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A door oponed et thet moment, and Uncle Adamn walked
utraight into the ron. Unule Adam wes a rathur eld gentle-
men, but alweys geed-natured. Even now ho did not look
thse Ieast bit effunded, theugli ho must bave hucard ail 1 lied
said. 1 jumpud up, theroughiy ashaed of mysulf. But hoe
enly 8eid:

"lCornu, cerne, my little girl, this is pretty liard on your
old unclo. I'm sorry yen tink me such amiser.11

ilOh, uncle,"1 1 p!eaded, "lploase fergive me. 1 dida't
menu that et ail. I'm, ont ef spirits, and that makes me
unjust."'

"9Weil, nover mind,"l said Uncle Adam, bustling ecross
the reom aud taking a seat. "lCerne bore, Miss Ada. I
bave a proposition tu meke. I don't went te bie poisoned
fur a legacy-don't intorrupt me, rny doar-se I arn going to
give yen a littie presont, instead. Suppose I bribe yen te
bu an old maid, eh ? I will settie ten theusand dollais on
yen now, on condition yen live and die Ada Lyon, spinstor.
'l'hure 11"

IlIf yen will forgive and lerget ail my ugly speeches,
uncle,"- seid 1, " L'il agree te the condition witb pleesure."

"Ada,"I seid methor, faintij-.
"Lot ber elono, Ages, lot bier alene," said Uncle Adam,

wiitb a majes3tic wave ef the band. IlSho'll teke the matter
inte due consideretien. Seo bore, Ada, wve must have a
clear undorstanding. There is te bu ne drawing back. If
yen sign the necossury paper, the monoy is yeurs et once;
but sheuld yen ever marry yon ferfeit every cent. Are yen
ready te ratify the contrnct V"

IlYesI uncle, et once; and I will show thet I am in
earneet."l

"gStop, stop-net at once. l'Il give yen tiit night te
tbink about it. Don't, lie rash. lu <irder te escape being
called a miser, l'Il bribe heavily."1 And Uncie Adami un-
coremoniously marched eut of tho îoom.

I turned te mother, flushcd with triumph. She was still
sitting by the windowv, looking pale and troiibled.

"A.da, coee re," she raid, aimest iiia wisper. '&Look
ont. Isn't thetTheReunsaville 7"

1 sprang te bier side. An open landean, drawn by two
superli gray herses in geld-meunted harness, hall just loua
driven up the avenue.

"lHo bas corne te ask yen te drive with bim,"1 said my
inother; "e t least it looks se."1

I blushed furiously. "ýDoyen tbink se,motherV'"I said.
Thù moment after our visiter was announceri.

Whet.a delightfal day that wes i Wtî drovo down te the
beach; the soiomn ocean monotone seerner chengori te, joy-

oue music. Thon we went round threugb the pie woods.
Thon we came home, wvhite the western sky bl,îzed with the
sunet, andi thegray twiiight lind set ie. Aiy ccoptedilever,
fer ho had proposuri andi I eccepteri hirn, bede me geod-by
et the door and went down tise avenue.

1 ran up-steirs aed into my mother's reom, stoppieg eeiy
te throwv off miy bat aed gloves.

ciWeil, Ada?" wes marnnuss inquiry.
"&AllPs weli, mammra,' 1 enswerod, laugbing and biushing.
But wben 1 lied finished rny littie confidences she seid,

3tili smniling, however:
"cYen wiil bc a portionlees bride, remember, my da:ling."
For the firet tirne, I theught of that odieus centrect.
"Do yen suppose ele Adamn muant al thetVI
1I doe't douit, it," she replied; and yen promised te 1

arrange it flneliy te.night, Ada."l
1 jurnped up. "i arn going now," I said.
ciWhat will yen say to Uncle Adea " t
"iNover mind; l'Il fix it," 1 ensweredgayly. cil'Il cither

coax himi or scae bim."l
1 ieughed ail the way dowa te the *study, until by the

tirne I reacbed the door my -oyee wure full of tears. I let
theni ttay, paused1 te cellect ruy ideas and compose my face,r
thon teppod et the door in a subdued way, ced wucnt elewly in.

Uncle Adamn led teken the'shade off the reeding-iernp,
haid bis meerscheum dewn by it, andi was busily writing.

