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TORONTO, NOVEMBER, 1898

THE PLEBISCITE,

We have now pleasure in laying
before our readers complete returns of
the recent Plebiscite. In another
column will be found the vote by con-
stitnencies. There is some donbt as
to the county of Richmond, N.S. The
figures given for it are official. Some
of our friends claim that in this county
n mistake was wmade which when
corrected, will show that Richmond
voted **Yes” by a small majority.
This change if made, willnot materially
affect the vote as a whole, although it
will place Nova Scotia in the same
position as Prince Edward Island,
Manitoba and the Territories, having
a majority in favor of prohibition in
every constituency. The following is
a summing up of the votes given else-
where in detail.

Vorrs POLLED. MaJORITIKS.

Yen. No. Yea, No

Ontario 164,40 115,275 20,224 .

N. Scotia 34,040 S, 402 M 24¢ oo
N. Bruns, 24,911 (.57 17835 L
P.E.Isl. 0481 L1 8315 . .
Manitoba 12410 293 o4 .|
Brit. Col. 5,721 4,737 N4 o
N.W.T. 6,218 2,824 311t L
Quebec 28,582 122,614 .. !)4,03‘_"

278,477 264,552 107,057 94,032
Net prohibition majority 13,025,
These figures are from returns

received directly from the Government
Returning Officers, who have sent to
the Alliance Oflice, statements of the
number of votes polled for and against
prohibition. There are two or three
points in connection with this vote
that need consideration,

A LARGE VOTE,

On the whole it is a large vote.
is difficult to get voters to go to the
polls when the personal element is
absent from an election.  There is not
the interest of a contest between two
persons or two parties.
ing of partisan feeling or party
organization to bring out the vote.
There are no spoils of office or political
patronage to induce men to canvass
and work hard to bring voters to the
polls,

Notwithstanding the ahsence of
these inducements 543,020 men marked
their ballots. This is a much larger
proportion of the possible vote than is
usually polled in the United States,
upon the submission of constitutional
amendments, although the voting on
these Amendments usually takes place
at the same time as the general
elections, In Ootario the vote is within
10,000 of the men's vote polled in
the Provincial Plebiscite, although
that Plebiscite was held on the day of

IL!
i

There is noth-

municipal elections, when most of the
voters had another inducement to go
to the polls. Everything considered,
L it is & very large vote.

A GOOD MAJORITY.

The majority for prohibition is a
substantial one. It is exactly the
electoral majority that would support
a Government that had a majority of
43 in the House of Commons, after an
election in which the average majority
secured at the polls by the elected
members had heen 324,

On the side of the prohibitionists it
was an absolutely pure, voiuntary, un-
selfish vote. The men who marked their
~ballots for prohibition, did so for the

i benefit of others—for the good of the
community, They were not impelled
by a desire for opportunities of personal
indulgence or personal gain, such as
certainly intluenced a part of the
opposition vote. The prohibition vote
was honest and clean. Much of the
anti vote was the same, but it must be

‘| admitted that a great deal of persona-

tion and other improper acts were
perpetrated by anti voters.

An important feature of the victor s
is that a great majority of the con-
stituencies have gone for prohibition.
There are 213 Members of Parliament,
and if we classify these according to
the votes of their constituencies, we
find that 128 of them represent pro-
hibition constituencies, and that 85
represent constituencies opposed to
prohibition. There is thus a clear
majority of 43 parliameutary seats
favorable to prohibition. The average
majority for prohibition in the pro-
hibition constituencies is over one
thousand. The following table gives
sonie interesting information concern-
ing the vote:

Total names on voters list.... 1,283,637

Total number of votes polled. 543,029
Votes polled for probibition.. 278,477
Votes polled against prohibi-
12T + T 264,552
Majority for Prohibition..... 13,025
Percentage polled of names on
list.... ool 44.
Percentage of list voting for
prohibition .. ....... ...l 22.5
Percentage of list voting against
prohibition ........... ... 215
i Peicentagefor prohibition, of votes
polled ....... . ........ ... 51.3
Percentage against prohibition, of
votes polled .................. 48.7

When comparisons are made between
, the votes polled in the Plebiscite and
| those polled in a parliamentary election
i it must be remembered that there are
| seven constituencies in (‘anada which
i elect two members of Parliament each.
At a parlinmentary election each
lelector in these constituencies has two
,votes, In the Plebiscite he had only

rone.
OUTSIDE QUKEBEC.

