
22 THE CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

tory evidenco of his financial abilhty to defray the exponses that
aecrue durmîg the seiniary course. He must ailseo pass ai exami-
nation in arithmîetic, geography, history of Germanly, elomemnts o
natural philosetphy, drawing, pemnîiîîaîs'ip, reading, gramimar nid
composition, religion and music.

Thte course of istruction at the seminaîy covers thro yearc.
Tie acquirenient ansd proper conmplî±ier.sion of the needed know.
ledge je annied at, sud an effort to develop the ability te apply
prmciples and an expertness to teacli and imanage classes is made
pironnneiîcnit.

'T'le branches taught at tiesennnînary are :-1. Religious doctrine
and Bible histo&y. 2. Pedagogices. 3. Germtan language-gram-
mr, composition and rhetoric, reading andi hterature. 4. Mathe-

nmatics-arithmnetic, algebra, and geoictry. 5. History-Gernman
ani general. 6. Geography. 7. N.-tural philosophy, the aimin n
this branch being to acquant the stulent with the thrce kingdons
of nature, and to enable hiim to make frue use of his knowledge of
nature by object lessons in his sciooi. 8. Penmanship. 9. Draw-
ing. 10. "Turien " (gynmastics). 11. Music-theory of music,
vocal, piano, organ, and violin. 12. Instruction in the language of
the deaf and dunb. 13. Fruit-tree culture.

After the completion of the course at the semmairy, the young
candidate muet serve two years as assistant teacher in a public school
under the supervision of an experienced teacher recommended by
the higher school authorities. During these two ycars, the candi-
date's fitness for the teacher's profession wiill be determined. At
the end of the two years, he must pass the final examination, and
ho is then raised to the office of schoolhnaster. and recoives a " de-
finitive appointiment " fromt the " Kreis Schui-Comnission."

He is iow a young selcoulînaster, witih a position for lîfe, and a
-salary that will never be reduced, but rather increased from year te
year in proportion as he raises himself into the higlier grades of the
profession. The village in which he teaches furnishes him a home
froc of rent. He is niow a fit hero for one of Auerbach's novels.
Nothing lias a greater influence upon a young man like our younig
schoolimiaster, tu fill his leart with wari and generous emotions,
than the thought that lie lias founîd his lfe-work, and that ho bas
a spot of earth which lie can call " home," whercin he cai quietly
rest fron the labors of the day, and roiew himself in body and
spirit for botter work for the iorrow. By the next spring, when
the stork bas come back again, and the nightingale sings ber even-
ing song ne- lier new nest in the liedgerow, Auerbach finds our
young schoolmaster guilty of strolling in the moonlight with the
Burgoiaster's or some other magnate's daughter, and mn the next

* chapter you can hear the church bells rmng, and sec the entire vil-
lage flock to the cliurcli to witneess the marnage ceremony.

This brief romance cannot well be omnitted ii followmng the life
of a Germai schoolmaster, as it comes, with a stereotyped accuracy
and irresistible certainty, at a particular period of his existence.

The salary of the schoohnaster depends upon the position which
he occupies, ranging generally from 1,000 to 3,600 mnarkse. There
are inducements ail through his professional lfe, by effort and
study, to advance into hizher positions and at last end with head-
master. But an exanination is necessary for every promotion. As
it is among men the world over, you will find two classes among
the German schoolmasters ; one the moving, active, progressive
class, and another the imnIovables, the stagnants, iho are like gate-
posts, never mnoviig from thoir place. Tte latter class I found
universally addicted to long pipes and large beer mugs. One muet
keep to the progressive clas to bring back inspiring reminiscences.
They are the ernamients of the profession. Their names are found
on the programmes of "Lehrerveremie,i" the teachers' associations
and teachers' meetings of different provinces and districts.

After a continuous and faiithful service of ton years, a small year-
ly pension is added to hie salary. Should ho becomo disabled
througlh sickness or old age, the pension is reasonably enlarged te
afford hini a quiet and confortable, though not ostentatious living.
If the'schoolnaster dies leaving a family, his widow is pensioned
and ail his children under the age of twelve years. The German
Governmnent is wiso in thus recognizing the schoolmastor as one of
lier servants, and in point of importance and usefulness giving him
at least an equal place with the soldier. Like thesoldier, when duty
demands it, ho lays down hie life in his calling with loyalty to his
fatherland. By this wise provision of the Governmnt, the school-
master can well remain faithful to his vocation tW the end. In his
old age the almshouse does not stare him in the face as il would
many of us, did we not turn aside in after years and engage in
other work which does not leave us dependent upon the capricious
and uncertain decisions of a Board of Education.

The German schoolmaster is les nervous and acts more deliber-
ately than the American teacher. He is master of his situation in
more senses than one. Ho acknowledges no other authority than
that of his Government, to whom only he is responsible for his con-
duct. He teaches thirty hours in the six days of the week, for ton
months of the year. In the summer he makes pleasant excursions
in the beautiful German forests with his pupils, te wbom ho is a
lif -long guide and father. The following incident beautifully il-
lustrates the love and faith the German children bear to a kind
teacher. One day while walking in Darmstadt with a venerable
old man, the head-master of the girls' school of the city, we met a
young girl with a basket on ber arim on lier way to market. As
soon as sie saw us, she crossed te meet us, lier fresh round face
covered with a pleasant smile. The old man put out his hand, she
eagerly grasped it, and with tears starting te ber eyes she exclamn-
ed :-" My dear teacher, I P::a se glad to meot you. I came thi-s
iay yesterday, but did net see you. I have a new place, and the
people are very kind te me." I arm very glad for this," replied
the old schoolmaster, " do your work well, my child, be a good
girl, be pious, and the dear God will net forget you." With these
words lie dismissed her. Ho thon said to me, " She was one of my
pupils. She graduated last Easter day. Her parents are dead,
and so she looks te lier teacher for guidance and advice. Sho went
recently to a new place to work, and she was very anxious that I
'should know about it."

His vacation in the summer the schoolmaster spends in a trip to
the Alps or other places of romantic scenery. His physical build
shows that his disposition turne te the suny side of life, and that
ho gets at least par value of enjoyment out of liie. The cares and
perplexities of his profession do net bear down upon him in spas-
modic visitations, but are diffused and borne calmly through a long
and happy life.-National Teacher.

EmiunTA&. -In the article "Professional Training of High School
Teachors," in the October Jorn.iAL, the following errors wero over-
looked in the proof-reading :-

Page 211, for " Formal School " read " Normal School," "skill-
ed requirements" read "skilled acquirements." Page 212, for
"insufficient persons " read "ineflicient persons," "this work "
road "their work." Page 218, for "fit thousands" read "fit
themelvos," "admirably characteristic " rond "admittedly char-
acteristic." Page 214, for " County Model School " read " County
Model Schools."

Col. Parker's Talscr on Teachinq will be re-
printed in coming numbers of the Canada School
Journal.


