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Dr. Oronhyatekha.
RY IARY TENPLE BAYARD (MEG.)
(Fromthe * Cunadian Magazine” for June.)

It has been said that the most important
movements in the progress of humanity ave
c¢ontrolled by some strong personality, and
tha*, in spite of theassertion of philosophical
s'udents to the contrary notwithstanding,
the effect of the iudiv*dualitﬁ of the leader is
of enexaggerated,and that the great changes
which society has made would have come iu
so'ne form at all events, with or without the
oune whose name has been made great there-
by. Nevertheless it is for the most part true,
that history is a series of biographies, and
tnac the leaderis a factor equally potent with
the sentiment which callg him into being.

Of no one can this more truly be said than
of Dr. Oronhyatekha, Supreme Chief Ran-
g-r of the Independent Order of Forestera, A
biozraphical sketch of Dr. Oronhyatekha
¢ uld not be written with Forestry left out
any more than a history of the Order bLe
given with no mention of Dr. Oronhyatekha,
since through his masterly management this
organizati»n bas bzen brought up from a
membership of a few hundred to many thou-
sand in America alone, with a growth scarce-
lyless phenomenal in England, Scotland and
Ireland. All other pursuits have been made
subordinate to this, the great object of his
endeavors to make the Independent Order of
Foresters the largest and best trusted of all
frater: -l organizations.

To master the first difficulties of such a
position, and to win the reputation which his
gersonal smbition naturally coveted, it will

e understood, exacted from him greatlabor,
hard study and a will to over rideall discour-
agements. Of course he had his friends
about him in the Order to cheer his hopes
and stimulate his efforts to the task; but
these friends were also his compatitors in his
struggles for leadership, men of established
renown, reputed for their talents in politics
and in the professions; and so it may be re-
garded as no doubtful praise of the new asgso-
ciate in the fraternity to say that he speedily
earned, and has sustained in the estimation
of the Order and the public generally,’a fair
and acknowledged title avd placa on thesame
platform socially and—I had almost said
Bolitically—whicn they occupy. But Dr.,

ronhyathkha has not permitted himself to
have political aspirations, though time and
again wall-meaning friends have urged him
to annouunce himself a candidate for parlia-
mentary horors, painting in alluring colors
the advancement awaiting him along that
road. But he has thought best to adbere to
the organization whose name has almost be-
come a synonym for his own, and in which
he has had all the satisfaction only to bs ex-
perienced by a man havinﬁ‘builc up such an
Order as that of the I.O.F. For this same
reason, Dr, Oronhyatekha has declined flat-
tering editorial offers that have come to him
through the recognition of his ready, graphic
and forceful pen. Not easy sacrifices these,
for the frequent echo of one’s name as a gif'~
ed speaker or writer, and the agresable fillip
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to personal vanity which is given by the
notice of the press magnifying into matter of
public importance the conceits of one’s braing
aund rendering his thoughts a commodity in
the market is flattery not unrelished by even
the most modest, and straightway sets the
wits at work again to redouble the echo and
its accompaniments.

At the time we first hear of Dr. Oronhya-
tekha in connection with the I.0.F., he was
Eracticing medicine in L.ondon, Ontario, and

is professional career was being character-
ized by a rapid and steady progress upward
to the attainment of reputation, influence
and independenca. But carrying the same
energy and enthusiasm into Forestry that he
had iato the practice of his profession he was
soon elected to the office of High Chief Ran-
ger of the province, and in this cagac:ty
showed suchsteadfast devotion to the Order,
marked by its regular and continued ad-
vancementwhich it was recognized could only
have come by hie unremitting watchfulness
and toil, that he attracted the attention of
the entire Forestric world, and was reward-
ed by the highest office within the gift of the
Order, that of Supreme Chief Ranger.

The increasing demands of the organiza-
tion under his leadership finally necessitared
the abandorment of his profession, which
must have seemed a great sacrifice at the
time. However, the reward has been great,
for to day he has the proud distinction of
standing first in froternal societies of Am-
erica, withthe splendid newhome of Fozestry,
now going up on the corner of Bay and
Richmond streets, Toronto, to stand forever
a memorial to his zeal and efficiency.

The City of Toronto in particular and the
Dominion in general owe Dr. Oronbyatekhs
a debt of gratitude greater than they know.
It is doubtles3s not generally understood that
Canada is not the birthplace of the I.0.F.
Like a few other gnod and useful things it iz
of Yankee origin, Newark, New Jersey, hav-
ing been the cradle of the Order. How long
it was nursed ard rocked in the Union is im-
material, since 1. ¢ 50 meny years it has had
its headquartersin Toronto, and been officer-
ed chiefly by Canadians. Is it such a com-
mon_oceurrence for Canadians to supplant
capable men of the United States in official
positions, and to take hold of and build up
societies that have been born under the stars
aud stripes, that no one has thought toques-
tion how the 1.0.F. came to be transplanted?
Has it not occurred that the movements of
the Society have been controlled by some un-
usually strong personsality ? And do not all
fair-minded Canadians see in such a leader
of men one to whom they should be proud to
““crook the pregnant knee.”

Not only is the S.C.R. a born Canadian but
also_born a full-blooded Indian, and one as
loyalto his blood as to his countrf and to the

eat Order he represents, which leaves noth-
ing to be added in way of either personal,
patriotic or fraternal pride.

The romantic story of his birth, early
struggles and varied education is as a twice-
told tale already, but one too full of dramatic
situaiions to ever loge in interest. He was
born at the Six Nations Reservations neayp




