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From her they obtained a fair
knowledge of what are called the
English branches. They went to
church and Sunday -school alsd.
Thus they were being well trained
in spite of their poverty. ,

One day when Delia, the oldest,
was about fourteen, Rosa, twelve,

and Clara, ten, they were surprised -

by a call from a lady whom they
had often seen in church, but who
had never spoken te them.

‘I'm sure you can’t guess, Mrs.
Byrnes, what I’ve come for, said
she. ‘I've just decided to form a
Mission Band, and I’ve come to ask
your granddaughters to join it. The
reason why I’ve never done this be-
fore is because I have not thought
much about missions until lately.
Perhaps you remember that a few
weeks ago our minister preached a
missionary sermon. Well, Ive
thought and thought over it since,

and now I want to try to help a-

little. It seems to me that the best
way to help is to interest the young
folks, so that is what I want to do.
Will you let the girls come to the
meetings ?

‘I’ll be glad to have them go, Mrs.
Blair, and learn something about
the Lord’s work in other places, buf

T'm afraid it’s very little they’ll be’

able to give. We haven’t much
money, you know.” P

‘Oh, no matter about that. We
won’t ask them to give much, but
every cent helps. The best we can
any of us do isto give what we can.
If we all do that, the cause of mis-
sions will prosper.’ ‘

So the three girls joined the Mis-
gion Band and soon they were
among the most interested mem-
bers. They worked for it, and plan-
ned for it and did whatever they
could to help in the various meet-
ings. They learned also to lay
aside something from their small
savings in order to make their regu-
lar contributions. -

One day there came a special call
for aid in fitting out a missionary,
who was about to leave home for a
foreign land, and the three sisters,
after consultation with their grand-
mother, promised to give one dol-
lar. That may seem a small sum to
the reader of this story, but it
meant considerable to those poor
girls. :

" By dint of close saving they had
after a while seventy-five cents to-
gether, and then Delia declared
that she didn’t see how they were
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to get the rest. ‘We ean’t give what
we don’t have,’ said she, ‘and we
haven’t either of us one cent more.
If we had we ought te keep it to-
wards a pair of new shoes for Clara.
Her feet are almost on the ground.
How can we afford to give away a
dollar ?

While Delia was making these
discouraging remarks, she and her

sisters were seated on the small -
~ porch by the side of the house.

Their grandmother was in the gar-
den examining the prospect for
more vegetables. It was the hour
of sunset and they were all resting
after the day’s work.

Suddenly a carriage drawn by
two fine black horses stopped be-
fore the gate. On either side of this
narrow entrance were rows of bril-
liant hollyhocks, the only orna-
mental things in sight.

‘Will you sell me some of your
flowers?’ called a voice from the
earriage

None of the girls replied direct-
Iy, but Rosa called, ‘Grandma,
Grandma?

No need to call again. The old
woman, in calico gown and ging-
ham sun-bonnet, came running as

fast as her aged limbs would bear

her. A carriage at her gate ? What
could it mean?

‘Will you sell me some of your
hollyhocks? asked thé lady again.

‘Yes, yes,” answered Grandma
Byrnes in a voice which denoted
her readiness to effect a sale.

‘Then please give me twenty-five
cents worth. Your flowers are so
pretty that I want to paint a pie-
ture of some of them.’

The grandmother produced a pair
of shears from somewhere with in-
credible swiftness, and without
more ado began making a generous
bunch of flowers.

‘Don’t cut more than you feel like
sparing,” remonstrated the lady.

‘Oh, they come up by themselves
every year, I don’t mind cutting
them.’

Snip, snip, ‘went on the shears un-
til the seller was at length satisfied
that she was giving the lady her
money’s worth.

The flowers faded before the next
morning. It was impossible to
paint a picture of them. But how
was it about the sum which had
been paid in their purchase ?

Grandma Byrnes stepped up to

‘the porch and exhibited the silver

quarter, ‘Here girls,” said she, ‘I
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reckon this is about what you need
to finish up your missionary contri-
bution, isn’t it' ?’

‘Oh, grandma! are you really,
going to let us have it? How good
you are?” And ‘grandma’” was pre-
sently in danger of being smother-
ed by the arms which, regardless of
the sun-bonnet, were thrown about
her neck. 3

‘Wasn’t it strange, said Delia,
‘that that lady should have come
just when we wanted twenty-five
cents so much ¥ :

‘I don’t think it was. very
strange,’ said her grandmother, ‘the
manna came to the children of Is-
rael just as they needed it day by
day. We're the Lord’s children too,
and He knows our needs just as He
did theirs. I reckon He sent that
carriage. :

How Did Jim Know ?

For several years my early morn-
ing walk lay through the first block
of West Fifty-seventh street, where
I used regularly to meet a milkman
delivering milk. He - would take
from his waggon a rack containing
several bottles and go from house
to house, while his old gray horse
walked sedately on alone.

One morning cs I was passing
the pair midway the block the man
said to his horse:

‘Go on Jim, and turn at No. 7.

I-watched with interest. Jim did
go on until exactly opposite No. 7.
Then he carefully turned and walk-
ed back to his master—or shall I
say his comrade >—Qur Animal
Friends.’
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A reliable and handsome Fountain Pen, usnall
sold at $2.00, manufactured by Sandford &Ben'.
mat.t,f New“Yfrkt. ‘vziven l&o ‘Messenger’ subscrib-
ers for a list of six subscriptions <
Messenger’ at 30 centseach.p W Hotes

The People’s Horse, Cattle, Sheep and Swine
Doctor. This Took gives a description of the
diseases of the Horss, Cattle, Sheep and Swiune,
with exact doses of medicine. - Usually sold at
$1.¢0, will be glven to‘Messenger’ subscriber s
for a list of five subscriptions to the ‘Northern
Messenger’ at 30 cents each.

BAGSTER’S MINION BIBLE,suitable for Churech,
Sabbath School or Day School, Each boy and
girl reader of the ‘Messenger’ should possess
one, Given for four subscriptions to the ‘Nor-
thern Messenger’ at 30 cents each.

BAGSTER’S LONG PRIMER BIBLE — A hand-
some Bible, gilt edges, with the addition of 307
pages, containing) the following Valuable Bible
Helps, Concordance, Alphabetical Index, Mnaps,
and illustrations, withother aids to Bible
study.  Given to ‘Messenger’ subscribers for
thirteen subscriptions o the ‘Northern Messen~
ger’ at 30 cents each. '
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Old Country Friends.

Do our subscribers zll know that ths
postage on papers to Great Britain and
Ireland has been so greatly reduced that
we can now send any of our publications,
postage paid, at the same rates as obtain
in Canada.

“Daily Witness,” post paid, $3 a year,
“Weekly Witness,” post paid, $1 a year.
‘World Wide,” post paid, $1 a year.
‘Northern Messenger,” post paid, 30c year.