The vote that went against prohibi-
| bition was muinly a French vote. All
the Quebec constituencies that voted
| against prohibition have a very great
! French-speaking population. Many of
{ them are entirely French. Outside
of Quebec a majority of the constitu-
}encies that voted against prohibition
have large French or Gerinan elements.
Although somne constituencies out-
side the province of Quebec went
against prohibition because of their
| French element, the general opinion
of Anglo-Saxon Canada may belearned
from the vote of the six other provinces
and the Northwest Territories. Taking
these seven divisions togethar, we find
the following result : —
Total names on voters’ lists.... 898,902
Total number of votes polled ... 301,833
Votes polled for prohibition.... 249,905
Votes polled against prohibition 147,988
Majority for prohibition....... 107,967

Percentage polled of names on list 43.6

Percentse of list voting for pro- Muskokaand
ercent g forp Parry 8d . 2,168 1,083 1,133
Eibition....................... 27.8 ]| . .
. : Nipiesing.... 882 1,180 ... 208
Percentage of list voting against Norfolk, 8 .. 1,758 1,174 584 o
prohibition ........ .. ........ 15.8| Nortolk, r:e 2,000 746 1,314
Percentage for prohibition, of | NPT o0 0 en
votespolled . ................. 64 Nim.gugber- 2915 B34 )
inst prohibition, of and, E ... 22l 31,68
P"cv‘:,“tizge g pronibitie g6 | Ontario, N . & 1,014 &2
pO .................... 8"'&3’20, §V 1.:‘“:? &12 ?&-‘;g
b 1i 148 | Ontario, . 1,64 ) ; .
Number of Members of Parliament 148 (H:aT5 Y - 2612 3310 ... 008
Numberwhose constituencies voted Oxford, N .. 17.60 1415 3i5
for prohibition ............... 120| Oxford, S ... 2,170 782 1,307
Number whose constituenciesvoted Fl;eelth- wo }._{?’7 ;'(1‘82 80 ‘353
. N erth, N .... 1,753 2, 5
against prohibition...... ..... 28 Perth, § ... 1:831 %03 1,088
Average majority for prohibition 1,042 Peterboro'W 1,182 606 577
Averagemajority against prohibi- gﬁgﬁg)’f{" E l’ggtl’ 2’;'% 1,002 ey
1314 | T 611 g,.infce Ed‘ﬁ’d }‘942)2 A 382 1,327 ...
. enfrew, N . 1,4 S0 04
A BTRONG CASE. Renfrew, S.. 1,195 885  31u ..
These figures show clearly that a|Russell...... 1,846 221 ... 575
great majority of the English-speaking | Simcoe, N .. 2,115 1,152 963 ...
cou.nti.es in which resi'de a great gg$ggg: % %:;46’ 2,%,27 lvgg
majority of the people or Canada, are Toronto, W . 3,314 5,375 .... 2,061
overwhelminglyinfavor of prohibition. | Toronto, C .. 1,116 1,798 .... 082
In these days of majority rule, there| Toronto, E.. 1,715 3,228 .... 1,508
cannot be any entertainment of the y,"::’g:::’% {'?% ﬁg %;
proposition that we should all wait for| Waterloo, N. 982 2,873 .. 101
the legislation we need and desire, \‘x“ltfrk()lo’ 8.. },ggﬁ) {,ggi 75
: fell . tey f elland .... 1,55 . .. HY
unti, our feflow countrymen from (o gUaN o7l 1184 1imm .
. pe, are far enough Wellingt'n. C
. gt'n, C 1,48 932 1,014
advanced to be fully in accord with Wellingt'n, 8 1,011 1,447 464
the progressive ideas of Saxon civiliza-| Wentworth &
tion. ant,’, N.. 1,716 :702 1,014
There are a few prohibitionists who ;’-‘:ﬁ,’i‘v&"’.h.s‘ ?,&222’6 }% g
do not seetn to expect much practical York: E .. 2:2,34 2:357 13
result from the vote. The facts set| York, W.... 2,602 2,500 02
out in the table given above, ought to - = P
convince them of their error. Parlia- E:iall);.bhi{,?:ié?:;fjﬁ;{’:’%lm{o‘w7
ment cannot ignore the demand for T
prohibition backed as it is by an QUEBEC.
average majority of over 1,000 votes in
the constituencies of each of 128 out of yeZ"u’s'No_ “;:’““}f;;
the 213 members of the Canadian %rgenteuil o i&(g . ._}l)g 474
y . agot ....... p 8 ... 1,667
