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NOTES ON THE LOCUST INVASION 0F 1874 IN

'MANITOBA AND THE NORTIL WEST TERRITORIES.

13v GEORGE M. D)AwVSox, Assoc. R. S. 1%M F. G. b.

The ravag-es of the western loeust, or devastating grasshopper,
bave of late years beun very great, over ail the castern fertile
region of the plains, and the insect bas foreed itself on the atten-
tion not onlv of thie flarniex, who direetly bears the loss, but alsv,
on tlîat of' ail iaterested iii the western spî'ead of setulemient and
civilization: liability to its inroads constitutes iii fact, at the
prescrit t lie, the greatcst diflieulty in the way of the rapid oeeu-
pat ion of a vast traet of'otIîerwvise desirable eountry.

While a rneînber of the British Nort 1-ý Anîcrican Boundary
Commnission> I lîad the opportunity of passing over a great part
of the region subjeet to the ravagres of' the locust;- and it wvas
intended to, inelude in mny first report as conîplete an aeeount of
the loeust raid of 1874 as I eould compile. For several reasons,
however, tlis, proved impracticable. Though by cireulars, witb
a list of speeific questions, issucd for the purpose, muehl infor-
mnation was obtained froui various parts of British North
Aineriea, and the Western States, inueh of it was of a some-
what, indefinite eharaeter. Mi. C. V. BiIuj-, Entoinologist to
the State of Missouri, bias :îlo since publislbed a pretty full
aceount of the invasion iii so lai as tiie Western States of the
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