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the plodge. Othars, altheugh net advocating
the cauee by public lectures, hase been, 1 vare
theless, fnil'hfull.\' pleading it Ly private cx.
hortations, in the School room, in the social
cirele, and by the way side

The information w’?uich has been reccived
from the various wembersis, upon the whole,
very encournging,  While some report that
intemperance Mill prevails to a lamentable
oxtent,in many villages and country »lnccs;!
a*hera give the cheering intellicencee, that the
T mwperance Reformation hasbeen making great
progreas, Juring the past vear, in the respee-
tive districtsin which they have been labouring,
that tuverns and other places, in w_h'lch intoxics.
ting liguors were sold, havegreatiy diminished
in number, and that 2l ha.e Leen closed on
the Sablath day.  Oue member reports, thata
temperance society, formed sometime ago, in
conneetion with one of our country congrega-
tions, under the presidency of one ofthe elders,
has been instrumental in closing all the taverns
in the luculity ; so that at present, Bacchus
Lias not & single salesman within the bounds of
the congregation.  Lat us hope and pray, that
in the good providence of God, the time nay
seun be ushered in, when this may be said of
all our congregations,

While your Socicty has rendered active and
waltublc services to the cause of teinperance in
the United Provin-~ . { Canada, it ia pleasing
to natice, thut smue of its members have dihi.
gently advecuted our principle in the neigh-
bouring States and even in Europe.  Aud may
we not ch- rish the hope, that ere many vears
shall have passed away, some of s may be
found heyond cven Americaaud Europe, on the
arid mands of Africa, and on the distant plains
of India, 1eling the fullowers of the false pro-

het, and the votaries of a dark, lowering
adolatey, that “Wine is a moker, strong drink
is raging, and whosoeverisdeceived thereby is
not wise,” and c®nvincing them Ly precept
atad uxnple, that the pure principles of the
Gospel always lead to the disuse of every thing
which is wronge in itself, and hurtful 1o man;
awd thus, prove tg thew that ** the cross shall
never pale befure the ereseent,” and that the
teaching of the Bible is purer and ore power.
fu) than that of Mohamet and the worship
prers of stocks and rtones,

The repeted appeals, which have Leenmade
to the Provincul Legislature, have vet fuiled
to recure to us 2 Antidiquordaw, and cons
requently, many active and  wiriehearted
advocates of our cause are greatly discournged.
But there is no reason, whatever, that the
friend<"of tutal abstinence should be discournged
or grow Tanzuid in the advocacy of their prin.
ciplea: for, “truth is powerful and 2hall uli.
mately prevail”  Those appeals, made to the
Tawislature, have not beenan vain,  Although
they have not yet issued in the enactinent of 2
prohibitory liguer Jaw, still they have been
productive of much good

Wihztever languor aud inactivity may be
sroditeed i wthers by repeated Jisappoing

wenix, It uearisealiove suc'n feelinga, amd fight
manfully for our principht.  Let every disap-
pointment be met with redoubled cuergy, ard
unhending Jetermination toconquer, Let none
faint nor gr v weary in his ¢ffort to destroy
the wpas tree of Litemperance, In abouta
month, the most, if not all, of us, will be dis-
wreed through various parts of the country,
or n short scason, Lot cvery member avail
himsclfof the apportunity 1o cxcrcise his in-
flizcnee for yrood, aud to plead faithfully and
vigorousiy the canse of humamty, Tflere e
one feature, which characterized the public

dinner, recently given to the late Brown—

Dorion ministry, in Montreal, that descrves
aotice as mituring well for the future, mnmely,
that wo apirvituons liguora were used. lotus
hope thatthe intoxicating Lowl, a5 on thisoe- |

cusion, may in future be banished from all
public entertainments, whethar politieal, Jiter
ary, or comnercinl,

A briefnotice of the progress of temperancee,
in Great Britain and lrcland, may be both iu.
teresting and cncournving,

‘The progress dugiue e Jast year has been
considerable, o dally in Scotland, There
were no Jess thun Cifty teamperanee senmous
preachied in one day o the citivs of Glasgow
and Edinburgh alone.  Five learned and popu.
lar Jecturers linve been cmployed by the Scot-
ish Lengue during the year. These lectitrers
are nided by the powerful influence of upwards
of 600 Presbyterian Ministers, Desides that of
many eminent clergymen of other denomina.
tions and of hundreds of praminent laymen,
The serviees of . B. Gaugh, who istis0 labour-
ing under the auspices of the League, have
been eminently useful both in Eugland and
Scotland,  Irefund has also experienced much
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progress, Should the course of_ totalabstinences
continite 10 progress in the United Empire as
it has done during the puast two yeuars; wey
may hope 1o see, ere lang, 2 prohibitory liquor -
lase on the statute book of England,

It hardly needs to be mentioned  here, that
all those who have joined ovr runks this year:
with # view to prepare for the Holy Ministry
are confidently expected to join our runksas:
members of this Sveiety, and therchy strery,
then our hands, and encourage our hearts, It
can hardly be supposed that any one, amonyg .
us, will advance, what has been elsewhere
again and again reiternted, viz: that it is not
respectnble to sign the pledge, when some of
the nost prominent divines in this, and in
other lands, as well as some of the first princes’
in science and literature huve stamped wpon it,
the seal of their respectability.

