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Novesper 1dsa

try to unpress you with the kigher aims and objeots of the
profussion which you are now entering as students,

Voturisary soicuce is 0o lunger the simple art of the farrier,
whose knowledgo cunsisted of a few nostrums and the pro.vice
of a rade form of sargury, it is, in fact, a soieoce, embracing
within its seupu the whols of the collateral soivnows which are
inciaded iu the currioutum of the furcmost medioal enlleges,

For the sucoessful prosecutiun of its study there is sequired
u oviubination of gualitios such as are nut uoeded in any other
of the soicutific profussivns, via. a woll ocultivated mind, a
stadivas habit, and cvnetant applicution, and in additivn yoa
reyuiry physical courage and Lluct to enable yuu w control
your puticts. It has beon remarked that the tendenoy in
the schouls of the prescnt day 15 to devote tuy much to the
pucely scicntific, and wo hittle to the prastical application of
the soience. This is av doubt tu a vertain estent true, but it
is due tu the fact that the time devoted to the study by the
pupil is fac o limited for Biw tv acoumplish buth the soien-
tific wnd practical together, aed 1t mast cume to it, that like
the medical students, Veterinary gra  wics most spund buth
time and invucy in Visiting those huspitals where large sum-
burs of animals are being treated, not in burried momeants,
between Luurs of otudy, but luisurcly and when they huve
nuthing else tu duv. Thore is nu profession that has made such
progressive strides as has this vune, in fifty years, from the
radc art of the farrier it has risen to a scicnee which furms nv
small part in the progress of nations, from the faot that it is
the band maid of agrisulture which is the backboune of na
tional prusperity. You will thus see that you are entering on
the study of o stience which uffurds cumplete field for your
awmbitions and abilities, be they what they may.

A nativn beoomes great in propurtion tu the advancement
of her agriculture, especially that branch of agriculture dovoted
to stook raising, The mere prodection of graivs seldom re-
sults in making a ocountry great or wealthy. It is a well
known fact that on this continent at least the live stook of
both the United States aud Canada has formed a very im
portaot part of their agricuitural greatuess, and represent no
small portive of the countries” wealth, and it bchoves every
country and guvernment to promoute the vetufinary coicnce as
much &y pussible, su that they may enjoy the full advantages
that it is capeble of bestowing in the prevention of contagious
diseases.

Let as look at the result of iguoring the warning voics of
the profession in England half' a century ago. When the
bovine seourges were decimating the herds vb the cuntivent of
Europe, and their introdactivn scemed imminent, the govern-
ment teroed a deaf ear to thuse members of the veterinary
profession who hud kuvwledge and ovorage wnough to cautivn

Geeat Britain, they wore s0n forgotter . and t arestricted im
portation was oarried or trom Buropear in‘csted countrics,
zntil, forty-one years ag s, Plouro pocumonta was introduced
by « cow from German_, and repeatedly sioce.

Foot and Mouth Disease on several ocossions also, and soon
tho same expuricnoes Wero gono through in The United States
as in Eogland,the differenoc being duc to the greater isolation
of farms, and much less intercourse of herds such as took
place ia Bagland at fairs and markets. In several instances
lvoal activn suceceded in stampit, it oat, but for want of
genoral concerted action by the Federal Government, ita
eradioation was never completc in all the States, and fresh
impurtations insured its continuance. Fortunately for thirty-
five years lictle or no movement westward of stook took place
from the iofeoted States and no outbreak of these discasés
was known tv have taken place until quite recently, when
by the transportation of infected animals it is to be feared
that both Foot aud Mouth disease and Pleuro-pneumonia
have been introduced inte those g est oattle rearing and
feeding Western States whiob are ..s0 the nurserics of the
great ranchiog coantry on the Western plains, where hundreds
of millions of dollars worth of cattle rcplace the vast herds of
baffalo, and it is now very problematical whether or not they
04n bo prevented from reachirg those great unfenced ranges,
vn which it wonld be beyond control and lcad to unheard of
calamity, which coald ot be otherways than disastrous to
American agriculture.

At whose door must this terrible charge be laid ? Who is
responsible fur this serious blunder, or'worse than blunder,
orime would by o mord fitted term for the sacrificiug of the
meat supply of the world. For it is well known that, free
from diseasy these great pluins arc quite capable of feeding
sufficient cattle to supply the markets of every nation with
beef of the primest quality.

Did the veterinary profession do its duty in the matter ?
A few of its members ourtainly did. Tc the oredit of those
who wet in cunvention at the ceatennicl celebration at Phi-
ladelphia in 1876 it must be said that they did their duty in
warnog the Guvernument and people of the United States of
the great danger to which their vast cattle industry was ex
pused in the absence of a quaraotine system, to prevent disease
and to deal with it when it appeared.

The subject was introduced both by Professor Law and
myself, was frecly discussed, and the papurs were ordered to
be published for distributiun, at the expense of the convention,
awodg the wembers of cvugress aud agricultural associations.
In tiat paper I remarked, ““ How often have iavasions of
these diseases pusoud like a blight over the whole length and
bread.h of the British Ioles, bringing rain to handreds of

- them, and urge the uecessity of checkiog the importativn of | England's best furmurs,seriously curtsiliog her foud resources
live stook or placing it ander proper regulativns.  Thy resalt | and reducing her workiog classes to a'state of semi starvation
was the importativn of cuntinental plagues, Foot and Mouth | I am well aware that many will say of us,as was said of Pro
disease, Pleuro puenmnia, Varivla Ovina,and Rinderpest, | fessor John Garinger that we are alarmists, that the fears
froms which folowced the dowofali of English agricultare | thus expressed are groundless, but I have little doubt that if
Furm ofter farm was vierran by the plagues, stock after stock | s protective measures are adopted, like him, we will live to
was deciniated or desitoyed, until, ruined aod dicheartesed, | sce the time wheo our rulers will wish that they had listened
the honest furmer was ruduced frum opulenoe to almost | to @s who at this great contennial gathering bumbly endea
poverty, uod forced to emigrate to o foreign lund where he | voured to point out their daty to the country, not to trifle
huped to cvape from the ourse whick drove him from his | with these diseases, but to take such steps as will insore their
home. Could the guveroment hold itsd{ blaweless for igaur- | noo-introduction inte the couotry, an undertaking of little
iy for y.ars the valauble surv.cus which the veterinary pro- | moment compared with that of cradioating them once they
fession oould have afforded the couutry in averting the | are introduced.” N - -
calamity ? . ) To the Report on Diseases of Cattio published Ly the govera-

lacy of England’s best tkough ruised farmers with their , ment at Washiogton in 1871, Professor Gamges in his artiole
."."mlhcs crossed the Adaatio Ocean and settled in the New | un Pleuro-pucumonia says, “ T hope that sota fow will realise
Eugland or Atlantio 3iates, hoping there to b beyond the | after e porusal of this report, even though they may jnhabit
coise of cale plagavs.  But how shuriived Ware theit | the far distant prairies and the mountains of (ulifornia, that
Lupes --1mstead of profitiug by the buter experiences of §it is the duty of every American farmer to manifest his inter-’



