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THE LAND OF HAM, OR, AFRICA-HER CURSE AND
HER CURE.

‘The descendants of Ham accapicd the most beautiful and fertile por-
tions of the globe  The Awyriane, Bahylonians, Phceaicians, the At
blana, the nborigines of Tndia, na alwa the Lrhiapian: i i
‘and Carthaginians, were all of the tace o) Ham
the ancient Canaanites  Though Afiica seems
to have been pecaliatly the .ponlion of this
1 stward and

ie Phazniciany were
from a very caily period
ron ol Nuah, yet they spreal
abroad, ), from their originat ceatre on
the ‘plains of B4inar, built the fiest cities, made the casliest advances in
the nrts and xciences, in government, | 3. navigation and commerce
‘They gave to the world the a'phabet, and numericn! figures.  They ¢
Jjoyed great temporal prosperity, but they were without Guil, and there-
fore could not endore.  In Africa—~Ilani’s owa tand —the Carthaginians,
a branch of the Canaanitith family, for a time flourished, but they were
not seasoned with the ¢ .4lt of the true religion, and therefore they were
destined to yicld to an early decay. ‘The race of am, Yike that of 1
mae], enjoyed great temporal prosperity aad political dominion  But
respect 1o epititual blessings, Ham has never, ke Shem and Japheth,
basked beneath the benignant smiles of Heaven. We have scen the
sceptze of righteonsness pass from Shem to Japheth, but shall Ham be
for ever forgottzn?  Shall not the aceptre in turn pass to him?  Shall
ot the curse be removed from Canaan, and he yet be allowed to drink of
the cup of salvation, and drink, too, as fresly of the cup of blessing s he
has of the cup of wol.

Such inquiries now demnnd our attention. We hope we may make it
appear_quite probable that this at present despiced race are held in re.

~serze for the next great moral development in our world, Like their
awn great desetts, this singular race, s0 barren in all common interest. o
fruitless in all that goes to aggrondize a people, seems to be kept back for
some great” futiite porpose.

Late’ ethnologicnl rescarches have brought out results, as touching
Afcican races, little expected, yet much to our present purpose. Prichard,
Smith, and éthers, have shown satisfactor‘ly, as far as the nature of the
case admits, that the nogro race is a primitive race ; the earhiest cwvilized,
and the first civilizers of man ; that “ ther= was a time when the black
race of man were ploncers, or av least the equals of other races in all the
arts and acquisitions of man's primitive civilization ,* a time when leara-

-ing, ‘the arts, 0f: and all that cb izes a state
of civilizdtion, were associated with the black race—a race now aseocia-
ted only with degradation and batb i As evidence of this,

we can point to the magnificent kingdoms of Mczoe, Nubia, and Abysi-
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amld 10 the nn lees magnificent sronmnents of are, as they stand thie
the impenshable monuments of tme, seatteted along, fiom the

f
L | pyranude of Lgyprs through allsaathern Asia, to Japan ¢ temples, statues,

fmages, cavern pataces, fac marprsing any modera work of ast,  ‘These
arc wonumenza of the skut and workmanstup of a ettepehiasred and thich-
apped race,  Writers of great learmng and 1eaarch hesitate nat to eny
that the abingincs of Hhindostan were a sace of negroes—at leas a
people ja hur and featores tesembling negroes,  Such a rage 1« atuil
found o0 an wland in the Bay of Bengal, on the imuntaine of fodia, and
i the intertor of the Maiay Pemneula—~inderd an pist such posiione as
we shoutd expeet to find them, en the auppoution that they were the Abu-
tiggines of those countnes, driven ont sad compelied to flee before victon-
ons invaders, who akerwarde became themessives permanent accupania ot
Tuia n angular fact that the nlol and heenogode of thoce coun-
triea—~we mean the unerent anes, as thawe of the Boodluste and Jaing—
have woolly hair amd tinck bpe. Now we can have no snepieion that the
preecnt donnnant races of thase counties, or that any wliter race, woull
be amiitious to gise to their deitivg the negeo features.  De. Pocharnd,
thetefore, tegatds it na ** an cstablicied fict, thata black and woolly -
hasred ace 1a amnng the anginal inhabiants of Aan.” expecrally in Tinf a
and the reions tonad abuy dhat countey. And the same wniters agree
that_tiae ancient Tizvpnana were of the wame race; “ that the natienal
confignzation previnling in the nst ancient tanea was nearly the negro
form, with woolly hair.  In the maet casterlv coantries are found Indjea
putable traces of an nncient negeo face.  €n Japn theee are stupendous
and magaiticent tempiea of very remate sntiquty, In which the ilols are
tepresented as neztocs with woolly hair.

Anid another faci, nttested by the «nme clars of waters, and confirmed
by Clypperton and other travellers among the negeo trite of the interior of
Africa, fa, that the pureshload negroes ate saperior to the ixed races
Among the pure saces they fonnd « large and populone kmgdoms, with
imeroue towns, weill-caluvated ficids, and vatjons nanufscturee, such
a3 weaving. dvems, tannmg, worky awon and other metate, sl 1n
pottery,*  And what 1s mote, the same anthons neasre ae that the negro
races are inarally supenng to the mused tnbes, that they ail believe in e
firet principlea of mitural rebgion . n one universatty powerfol Being ; in
prayer and worship ; 1 ntes and sacnfices, m priests and ministery, in
the mmmottalny «fthe sout; ma future state of rewnrds and punish-
menta; 10 the divtson of ume 1o weeha; and they bave given as ready
a reception as nny other people to rehigions buth falee and true—to idota-
1ry. Mot d. .and Ch y

RKuch facte wndieate the eapabil of the race for a hashier
grade of cwibization,  No olher race ever advanced ro far under 2o un.
favorable circutnstances.  They stood for a long tune far fn adrance of
any other race.  Without the stronger element of Christiamity, no other
race everamade a preater progress.  Not are we without an cxamnple of
.what the negro’ mcen are capable of under the more potent elements of
Chngtianty.  Dunng the laster Jays of Carthage and of Egypt, the ren-
gion of the cross lasgely mingled with the other fnstrumentahities of then
aggrandizement. Is not the past nstory of the negro races in favor of
our assumption that chey shall yet extubit a Ingher civilizanon and &
better type of Chrstianity than the world has yet known?  And we have
shown that there is nothing in their present condition which preclude such
asupposition.  Ther present degradanion 1s cbvinusly but a resutt of un-
probitious circumstances. ;

But there are other conmderations which seem to shrow something
1020 the scale of the sane probability.  One 14, that God 17 not accustom-
ed 10 use any one people A8 hns insiruments for carsying out the purposes
of hia benevolence towards nan, for any very long period of ume, The
beet portion of any race which he has desaned ta nee, could not long bear
the honor. They become heady and lngh-minded, esteem hlitly -the
honor conferred upun them, undervalve their privileges, abuse the Divine
forbearance, sad finally provoke God to humble them. 'L'liey have ren-
dered th b hy ot "God's ditinguished favor, and he will no
longer work by them.  He rejecis them, at least for'a time , bangs them
dowa, and leaves thein 10 wasting and desolation;

Dunng a long penod of ume, as already intmated, truth and rizhieous
n=ss, and the Chureh of the imug God, were confided 10 the posterny ot
Shem, The pa‘niarchs, propheie, and munisters, the ageneice, means, and
apolanc:s fir the preativation and sprcad of truth in the world, weze
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