Honse of Commons Beauce ... .. 167 3505 ... 3428
g:ﬁuhlt‘u'nois. 4% 1,450 v 1,090
echasse. . 2,328 o 2,278
THE FIGURES. )Berthier .... 107 L43 ... 1323
. . —— Bonaventure H3 1,175 .... 732
Subjoired is a full stateraent of the ! Brome ...... 1.216 681 525 ...
votes for and against prohibition. | Chambly and
There are four polling booths in British| Vercheres.. 285 2,468 .. 2,183
Columbia that will not likely be heard Champlain .. 130 2,162 . 2,032
from till navigation opens next spring. Charlevoix .. 59 1,737 1,678
They cannot effect the result as their | Chateanguay 58 940 354
votes are few, Otherwise the returns| Chicoutimi
are complete. & Saguenay 129 8,175 ... 3,048
ONTARIO. %om ton.... 1,616 1,125 491 ....
Votes. Major ¢ Dg:g b le:;:x('] & 19 22186 .... 2167
. Yes.  No. Yes.  No. | Arthabaska 58 3,989 ... 3441
Addington .. 1,848 1336 512 ... Gaspe .. ... 158 1341 .... 1183
Algoma ... 2,705 1,458 1,247 Hochelaga .. 1,319 2,505 ... 1,276
Bothwell.... 1,006 800 1,106 ....|Huntington. 1,266 221 1,045 ...
Brant, S.R.. 2,108 1663 630 ....|Joliette...... M3 218 . .. 1,00
Brockville . ].3% 780 530 1Jac ques-
Bruce, N.R.. 1,026 642 1,281 Cartier.... 418 2,124 1,708
Bruce, W. R. 1,832 631 1,108 ..oo | Kamow aska, 36 1,950 1,794
Bruce, E.R . 1,104 1,421 . . 317 Labelle ...... 516 1,785 1,239
Cardwell ... 1,188 @35 323 ....|Laprairie.... 188 1,774 1.5
Carleton . .. 1,027 5080 428 . {L'Assomption 65 1,602 1,526
Cornwall and val 171 1,823 1,652
Stormont.. 1,808 1,058 752 Levis 152 2,572 2,420
Dundas.... . 1,090 612 1,478 L’'Islet 38 1,431 1,303
Durham, E.R 1,368 615 753 Lotbiniere .. 86 1,087 1,001
Durbam,WR 1,465 557 908 Maisonneuve., 609 4,501 3,802
Elgin, E.R... 2212 1,046 27 Maskinonge . 123 1,487 1,364
Elgin, W.R. 2,055 1,415 640 Megantic.... 711 2,139 1,428
Essex, S.R... l,Gt_M ‘1,309 335 .... | Missisquoi .. 1,006 1,103 07
Essex, N.R.. 857 3,276 .... 2,410| Moutcalm... 101 1,444 1,343
Frontenac .. 764 614 150 cooo | Montmagny. 34 1,359 1,325
Glengarry .. 1,448 1,082 360 Montmorency 57 1,301 1,244
Grenville, S.. 1,034 813 221 Montreal, St.
Grey, S.R. .. 1,835 1,188 647 Anne .... 1,080 1,315 246G
Grey, E.R. .. 2,56t 684 1,880 Montreal, St.
Grey, N.R .. 2,310 1,147 1,163 Antoine. . 1,405 1,221 184
Haldimand Montreal, St.
and Monck 1,616 1,282 334 James ... 430 3,031 2,502
E&ltoﬂ ...... 5.21 1,5772 622 L5 ! Montreal, St.
amilton ... 2, 376 ... 5932  Lawrence . 1,065 2,210 1,175
Hastings, W 1,260 875 385 ... Montreal,cgt,. 1
Hastings, E. 1,324 1,002 232 Mary...... 463 2,627 .. . 2164
Hastings, N. 1,028 738 1,190 Nicolet ..... 153 2,684 .... 2531
Huron, W.,.. 1,058 883 1,125 Pontiac 963 0930 33
Huron, E. .. 1,800 814 1,046 Portneuf.... 124 2640 ... 2516
Huron, 8. .. 1,630 849 78l Quebec, E .. 271 3,639 ... 8368
Kent ...... . 1,800 1,915 % ....|Quebec, C... 313 2251 1,988
Kingston.... 1,149 1,661 .... 412| Quebec, W .. 198 060 T8
Lambton, W 1,667 867 700 ....|Quebec, Co.. 141 1,954 1,813
Lambton, E. 2,450 874 1,576 Richmond &
Lanark, N... 1L.381 420 911 Wolfe ..... 1,277 2,530° 1,253
Lanark, 8. . 1,268 673 580 Richelieu.... 13 1,507 1,368
Leeds and . Rimouski.... 146 2,831 2,685
Grenville, N .1.122 387 3% .. | Rouville ..., 174 2,017 1,843
Leeds, 8 ....222 975 1,247 ....|St.Hyacinthe 150 2,354 2,204
Lennox ..... 1208 625 641 ....|st. Jobn's &
Lincoln and Iberville... 200 2,108 1,808
Niagara .. 2,103 23968 . .. 176 | Shefford .... 1,068 1,801 738
London ..... 1,640 24385 ... 805 | Sherbrook e,
Middlesex, £ 2962 1,440 9022 ....! Town ..... 84
Middlesex,. N 1,500 1,084 52 ..../Soulanges... 97 1,085 .... 068
Middlesex, W 1,690 773 866 ....|Stanstead... 1,778 641 1,182
Middlesex, 81,674 078 @08 +o.. | Temiscouata. 61 2300 .... 2278