IlTake a seat, take a seat," hoe raid, ivithout looking up. '
"l'Il have everytbing ready in a fow minutes. Wbat le yonr e

conclusion VI"
.1 seated rnyself in a great arm.-cheir close te lira, and dl

sighed deepiy.
dil'Il oign it, uncle,"1 I raid, and sighed again. r

"Woll, what'e, thu inettor VI lie said, looking round at me.
"l'w afraid it will mako me vory unhappy,"1 1 said, with

another ieigh.%
Il lhy, Ada,"l ho said, in a puzzled way, (cl thoughi; it

.was the very thing to meke yeu happy. What do yen mea '"
tgYci, Uncle Adam," I raid, having recourse te my hftnd-

korohief; "ibut thon I don't wvant to live single."
"lOh 1'1 said ho. "9You've changod your mind. You

don't want the rnonoy ?"
(-Yes, I do," I oxclaimod, with a bysterical littie sob. "I

love 1dim; but I wen't mariy without anything of my owfl.
I'ni ashatnod."1

Unclo Adam nevor could stand toars. Ho left bis chair,
and took rny bauds from my face.

"lAda," hoe said. suvurely, "Ltell me iastantly, etraiglit up
and down-wheni (le you love ?"

"gAMr. Rounsaville,"1 saed I, solomnly.
"iYou arc a foolish child,"l said Uncle Adam, pet-

ting my head. "i know Rouasavilie wvas corning hure
te-day, and se 1 wouldn't let you lied yoursolf by any
promise until ho came. But whet absurd nonsense is this?
Corne, child, 1 won't bribe yon to live single. If yon marry
Rouesavilie, l'Il givo you ten thonsand dollars."

"9 Witt yon, uncle ?" 1 criod, in ocstasy.
ciDon't cry any more, thon," hoe said, airnost tendorly.

tg iss me, my dear, and go tedj. yeur mother."
1 ran up-stairs.
ccMarnra," I called, "I 've taken the bribe."
1 frightened her droadfuily, but soon expiained.
And Uncle Adam gave me on mny wedding-day the ton

thousand check with which, originally, hoe bad bribud me tel
bo an old maid.

r-~HERE wvas consternation et Kesterton, for thore could
Sbo no donbt of it-Merluy Ashford was merriod. After
but a slight bositation, whon appealed to by bis amazed
mothor and indignant father, hoe had acknowlodgod it

bimsolf, and thore was no longer cny attempt mcdo te rofute
tho rumors.

But bis parents wero in despair Morley Ashford, the boir
of Kesterton, the oldebt aad finest estato in the county, bad
married a slip of a girl, a more child, daugbter of a fishermen
on tho cost.

Morley, with bis tall, slight figure, bis easy grace, bis
frank blue eyee and clustering chestnnt heir, was but twenty.
No one bcd dreemed of his marrying yet; but ind'ilged, if
net spoiled, this marriage had corne of thke unquestioeed froe-
dom in which ho spont bis days-hed been consnmmated
with ne thougbt of wreng.

- It was whoa yon and mother went to Switzerland lest
autumu,"1 Morley said to bis father. «&She was such a tek-
ing littie thing. 1 wvas bowitched te go dovwn there to old
Rtushton's, and bier mothor wouidn't lot me sou ber unloss 1
rarried ber. Se the banne were put up over at Blackhaven,

and Gladys and I were married. I dida'ýt tbink, 1 arn sure
sir, but I might rnarry bier if I liked."

Old Peter Ashiford greaned.
ccMorley, yen blbckhead 1 " hoe bnrst ont, thon chocked bis

impetuoue anger. &"It is my ewn fault. I did net realize
that yen wero ne longer a child 1 bave told yen notbing of
ny wishes-my plans, what is due te yonrselt, te me, te pes-
;erity. Oh Morley 1 ail my bigh hopes-"'

The old man broke dowc in unwonted tears.
Morley, se cerceoss and light-hearted, wvas serions enongh

iow at siglit of bis fathor's grief.
ccI arn verv eorry, sir," ho said. IlWbat wonld yon have

ne do now ?"I
'. Will1 yen obey my requirements in this matter ?
ccI will1 du unything but give ni) Gladys."
The squire was wisely sulent. lio conforred with bis wife.

Phe recuit was that in three days the tbree set forth on an
xtended continental tonr-Morley's accempanying bis father
.nd mothor being made a condition of their nccopting thoir
aughter-in-law on their rotuin.

For sevoral menthe Morley corresponded with bis wite.
egularly. He tried aise te iuterost his mother la bis young


