
1866 etcgme anlbitifl Yl3eirotb

The Recurd for August wvas wvholly occu-
Pied Nvithl the MINUTES or SYXOD. WO
trust thmnt theso have been carofully peruised
hy our readers, and that the facts, decisions,
and recommendations containcît in thcm
wiIl ho rcmemboredl and acted upon. The
meeting of the Synod at St. John mnrkod
a hanppy era in the bistory of our churcl.-
The attendanco was large, every Presby-
tory being fairly ropresentod. The numbor
of eIders presont wvas satisfactory, consider.
ing tho distance tnaîîy of them had to travel.

The only "lcase" of nny consoquonce
bofore the Synod wvas that of the Chathîam
organ, whii wvas in effect decided almost
unanîmously-after n full and most patient
discussion. Thiere are flot probably thîre
miinistors in the Synod whîo wvould vote for
tlîe introduction of organs in presont cir-
ruimstancos; and the vast majority regard
thie use of instrumental music in worshîp as
iînautmorized by seripture. Those wvho are
unable to take this vîew come to the saine
praeticaî conclusion on tue ground of chris-
tian expediency. We trust thiat the con-
troversy wilî nowv tako end; and that the
cliînrel will have internai pence wvhiîe she
addressos hersoîf 'vith aîl earnestness to the'
mighi ty wvork, before lier.

The union of thie two Synods wvas a most
deightful scene-a consummation anxious-
]y hoped for by the most ardent fricnds of
1'resbyterianism in tlleso Provinces. Our
Zion is nowv truly and emphaticalîy what
bier name Ilc~~ "The Preshyterian
Chîurch of tho Lowcr Provinces of Britishi
North Aîneriea." We trust that aIl the
provinces wiîl ho benofited by the stop
taken. The ficld for Home Mission labour
is vastly cxtended. N~ew Brunswick alone
wouIld absorb scores of ministers and thious-
ands of dollars. It is sad to think of the
dosolations to ho 'vitnessed in many sections
of that noble country. Go up the St. John
valloy fron thc Suspension Bridge to
Fredericton-to Woodstock-to the Grand
Faîls-to the Madawaska-and how many
Preshytorian churches do you se0 in course
uf these thrce hundred miles ? Not more
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pcrhaps than one for cvory hundrcd miles
yon traverse ! Is it flot muchi the samo on
the liestgouelie and tho Miramichi ?

ïKeyer was tiiere a more inviting field for
Home 'Mission work,; and tho union into,
whichi we have entored is a solcmin pledgo
in the sighit of God and mon that wo muist
ariie to cultivate it. Wc nc'-lec tit at our
propcr peril. Tho work is great indeed
but it is gond to have somothing to do for
our blessed Master.

It wvas cxtrcmély gratifying to find at thc
recent meeting of Synod that the sums con-
tributcd for mnissionary puirposes wvere un-
usually largce. It sccms as if the church
wc-ro rcnlizing the magnitude of the work
she lias before lier, ns if God wvero bcgrinning
to pouir ont upon lier tho spirit of liberality
and self-sacrifice.

Our presont number contains tho sermon
prenchied by Rov. Georgo Christio nt tho
opcning of tho Synod. This discourso is
publishied by reqncst of Synod, and is de-
sorving of most careful study. Tho motto
of our cliureli in the face of threatening
liecsies nnd dangerous changes must ever
ho, Ilprove aIl things ; hold fast that wvhieh
is good."

The attention of the Synod was pointed-
ly called to the fact that the number of
students at present iii tue Thoological Hall
is xnost unreasonably small, and holds out
the poorost possible prospect of an adequate
supply of ministers and missionaries. 'We
slîould have at least four timos as many
students of the first and second years as 'vo
110W have. How is this dofeet to ho remne-
died? Ono cause of the fewness of studonts
is unquestionably the inadequate support
aecorded by congregations to their minis-
tors. XVe hope and beliovo that the llrst
year's elnss this wintor will bie encouraging-
ly numerous. Parents should ho more rea-
dy to dediente their sons to the work of the
minsty and young mon should bear in
mind that thougli preaching tho gospel vyil1
nover seuro wvorldly wealth, there is no
nobler work within the reacli of man.

The Synod diseussed solomnly and car-
nestly the subjeet of the botter sustentation
of the ministry. Thero wore deplorablo
revelations made of thoughtlessxess-must
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