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ôf the imnriatuitý and over-confidence
oôf youth, but she has also 'its hopeful-
ness, its buoyancy, its enthusiasm.
The universiiës willbe false to their
trust if théy do not turn this abundant
energy to fruitful issues. It is their
'function flot to'piodùce men of genius
-no university can do that-but to
-prepare the soil out of which geniùs
niay spring. Our universities ought
to'have a làrge share in the process
of mouilding the characier of our
'people. Great scholais, thinkers and
-mén of science do not aiie;by chance;
they are the natural outgrowth of 'fit
conditions.

Noïv, it is vain for us tô disguisë
from ourselves that our universities
have not hithe'ro dône for Canada
what Oxford and 'Cambridge 'have
donë for England, Leipsic and Berlin
for Germany. With, siënder means;
and as a consequencë, with an :in-
sufficient body of teachers -and inade-
-quate equipment in·öthêr ways,· thyê
have hélþed to keep the tdrch ó'f
learhing älive, but théy have lot to
any extent Pirduced -a racë ·of
scholars and' thinkers and nin of
sciénce. When our yýug men have
wished, to carry their studies- to a
highet point théy havé]been forced: t
go to the universities of the old world,
or to those universities of the new
world where ' higher cônception of,
the vocation of the scholar bas pre-
vailed. Surelf the period: of depen-
dence should: now corne :to'an end.
There is good hope, TI thirikthat we
are: enteing'upon a fuller life. Our
universities· arë gradually becomirig
easier in their financial condition, ànd-
have begun to add to- their teachi'g
staff. Many- f our young :mn now
aim.at.sometliiön higher than a ,rnere
pass, and:of latë'years'they-have:even
entered with enthusiasmupona:course
ofpoit-graduate study. Thisis as it
shôuld 'be. 'The ordinary graduàte
of a Canadian universityileaves college
with-less knowledgepof certain-'sub-

jects than-that with which most Ehg-
lish' boys ente- it. 'The first two.years
of a Canadiáüù 'student are usually
spent in doing work that, ought to
have béen doné, -and we m1)ay hope
will yet b done, in the High School.
One reason for this, no doubt is,-that
parents are so ëager to have 'their
boys enter upon whàt is called' the
"piactical " work of 'life; that they
send them to collegein a lanentably
inadequate state of preparation. In
many cases, a boy cornes. 'to collëge
at the age of sixteèn,,withai imperfect
knowledge of hisLàtin gramnar, with
no lInoWledge€f piösé except what is
enough to ènablehim'to'write à little
dog'L-atin, and à superficial acquain-
tañce With a book of Virgil and a
boök of CæSsär. At the end of 'his
classical-course it is estilla struggle for
himi to make out without aid 'thé
simplest piece of Latin. How can it
.be expected thàt-he shoùld' have any
enthusiasm, for 'Ltinliterature, or any
ral omprhënsion-of thë,part which
thë Roiaänpeople-haveeplayed in thé
civilization of the wödd? Natuailly,
he associatës the näme of Rome wvith
a seiies of iikšomie tasks, and heàrtily
wishes that the whole-of its literature
had shaied the-fate-of the lost anuiâ-
scripts of Virgil. No doubt the stu-
dent who bas taken ahonour course
ir.iclasics'is 'beyondi this elementary
stage, but even he. is just begirining to
feel.that he is"fit for some bit:ofinde-
pendent work of bis own,. when the
pressure of necessity calls.him'imperi-
ously away to do, somethingi 'that he
can turn into:areans of subsistence
The only m wnder is that so .many of
our students have, the .courage to
carry their:studies beyond the- point
that:usage bas fixed. 'That of recent
years an increasing, number of our
young men do so: is a most hopeful
signaiïdit is the plain, duty pf the
university to encourage thern by -all.
means in her :power. This, is the
class froinewhih we rnay yetThope to


