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vegetating productions are blasted vy his frown.
Discases, defects and debilities of every kind van-
ish at hisword. The DbLlmd see; the deaf hear;
the sick are restored to perfect health ; the lepers
ire cleansed ; the devils fly at his rebuke; even
death and the grave, at his summons, yield up in-
stantly their dead : the very inmost thoughts of the
human heart are known to him, as soon as formed,
Ina word, the whole of nature owns him, though
disguised in human form, her Almighty Maker and
sovereignLord.

If we sec him not now performing such mira-
¢tles, we behold bim dmly working in the adminis-
tration of this universe other wonders as astonish-
ingly great. Forinstance, to give life is a fur
areater act of omnipotence, than torestore it : and
this we sce bim do daily, by calling into existence
millions of creatures, and giving thema life and a
being, winch they never had before. He re-pro-
duces with increase the seed in the ground to teed
his needful creatures ; as he reproduced the loaves
and fishes in the desart to feed Ins fasting follow-
ers : and can he not as casily reproduce inits very
distribution, by the hands ot his Pastors, the bread
of life, which ke promised to give us? It was
from this very miracle, a most stwendo  one
certainly, that he took occazion to challenge the
belief of the multitude, who had witnessed it, in his
power to furnish themn with a far more wonderful
and exquisite repast : not an carthly one, for the
<hort support of the body ; but a heavenly and
life-giving one, for the nourishment of the soul : a
food, as he aflirms, fur excelling cven the miracu-
laus manna of the Israclites; and infinitely sur-
passing the Protestant’s poor drop and crumb.

It was our original distrustin the word of G,
aud our guilty wish for forbidden knowledge, ‘hat
wrought all our woe in Paradise ; by making us
the willing dupes of the deceiving tiend. The re-
pa.~tion therefore of our fault is our entire reliance
onthe woed of God, without coveting to know
and understand more of his mysteries than he has
heen pleased for the present to reveal. As a trial
therefore of our faith in his v >, he has grounded

his whole rclixfiou on mysten.~ inexplicable;
several of which are admitted by pro‘estant’s as

articles of their faith : such asthe unity anu trinity
of the Godhead ; the incarnation of the eternal
son ; the resurrection of the dead, &c. And, while
{hey admit these, as essential truths revealed to us
by the deity ; can they reject, though more expli-
city, repcatedly, and emphatically rcvealed and
faught by the samne authority, the Eucharistic myste-!
1y, on the sole plea of its incomprehensibilily 7

Yet, in the whole of nature, which is that singlc
nhject which maun i his present state does fully
comprehend T Are we not every where surrounded
with mysteries inexplicable? Are we not, in
cvery sense, a perfect mystery even to oursclves?
And shall we doubt the clear declaration of God,
hecause to us its verisication is quite incomprchen-
sible 7

The Eucharistic mystery is, if you please, the
hardest to be understood. It is, if I may call it
so, the mystery of myslerics ; and the one by which!
our trust in the divine word ic put to the severest!

[ speak not in the learned words of human wisdom ;

for it s folly to kim; and he cannot understand, be-

|

test.  But then it is, on this account the ciearest
and most fully revealed of apy ; not only hy the
Saviour’s solemn, phin and positive declarations
on the subject; but by all the, clse unmeaning,
legal sacrifices, types and figures ; the whole of!
which but pointed at this mystery ; and found in it
their full accomplishinent.

Our belief in this mystery, from our total reli-
ance on the word of God, is the ample amends
made to him for our original distrust in his word :
and, as we fell from him by our disbelief; we are
restored to lnm in this mystery, and united with
him in the closest manner ; in reward of our per-
fect faith. Qur bane 13 thus changed into our
bliss: and the tree of death, with its forbidden;
fruit, converted into the tree of life; the fruit of
which, we are now commanded to eat as the sov-
ercign antidote agawst the threav-ned death; for
on the tree of the cross that body hung, and that,
blood was shed, to the cating cr drinking of which,
is promised eternal life.~John 6, as above.