Inconclusion,your C ittee, while, upon the
whole, viewing with satisfaction the progress:
that has been made in the past, would strongly
urge upon the members of the Saciety to con-
tinue to act with even wmore zeal and energy
thun ever in the amse of totalabstinence. Vit
numbers of onr fellow men are bound fast in
the chains of Intemperance, and will speedily
wo down to a drunkard's grave, unless set ot
Jiberty. And nultitndes, of the rising genera.
tion, will follow intheir fatal steps, unless they
are tanght to shun the drunkard’s paths,. It
behoses us 1o be vigoroue and faithful in our
appeeition to the drinking usges of Society,
for our own ke, for the sake of our Conntry,
fu: the sake of the poor inchriate, for e is our
neighhour still; aud cspecially, for the ke of
our beloved Zion,  Then, in dependence upon
liim, who w1l never leave ner torsike those
who put theirtrust in bim, let us:

* Raise up the tempera s barner high
On every hill and shore,
Till the drunkands’ veice is never heard

O'er this wide world no ntore.”

In resigning in'e your hauds the trust, which
the Suciety comtutted (o our charge, we i
plore the blessing of God upoen all its future
aperations, and would carnestly pray, that.tlie
fuvour of him, whose favour is life, and whoee
loving kindncss is better than life, wmay rost
upon our successors in office,

Ou behalf of the Comniittee.
D. 1. FLETCHER, Sceretary.

Knox's College Nov. 19th, 1858,
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FREE CHURCIL OF SCOTLAXND,

Ispta=—=Carctita—A lettor from<Dir. Daf,
appears in the Howe and Foreign Necord, giving
a gencral account of the progress of the mis-
#iop, of thealterpate lopes and disppoint.

ments expericnecd by the Missionaries duting
the past year, and snnouncing the adission
into the Chureh of a young man, a student in
the highest College clusy,
Mapras.—-Letters from the Rev, Mesers.
Sraidwoud and Melutosh, give the particulars
of u very interesting case,—at younyg mun bee
longing to u high caste, remurkable for gross
idolatry and worldliness and hitherto untouch-
ed by Christiasity., The missivnnries bad re-
pented interviews with him and he continued
firm in his purpose to renounoe idolutry and
cmmbrace Christianity.,  1lis relatives brought
the case befure the Conference Court, swearing
that he was under fourteen yuurs of age, ul
though he wus really sxteen, "Lhe Judge
decided, contr vy to his own decision in 1854,
that the youth should be fiven up to his friends,
The Missionaries regard this decision as most
unsatisfactory, as calculated to give a severs
shock to their work, The youth himself js
deeply to be feltfor. e lias written to the
Minsiouuries still expressing his wish to follow
Christ, his anxiety to follow the sdvice of the
Missionaries. Let Christians bear him on their
heurts at the throne of grace.

JAPAN,

Wo have compiled the following account of
Japan fiom various sources; chiefly from an
article from the London Examiner pulilished in
the Globe and from an article in the liladel.
plia Presbyterian.  We trust Christiauity will
soou be plunted in Japan and bear albundant
fruit.

The islands constituting the Japaunese archi-

relago are said to amaunt to 1,060 in nutnber,
]-ul the bulk of the laudand population is con.
fined tothree, the rest being but rocks or islets.

The aren of the whole ctapive is estituated 4t
170,000 square miled, which muks it above
Jdouthile the size of Britain, The whole lics be-
tween the 3uth and 46th degrees of latitude,
hinving, therefore, as fur aslatitude will e xpress
it, the climates of Egeypt, luly, France,
andSpaii, but, from its position suncar to Kam-
schatka and Siberia, the northern portion of
the empire has the climate, not of Frauce, Lut
of Russia,

The country is eminently mountainous, and
much of it of voleanic furmation, voleatiosand
carthiquakes being so common, it is asserted,
that theJupanese nomore vegard themthan we
do a storm, which, however, must e somewhat
of an exaggemtion, since some of the recent
cruptions are known to have produced the luse
30,000 and 40,000 lives—rcsults calculated to
produce & more lasting itupression than hurri-
canes or typhoons,

The population of Japan has lieen usually
reckoned at 20,000,000, which makes it nearly
the samc as our own, and equal tv that of an
average of the cighteen provinces of China.
1t is great. however, foracountry of which the
mountains far esceed the plains and valleys,
and its density isattended by thegreat and ac-
knowledged poverty of the mee= of the people,
who, 10 live at all, have to live on the nieanest
food, and who, fur two whole centuries, have
not enjoyed the relief of eniigration,

The Japanere, like the Hindoos, aud wholly
unlike the Clincre, who liave no such senecless
and wmischievous institution, are divided inte
hereditary onstes,  Of these there are eight,
The mwerchants form the vixth caste, skilld



