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Mr. W. H. Bean, teacher, Scarboro’, has had his salary raised
£50. That is good.

The veteran Teacher, Mr., £. Jordan, has the Morewood School

Mr. J. S. Carstairs succeeds Mr. Harkness, as Principal of the
Chesterville Public Schuol.

MMr. Jno. T. Campbell has the Ormond School.  This school has
maintained a high standing, and Mr. Campbell is determined that
this shall be kept up.

Mies Jane Johnston, who has a non-professional 2nd A, has thé
schoul at No. 15, Winchester. .

Miss B. Ross, of Asgyle, has been cngaged as teacher in the
Glenarm Public School. Mr. W. Calder, her predecessor, is going
to Belleville.

{@orrespondence.

To the Editer of the CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

Sir,—* Tecacker” in last week’s JOURNAL proposes that legisla.
tive pressure should be used or School Boards to compel a more
frequent payment of teachers. While agrecing with ¢ Teacher” as
to the desirability of such a change, we de not see that legislation
could effect it.  Your correspondent says thero are many teachers
in rural districtz, who fearful of not beiug able to get a school will
teach on any terms.  Legislation could not influence these, as they
might still engage, as now, in defiance of any such regulation,
while teachers of ability observing it, would be placed in a worse
plight than now. Bestdes, no teacher of real merit would engage
with a Board, who paid him only through dread of the faw. Such
an ameadment in the law would put a premium on laxity by
removing the incentive to emulation and gwing the laggard
the same reward as the carnest worker. 1t would also speedily in-
duce members of other trades and professions to seck sumilar pm-
tection. Legislation cannct dictate to a master how often he is to
pay his servant during the year.  Such a step would suppose the
Iatter to bo wanting in the intelligence necessary to make his own
arrangements. It would be an encroachment un thetrights of both
empl_yer and employed. The teaching fraternity must manage
the case themselves.  Let it be discussed at Conventions, and any
who violate the arrangements be treated with social ostracism.
Such a course would speedily removo the evil.

Yours in sympathy,

AXoTHER TEACHER.
Penctanguishene, Feb. 23, 1885.

Anshers 1o Correspondents,

AxswEss 70 CorrRESPONDENTS.—R. H. C.—The English Litera.
ture fur third-class teachers’ examinations for 1883, is Scoti— Lady
of the Lake, with special reference to Cant V. ; and Irting—Rip
Van Winkle.

“The proceeds of the entertainment were upwards of sixty

dollars,” clearly means that they were moro than sixty dollars—on
the upward side of that sum.

A ScescriBEr.—The distribution of prizes will not be affeated
by the time of sending in the problems, if they are sent in before
the date mentioned as the limit of time.

Tho condition on which two or morc scts of problems may be
submitted by the same competitor, is that xaid competitor must
have paid for an equivalent number of copics of the JowryaL for
the current year. If, for instance, A. B's name appears on
the subscription list, =s having paid for three copies of the Jounxawn
to his own address, he is ontitled .0 submit three scts of questions
for competition.

The remaining inquiry as to what is meant by third and fourth
class, will be answered next week for the information of inquirers
in the United States and Lower Provinces.

We promised the High School Entrance Examination papers for
December this week.  We have failed to procure a copy ntume fo
this issue, but expect to havo them for the next.

Aliscellancouns

GORDON AND THE MAHDI

Imagine a man about forty years of age, of medium height, as
lean, as tho saying is, as a shotten herring, with a2 mahogany coms
plexion, coal-black beard and oyes, and three vertical slashes on
his pallid chiecks ; add to this a long cotton shirt as a garment, &
narrow turban as a head-dress, a pair of wooden sandals, and
in tho hands—dry as those of a mummy—a string of ninety beads;
correspunding to an equal number of divine attnbutes, and you
have the Mahdi, Those whohave seen Inmn say that Mohammed:
.Ahmed plays to perfection the part of a visionary dervish, waving
his head when walling, and murmuring constant prayers, his cyes
fixed on heaven. His father was a carpenter on Naft Island,
in the Nubian Province of Doungola, and about 1832 came, with his
four children to Chindi, a small city on the banks of the Nile -
south of Berber. When still very young he was placed as an
apprentice under the care of onc of his uncles, a shipbuilder of
Chabakah, opposite Scnnaar. It seems that the future prophet
was not without his failings, for one day his uncle thought well of
flogging him in a regular French style. The proceeding was nod
appreciated, and the child ran away until he arrived in Khartoum;
where ho entered a sort of school or convent of begging dervishes
who were in charge of the monument erected over the venerated
remains of Cheick Hoghali, patron of the city. There hislife was
a remarkable one for his piety ; but as to cducation, he never
learned how to write or even how to read fluently. Later he went
to a similar institution in Berber, then to one in Aradup, on the
south of Kena. In the Intter city he became, in 1870, the favorito
disciple of an eminent fakir, Cheick Nur-el-Datn, and finally was
ordained by him and went to Abbas Island, on the White Nile.
His fame as a suntly man was every year un the increase. He
lived in a kind of pit or subterranean reposiiory for grain, called
silo, which he had dug up with his own hands ; avd therc he passed
his life fasting and praying, burning incense day and night, and
repeating the name of Allah for hours at a time until he would fall
to the ground panting and exhausted. If anybody spoke to him he
gave back no answer except sentences from the sacred book of
Islam. Earthly things seemed to inspire lum only with disgustand
pity. He mado a vow to absorb himsclf in the contemplation of
divine periections and to weep all his life for the sins of mankind.
But his tears did not destroy his powers of vision, and he kept hia
best eye wido open to business ; and the faithful coming by thou-
sands and depositing rich offerings at the mouth of his silo, ho
never failed to sce the gifts nor to stow them away carefully for
stormy days. In 1878 he had becomo so wealthy that ho felt the
necessity to declaro that Allah had ordered him to leave his silo,
and to take unto himself a large collection of wives, whom, asa
truly practical man, he chose among the most influential families of
the country, cspecirlly that of the Bagaras, tho most opulent alave-
traders on tho White Nile.

* & * * ..

An extremely intelligent-looking little man, about fifty years old,
with blondo hair, a florid although sunburnt complexion, clear,
plorcing oyes as pure as those of a child, and motions of a
fominine sweetness hittle indicating the rock like will enthroned in
the large, lofty forchcad—such is General Gordon.  Aiter thirty
ye.ts of the mot extraordinary wars and. travels in China, India,
Zangbar, Soudan, the Cape, and Jerusalem, he is as pooras onthe

first day of his cventful carcer ; as chaste, they say, as the eleven
thousand virgins : as much a fatalist as a fakir ; always spashling

~]with strategical genius and unbridled cnergies. It may bo justly



