bronght
together a larze number of ministers and
clders, who were presont at the opening of
the College. Many of the friends in To-
ronto, buth ladies aad gentlemen, were also
present.

‘Ihe Session has opened mast auspicious-
ly. Although several who purpose to give
attendance duning the session have not yet
come up, the namber already enrolted con-
stderably exceeds the whole nwmber of last
last year. 'The Preshytery of London furs
nishes a large proport:on of the entrants

1n connexton with the College we have
pleasure in mertiontny that at a meeting of
the -College Board, Principal Willis lawd on
table letters which he had receivel from
the Governor General, intimating the gift
of two huadred pounds from llis Royal
Hhehness the Prince of Wales, A sinnlar
gift has, we unjerstand, been bestowed on a
namber of other Fducational lustitutions,
as a token of the pleasure the Miince has
expenenced n his visit to the Proviuce, and
of tus deep interest in everything connected
with s real progress. ‘The Board agreed
to record their yrateful appreciation ot this
munificent gift. It was also agreed to
invest the amount, and to devote the yearly
mterest to the establishment of a prize or
scholarship, under the name of the ¢ Prince
of Wales’' Scholarsiup,” We trust it may
be the means of encouraging and assisting
many a promsirg young man. The thanks
of the College Board were also tendered 1o
Principal Wiltis, for his efforts in connexion
with the visit of Hlis Royal Highness to
Knux College.

On the whote the friens of the Church
have reason to congratulate themsclves on
many encouraging circumstances connected
with the College. With the blessing of
God, which we trust many caraestly seek
and the continued 1wterest asd support on
the part of the friends of the Chureh, it
will, we doubt not, prove in the future
whatit bas proved 1n years past, a source of
strength, and prospenty to the Chareh and
to the country.

A DAY OF THANKSGIVING.

Our readers will be glad to hear that a day
of thanksgiving is to be appointed, in ac-
knowledgment of God’s goodnessin granting
such a bountiful harvest. The day, when
definitely fixed upon, by the Moderator of
Synod will be intimated by circulars.  Sel-
dom has there been 2 year marked by such
tokens of the faver of God, and crowned
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50 hiberally with biy govaness. We teust
therefore the call will ve responded to ina
becomng manner, and that there wiil be
not only thanksgiviag sevices, but thank-
fal hearts, and a reat aawing near to God,
to whom we are wdeated for tho mercies
which we enjoy.

We have other ge..unds of gratitude be-
sides the late bountrul harvest. We have
been exempied fioun the inroads of diseasv,
We have had peace within our borders.
We have been gladdened by the visit of the
cldest son of our Queen, speeially sent o
represent her among us,  And then too,
we have the prospect of a unon with a
sister church, atter a prolonged scason of
anxious negotiatton.  We have indeed gouid
ground to juin us i gratefal acknowledge-
ments to Gud, and say :—* The Lord hath
done great things for us, whereof wo are
glad.”?

I"hanksgiving to God should not restrict
itself 10 external demonstrations, or lip ser-
vices, If the heart iz really ijmprossed
with a sense of God’s goodness, it will
prompt to ucts of chanty and liberality.
An open heart will make an open-hanl.
\WWe hope then to sece an increase of liber-
ality in behalf of the cause of the Savivur.
Let it not appear that returning prosperity
has the etlect of increasing our wotldliness,
and hardening our hearts, bat let it rather
have the eficct of deepening our feeling
of dependence ugon Ge dy und of leading us
to look upon curselves, with all we have,
as not our own, but as bannd tu glonfy
God with every power and every talent.

WHAT IS TO BE THE CONDITION
OF ITALY.

Most marked and sudden has been the
progre.s of events in [taly. Not many
months have elapsed since the old regime
prevailed in all its vigour and imolerance.
The Grand Duke of Tuscany obstinately
opposed the catrance of the Bible into his
dominions. The King of Naples still ruled
with a rod of iron, and had filled his dun-
geons with those of his subjects -who sup-
ported liberal sentiwents. The Pope was
fulminating his excommunications against
the King of Sardinia. As by the rushing
force of a winter tempest the face of things
has been changed. The Grand Duke of
‘Tuscany has disappeated from the scene.
The King of Naples has abandoned the
capitat of lus kingdom, while the doors of
the prisons have been thrown sopen, and a
solemn 2’ Deum,—not wo are persuaded
with the supersutious adjuncts of Popish
worship, has been celebrated in the Cuthe-
dral at Naples by Gavazzi, now apparently



