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“Persons requiring professional aid in any work” are 
partly able “to distinguish between qualified and un

qualified members of such professions” by ascertaining 
the engineering degrees held by the engineer under con
sideration, or by consulting the lists of members of the 
Engineering Institute of Canada, the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers, the American Society of Me
chanical Engineers and other Canadian technical organiza
tions or Canadian branches of American engineering
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It is true that some of these societies contain members 
who are not well qualified engineers, so that membersh p 
itl any one of them is not a sure sign of ability, but surely 
it indicates a probability of ability, as at least nine-tenths 
of the membership of any such society, at a conservative 
estimate, are technically qualified for some kind of en- 

There was no guarantee that the
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gineering work.
Engineering and Technical Institute of British Columbia 
would be more Simon pure with regard to its membership, 
or that its members would be of any higher grade than 
those of any other society or institute. As a mat er of 
fact, the secretary of one of the other Canadian technical 
societies alleges that the contrary proposition is
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One phase of the object of the bill is being met by the 
present change in the Engineering Institute of Canada. 
Undoubtedly' the public now finds its difficult to determine 
just who are the qualified engineers. 1 lie man in the 
street often finds the same difficulty, perhaps in lessened 
degree, in selecting a “qualified” doctor or lawyer. Leav
ing out of consideration the house-cleaning that would 
have to be done by any «society which might want 
bership therein to be regarded as prima facie evidence of 
engineering ability', the public does not know what mem
bership list or lists to consult. Injustice would be done 
to many well-qualified engineers by consulting only

lists. It would be obviously unfair, for example,
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“INSTITUTE” one
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or two
to assume that an individual—because his name does not 

in the list of members of, say, the Engineering
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Columbia recently sought pro 
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Produce it. But the legislature P«> | ;vate bills .
without having discussed the -» ’ uently the proposed 
ffiittee had reported against 1 , j probably for
legislation is dead for this year at least P

appear
Institute of Canada—is not a qualified engineer. He may 
be a member of any one or more of a dozen other technical 
societies, and he may be fully qualified. But to make it 
easier for the public to distinguish in this regard, the idea 
actuating the men who are behind the broadening out of 
the Engineering Institute of Canada, is to widen the In
stitute to such an extent that it will include all qualified 
engineers in Canada, in whatever branch of the profession 
they may practice, and to weed out the few men now in 
the Institute who are not well qualified, so that ultimately 
a reference to the membership list of the Engineering In
stitute of Canada would be sufficient for all persons re
quiring professional aid.”

The committee of the British Columbia legislature 
showed good judgment in reporting against the bill. 1 he 
best interests of the British Columbia public w.ll be served 
by the growth of the Vancouver and Victoria branches of 
the Engineering .Institute of Canada.
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The bill was sought upon wrong ._
F°r the bill, as outlined therein, ■ ^ the better pro-

“ Whereas it was deemed expe ie ral advance-
action of the public interests, aac particularly for pro
uvent of mechanical science, anc 1 ^ knowledge which
doting the acquisition of that SP 0j engineers, archi
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TO THOSE NOT INTERESTED IN ROADS

“T^VERY engineer is, or should be, interested in every 
fHy other engineer’s problems, whether they are his own 

at the immediate moment or not,” recently said H.
H. Vaughan, president of the Canadian Society of Civil . 
Engineers, Perhaps we are depending too much upon 
Mr Vaughan’s theory in devoting this whole issue to the 
Canadian Good Roads Congress, but we appreciate the 
advisability of presenting these road speeches to our

enacts as

etc.


