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for hlim to givc us first his impressions of this work-ofcoursc it
has ail bcen ncw to him-and whatcvcr else lic may wish to say to
you about it. Then, I should like for you, as many as may wish
of the ncmbers of this Society, to go to the histological laboratory
and look at the fillings undcr the microscopc. There you can sec
the amîount of shrinkage as rcvcalcd by the microscope. See for
yoursclves what it means, and m.kc ont in your mind, if you cai,
what I shall man wvhecn I tell you that this amalgam lias shrunk tell
points, or eight -oints, or scVcn points. Sec for yoursclf, for tics
things can bc sccn by anyonc. Wc make hei directly tangible
to the scnscs. By this observation I think you vill bc much better
cnablcd to undcrstand what I mcan when I say that this or that
filling has shrunk so much.

Dr. WI.LLtoTT:

M. Presiden1?rci ti ecnl/culen,'Since thi mecting of the
Toronto Dental Society on Wedncsday cvcning at half-past
sevcn, I have bccn working cvcry sparc moment nlight and day
at these measuremcnts, and I have not had timc since Dr.
Black asked me to give my impressions of the mcasurements to
compare the records one with anothcr. What I have seen, though,
impresses me vcry forcibly with the fact that we cannot depend oo
amalgam. What lias impresscd me more than anything clse, apart
from the amalgam, is the wonderful accuracy with which Dr.
Black makes a measurcment to forty-thousandths of an inch, Icave
it for half an hour and then test it and it is cxactly the saine as it
ivas. As far as I have had time to look at the records it sccms to
me it makes very littIe difference as to manipulation, but it is in
the preparation of the cutting and the annealing. It will not be
proper for me to make any comparison of the records. Dr. Black
lias already made that, and will give you that far more accurately
than I cati if I had studied the record for a wcek. Just one point
about the shrinkage. It may seem to you but a very smnall shrink-
age. Compare the distance between the amalgam and the edgc of
the tube under the microscope. Compare the distance with the
size of the micro-organisms that w,'e understand are present. We
cati get threc hundred o- four hundrcd of them side by side in that
space. l

Dr. BLACK-NoW, Dr. Noyes and Dr. Willmott have arranged a
number of specimens in such a way that you cati pass in single file
and examine ail of them without crowding. Makce it a point to do
that and view the specimens and return in the same way and we
vill be able to sec them quickly and have no confusion, and par-

ticularly iote the amount of slrinkage or the amount of separation
of the amalgarn from the walls of the tubes, (Members of Society


