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EOPMATION 0F GRAND LQDEE
0F FRRTFffAONS.

A mosu important meeting of Free-
inasons wa-3 held on Monday oeoniniç
in the banqueting room oonnectod
,with the Freemas3ons' Hall, Flinders
stroot. ].t vas callea by advertise-
maent, signed by Bro. El. M. Addison,
inviting the brethren of the throe
COnstitutions "'te diseUSS a subjeot Of
the graveat importance concerning
the progrese of Freemesonry in this
Proyince." About 180 br6thien vaera
present, including many holding higli
rank in tho eraft. Bro. H. C. Mais
having beaun unanimously voted te
the chair, Bro. H. m. Addiscoû moved,
"1That in the opinion of this meeting
it ie desirable that a Grand Lodge of
Iroe and Accepted Masons of South
Australia should be fermed, ana that
immediate stops bo taken to that
end" Ho said lie approached the
subject with some diffidonce, on ac-
,count of its being a matter-of the
gravest importance to the craft. The
idea of forming a South Austrdlian
Gr .J Lodge vas ne new thing, as it

a been discnssed for some years
past, and at the recent installations,
the subjeot had bean frequently al-
luded te in terme of approbation, and
the mention cf it had always been ro-
caivedl with dlemonstratione of ap-
plause. Ho hoped the vigorous action'
that wouldl ho takion that evening
wvould prove that thoy were net pro-
mature in what they were about te
undertake. Ho thouglit thoy wero
etrong enougli te rau alone now after
09 many yeare of the fostering careocf
their Masonio parents, and net mere-
ly te run alone, but te ru a winning
race. They feit themeelvos mon, and
desiredl a laudable independence. Ho
could not imagine a stop which shonld
botter please the Grand Lodge of
England than that whioh theý wished
to, takoe. It wonld ho most advisable
that the three constitutions as at pre-
cent oxisting in the colony should
imite in the movement te forin co
Grand Lodgeocf South Australia.

The avantagoocf siùiohci union would!
ha self-government, freadom , frein.
taxation, an4 -the eombinatieu 6e al
South Australian Masoro under one-
Grand Lodg,,e. Ho thouglit the turne
wa ripe for the movement, and that
any objections which co1.id be urgad
nowv miglit ho urged wiih equal force
in ton, twenty or fifty years hence.
They would save expense ana ho bot.
.ter able toe stablieli a benevolent
fund.

]3re. Hugli Fraser secanded the
motion in a forciblo speech, andt
aEsurod the brethren thaVu the lodges
iu South Anuttalia were worked as,
weli, if net botter, than those in the
old country. 'Freemasonry was mak-
ing groat strides througheut the civil-
ized world, and they shoulâ net bo
hohind. i Ho believed Freemasonry
weuld greatly benefit by the ferma-
tien cf a Grand Lodge cf Seuth
Australia.

Bro. W. Barlow disclaimed any in.
tention of introducing elements of
disharmony, but wished te move, as
an ameudment, the insertion after the
word "«formed" in the resolution, the
words «"«with the consent ef the Grand
Lodges cf England, ScotlaA-d aud Ire-
land." Ho thought that courtesy
was due to the Grand Lodges te,
which they had se long held allegiance
and frein which in years gene by
they had had support ana assistance.
Ho sympathized vith the ideu of
establishing a South Australian Grand-
Lodge, but thought the matter should
first be referred te the Grand Lodgee
at homo; if they refnsed their consent,
the brethren here would be at liberty
te forin their own, judgment.

Bro. John Lee seconded the amena-
ment.

l3ro. Dr. Seahrook replied that
about three yeara ago the Grand
Lodge of scotland hadl been. aplie&.
te ana had intimatedl that they ceula
net consent to the formation Pf a
Grand lodgo of South Australia, but
that if oue vare formedl it would have
their sympathy.

Bro. Downer, when in England.


