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"THEY WALKE D NO MORE WITH
fiM."l

Those of whom the above wvords were
said, were called disciples of Jesus by
John.

The fact that John declares 18 this,
«' ilfoeny of Jesus' disciples wvent back
and walked no more wif;h fiin." Hie
did not declare that alt went back. The
assumption is that the « seed to serve
fim " remained.

And why did these many go back ?
And did Jesus not make any " Christian
endeavour" to retain them ?

A littie before this we have John de-
claring that niany of fis disciples when
they heard, said, <'This is a hard saying."

Did Jesus make a «'Christian en-
deavour " to make this " hard saying"
easy ? \Ve find that fie questioned them
and said, "l)oth this cause yon to
stumble ?" And instead of daubing with
untempered mortar, or making, the bard
saying easy, fie proceeded to refer to
something harder, viz., fis going away.
.And what was the hard sayingo that
Jesus had uttered ?

A verse or two before we have these
words, "fiHe that eateth Me shah live be-
cause of Me." Was this the hard saying?,
iDid those disciples wvho wcre anxious for
the setting up of the "temporal king-
dom " imagine that Jesus wished them
to become cannibals ? Dhd they inter-
pret literally the words "hec that eateth
Me shall live "? Were they desirous of
spiritually discerningr the truth fie aimed
at in them ? \Vere they willing to await
the fulfiment of fis words, or any ex-
planation of them, that fie might have
seen fit to grive later? It. seems not.
They murmured. They declared fie
deait in hard sayings, and wound up by
dewalkingf no more with f:im."

In this generation, eighiteen centuries.
after Jesus completed fis mission,
eighteen centuries after the advent of
the Comnforter, are there any disciples
who miurmur, who say this is a hard
saying, whvlo walk no more wvith fim?
If se, is this becauýse of their not under-
standing the word of this Comforter to
them or not ? Possibly it may be ho-
cause they are flot sure that the Com-
forter can speak anything but convic-

thon to the sinner's hearb; therefore they-
murmur and say, Why don't H1e speak
wvith an audible voice s0 that we may
be sure of fis voice ?

IPossibly it inay be they are not able
to distingruishi the voice of thc Coruforter
from the voice of the stranger; therefore
they say it is a hard sa3'ing whien fie.
says, " My sheep hear My voice, a
stranger wvill they not foliow." They
muriur. They enquire, grumblingly,
Why could fie not have made the way
clearer by making it casier for " fieslh
and blood " to understand fis sayings ?
Why need fis sayings be spiritually
discerned at all?

Or iL may ho the " disciples " of this.
generation are not clear in their minds.
as to the relation that must exist bo-
tween what Jesus said te these o14,
disciples and what the fioly Ghost says.
now ? Must the guide be the Bible or-
the fioly Ghost? Their difficulty may
bo, while they wvant to believe that Jesus,
told the truth when he said that the-
Boly Ghost should be our guide, at the-
samne Lime they may have already taken,
the Bible as the man of their counsel andl
the guide of their future lives ?

It may be that the question before-
themn is the interpretation of some n Lter-
ance of Jesus just as iL wvas with these
disciples who wvalked no more with fiim-
The Church to 'which wve belong, they
mnay say, teaches througsh its standards.
just what the proper interpretatien of
Seripture is, whiie the iHoly Ghost
knocks at the door of the hes.rt from-
without with another interpretation.

They conclude> îherefore, that it would
be in harmony wiLh "'reason and com-
mon-sense " to walk with the Church
and iLs interpretation of the Bible. and
cewalk no more wvith fim."

"«Walk ln the Spirit and ye shall not
fulifil the lusts of the flesh," said Paul.

Did he mean that if, in the event of a
contest for supremacy betuween - the-
Chiurch and the Spirit, we walked with
the Churcb, we should fulfil the lusts.
of the flesh ? fie speaks NviLh apparent
authority when Hie says the lusts ef the
fiesh are not fulflled in those who wvalk
after the Spirit.

We beieve that right here lies the very
essence and kernel of Protestantism.


