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the advancement of human happiness,
and the extension of the Divine Glory.
Then, indeed, would be exemplified
and proclaimed universally the Gos-
pel of Christ, in all the purity and
sublimity of character ascribed to it
at its first announcement in the world
-GLORY To GOD IN THE HIGIEST,

AND ON EARTH PEACE-GOOD WILL

AMONG MEN; -GLAD TIDTNGS OF
GREA T JOY-TO ALL PEOPLE.

And is this, after all, a Utopian
speculation, a picture drawn by fancv,
unauthorized by the word of God?
Is it not rather a sober anticipation of
the promised glories of Messiah's
reign ? Surely, the language of the
Prophet, highly figurative as it is, in
announcing this grand event, will
j1ustify the expectation of such a state
of things. TiiE DESART SHALL R E-

JOICE AND BLOSSOM AS THE ROSE.

THE WOLF AND THE LAMB SHALL

PFrED TOGETER. EVERY VAiEY

SHIALL BE EXALTED, AND EVERY

MiOCNTAIN AND HILL BE MADE LOW.

THE GLORY OF THE LORD SHALL

RE REVEALED, AND ALL FLESH

SHALL SEE IT TOGETHER.

Among the means to he ernployed
hy Christians for the advancement of
this happy era, the circulation of the
1 [olv Scriptures, the dissemination of
the "good seed of the kingdom," ap-
pears to be one, of the most direct
and eflectual. le who has declared
that his " word shall not retirn unto
him void," has in a renarkable man-
ner imiled upon and prospered the
efforts of his people in this cause. 'I'o
give the greater effe<'t to their opera-
tions the friends of truth have united
their energie's, and in associated har-
mony marched forward with the
standard of the Gospel, "holding
forth the word of life.»" The British
and Foreign Bible Society stands
foremost among these hallowed con-
fpderationq. Its foundation were laid
in faith ; and thoigh gmall in it.s he-
erinning, aind onfen obtruicted in its
progress, it as heconie a temple of

the Lord, and attained a magnittide
and a splendour which hare'attracted
the eyes of all natibn, 'ànd'froin it
have issùed streams of light and glory
to illuminate many of the dark re-
gions of the earth.

Though all our readers are acquaint-
ed with its present character and re-
joice in its prosperity, but few of
them have been able to trace its pro-
gress from its origin to its present
state. It is our intention, therefore,
in this and some future numbers, to
lay beforé them a brief sketch'of the
history of this admirable institution.
It was the year 1804, in the stormy
period of the French Revolutionary
war, that this design to extend the
kingdom of the PRINCE OF PEACEF
was first conceived and undertaken.
But there are some preliminary stWps
and incidents which requiretobe pre-
viouslr noticed.

The primary occasion of all those
measures which gave rise to tke in-
stitution of the British and Foreign
Bible Society, was the scarcity of
Welch Bibles in the principality of
Wales, and the impracticability tf ôb-
taining a supplyfron th éhly 'so'orce
then known. As earlyas tle year1787,
this scarcity began to be giore sen-
sihly felt and deplored; 'and nhany
pious Clergymen and others exerted
themselves for a long time in ,ain to
renove it. Scanty, suppliek. were
sometimes procureýd; but thek Were
insuflicient ; and the want contirhied
to increase. Application was .n1 d'e
to the Society for Promotlrg C1yIf'-
ian Knowledge; but for.some
without %uccess. The ,»br \YeTch
were unable to prôvidè a rem e t'or

the evil of which the coml &ed,
and their frieuds in Engnd. cu
not then offer a sufficient indtièiYeht
to those who alone 'were compétèit
to provide it. At, length,. ip 1796,
the SQciety just mentiondL issued an
order for a niew, edition of the Welth
Bible to the amount of 10,000 copdes.