Still, to those not taught of Gud, but of man,
how incredible and absurd must seem so deep a
mystery ! And hence do we sce all the sectaries, |
though they affect to cling fo the letter of the scrip-!
ture ; racking their brains, and ris + ¢ every con-

Jjecture, rather than take the Saviour's words in their

plain, unfigurative and literal meaning. They be-.
lieve his declaration only in as far as they think|
they understand it.  Where then is the merit of their -
faith, if they believe nothing of the word of God.
but what they comprchend 7 Strange presumption
in such short-sighted and ignorant worms, to set;
themsclves thus to judge how farthe evident disclo-.
sures of omuiscience are admissible ; rejecting of |
them, as absurd and impossible, whatever comes;
not within the narrow sphere of their intellect.—-!
Fuaith, says St. Paul, comcth by the hearing:—Rom. J
x. 17. It stands nol on the wisdom «f'1 en,but on

the power of God. 1 Cor.ii. 6. W speak, con-;
tinues he, the wisdom of God inamystery ; a wis-

dom whick is lidden ; which God ordained Leofore

the world unto aur glory ; whick none of the princes )

of this world knew.—But to us (fod b cvealed!
thom by his spirit: for the spirit scarcheth all things)
even the deepthings of God.  Kor what maen know-
elh thethings of aman, but the spiret of a man,
that isin him ? so, the things also that are of God,
no sman knoweth, but the Spirit of God, Now we
have rewsved, not the spivit of this world, but the
spirit thats. of God; that we moy know the things
that are given us from God: viuch things also we

but in the doctrine of the spirit, comparing spiritual
things twcith spiritual.  Bul the sensual . °n per-
ceivelhnol the things that are of the spirit o) God;
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cause il is spiritually examined. But the spiritua.
man judgeth all things, and he kimself is judged by
no man : for who has known the mind of the Lord,
that ke meyinstruct kim 7 Dut we have the mind
of Christ.—1bid.

Those thercfore taught of God, and who ﬂnus-‘ 1
’ WIL, KEEP MY WoRrD;and my Father will love

havethemind of Christ; can sce in this Eucharis-
tic mystery a dectrine worthy of that God, whoi
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with his word created all thioge out of nothing : and
in our belief ina myatery so inoxplicable, an act o/
homage paid to his veracily proportionably great .
while those taught of man, who perceiveth not 3
things that are of the spirit, see nothing in i, but
folly, because they cannot understand.

Yet in all this prodigy of love to mnn, there i
nothing too much fot him to accomplish, who could
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stoop so from his sovereign height to the extreme

lowliness and utter abjection of our fallen au!
wretched condition: could even assume our gugr -
ing and mortal humanity ; und in it, as 6 worm and
70 man ; the reprouch of man, and thy outcast of the

peoplc.~-Ps. xai. 6.--bear the expiatory puuish-
ment of our guilt, in order to save us from destruc-

tion. It is not too much for him, who could make
himeelf our brother, to vouchsafe so to dwell in the
midst of us; disguised, indeed, to try our faith ,
and muffled up in the sacramental veils; butin that
very same, though now glorified and iinpassible hu.
manity, which he disdeigned not to take upon him-
self for oursake. Here he stands between us and
the just wrath of his heavenly Father; pleading,
our high priest according to the order of Melclisa

dech, @ merciful respite for sinners ; and preserving
thus our sin-polluted world from destruction : ax
Moscs, interposing himself hetween the angry Deity
and the guilty Israelites, prevented their threatencd
extermnation : and as Aaron, the High Priest.
b stening forth with his censor and holy fire, stayed
the havoc made in the camp by the destroying An

gel.~-Nuinb. 14.—ibid. 16, 48.

Yes, he still deigns to dwell in the midst of his
followers herc on carth. His love for us, which
knows no bouads, will not suffer hiim to be absent
from the darhng objects of his care and concern
My delight says he, is to be with the children of mei
Prov. viii. 31—and, where two or three are gather-
ed together in my naine, there am I 1 the midst of
them. Matt. xviii. 20,

No bars or doors can now oxclude his presence.
In the midst of his Disciples, though closetted up
{ur fear of the Jews, he suddenly stood ; and gave
his woundsto be felt by his doubting Apostle; chid-
ing him atthe same time in the gentlest manner for
his credulity.  Becausethou hast seen me, Thomas;
said he, thow hast believed; but blesscd are they, whe
havenot seen me, and yet have elieved. John xx.
29,

I will not leave vou erphans, said he, to his deap
afflictcd followers, who thought they were going to
tose him. Juill cometo you again.  Yet a little
while, and the world sces me no more, but you ses
me, because Ilive; and yow shall live.  In thut day
youw shall knotw that [ am in my Lather; and you it
me; and I inyon, He who hathmy commandmenis.
yand keepeth them; he it is who loveth me: and Ae.
swoho loveth me, shalt be loved by my Father; und £
-lwxlllove fim, and MAXITEST MYSELF TO HINM,
' Judas, not the Iscariot, saith to him: Lord !
Howis it that THOU WILT MANIFEST THYSELL
TO US, ASD 5OT TO THE WORLD? Jesus au;
swered and said to him: if any one love me, Nk
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him: andd we will come to him, and make our abode



