
THE 0ANADIAN PRESBYTEP,

We hall this book mg a noble contribution to Clhristian literature, and as a
beaqutiful exiimple of the great 'learning and) acute criticisni of its largo hearted
an(1 cloquent wvriter. WVe recommend it to tic caroful perusal of thinking men,
and espeeially of clergymen and statesmen. 14

RELIGION IN AMERICA, or ant Accotint, &c., liv RoîtEnT BAIUD.-NYIO York,
Harper &f Brothe'rs, 1856; .Montreal, B. Dawsot.-8vo., pp. 696.

ThA JUitedl States forin the -econd Protestant power aniongr the nations of
the. world. Tite condition and prospects of Religion in these States are often
anxiously diseussed in other countriee, and a reliable wvork on the Bubject caninot
fuil to be widely cire.ulated and read.

Tite volume nowv before us is a new and etnlarged edition of a work publislied,
by 1)r. Baird ln 1 843-44. ite auithor is well knc>wn in Great Britain, and on
the Continent of Europe, and lias written for Etiropean rather than Arnetieau
readors. We think it hardly fair (unliess sanction bas been obtained) to prefix
to the present volume the recornmen(lalory notice given by tlîree, Divines to the
smnall edition of 1843 la Sceotland. 0f these Divines, Dr. Welsh is dead, and
Drs. Cuinitingliiani and Buchanan, ii greater knowledgo of America than
thoy possessed ln I 843, u 1 have changed their opinions ini regard to the
valne of' Dr. Baird's wiok.

So far as the author lias been content to compile authentie information, we
owe him thauks for a valuable book of ret'erence, well arranged, and sufficiently:
well wvritten. In so far as lie has expressed opinions, institutod comparisons, and
eu<leavoutre( to form tho judgment of bis readers, lie fàils to conimand out con-
fidence; appearing rather as a special pleader retained in the interest of
Ainerica, than as a calm and hoaest observer, estimating things and teudencies
as they are, and fearlessly telling flie whole truth.

The volume is divided into eighit books, the first devoted to preliminary,
remarks, tlie second to the religiotis condition of the United States during theiri
colonial history, the remaining, books treating of the present denominations
evangolical and non-evangelical, in the Amrn'iean Union, the development of the
volnbary system of Churcb support, and the operations of the e!îief Religious l
and Mis'ionaxry Societies. The field traversed is very extensive, and 'the accumu-
lation of valuable facts sueb as coafers great credit on« Dr. Baird's industry.
Sorue, of the chapters, which describe Obuirches aud Seuts are drawn up with
mlieb skill, and we have do doubt that aIl these chapters are written with entire
fairness anxd equity. The ehapters on the I>rtesbyterian and Congreoeational
Churches, and on1 Unitarianiism, are axnong the very best in the voluime.-

Dr. Biirdestitat lmte proportion of the population of the United 'States,
nowconectd oreor essclsel wilievangelical, Churches, ateigbteen

millions. The portion under the influence of' the non-evaugelical sects lie
reekons to be from four to five millions. Tite religious prospects of the country
seoin to hlm hright witli encouragement.

«We rejoico in ail siucerity at tbe many proofs that are given of the pro g re~ss
and stmengtbi of American Christianity. But ail tliat we have seen, heard and
read of Ohur-ches la the United States, ieads us to regard Dr. Baird's account of
tbem as too lughly coloed. In soine respects, he conceals, lu others lie exagge-
rates the truthi, producing, howvever unititei.tioulally, a deceptive impr'ession on
bis readers.

The truth is concealed in regard to the painful aspects of the voluntary systein,
the dominion of wealtb la Churches, the suflérings of Christian ministers, their
frequent changes of position, and their temptations to a subserviency te the


