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of the immaturity and over-confidence
of youth, but she has also its hopeful-
ness, its buoyancy, its enthusiasm,
“The universities will-be false to their
trust if théy do not turn this abundant
energy to fruitful issues. It is their
function ‘fiot to prodiice men of genits
—no univeisity can do that—but to
‘prepare the soil out of which genius
Tiay -spring.  Our universities -ought
to-have.a large sharé in the process

of mouldibg the character of our

people.  Great scholars, thinkers and
nién of science do not anée'by chance;
they are the natural outgrowth of it
conditions.

No, it is vain for us to disguise
fiom ourselves that our universities
have not hithetto done for Canada
what Oxford and -Cambridge 'have
done for England, Leipsic and Berlia
for Germany, With slender teans,
and as a consequencg; with an ‘in-
stifficient body- of.teachers-and inade-

quate-equipment in-othér ways, théy -
have ‘helped' to ‘keep the torch. of .

learning alive; but théy have not ‘to

any extent produced a racé of
scholats and' thinkers and ‘men. of

science. When oif young men have
wished: to- catry their studies to a

higher point they have been. forced to .

go to the universities: of:the old world,
or to those universities of the new

world where 'a Higher conception of -

the vocation of the scholar has pre-
vailed: Surely-the penod of depen-
dence should: now -come to an end.

There is. good hope, T think, that we

are: enteting'upon 2 fuller llfe. Our

umversmes -areé gradually: becoming -

easier in their financial coridition, and
have begun'to' add to- their teaching
staff. ‘Many of our young :men now
-aim at somethiog higher than a meré

Pass, and:of laté yéars-they-havé-even: |
young:men do so: is a most hopeful
‘jsxgn,,and it is: the plam duty -of the
. university to encourage them, by -all-
| means in her :power.
"class. from:which we may-yet:hope to

entered with enthusiasm:upon a course
of post~graduate study ‘This-is as it
should ‘be; "The ordinary gfaduate
of a Canadidn university:leaves college-
with-less knowledge of certain.sub-

. scripts of Virgil.
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jects than-that with which most Eng-
lish-boys entéfit. The first two years
of a Canadida stident are usually
spent in doing, work that,-ought to
have béen doné, and we may hope
will yet be done, in the High School
One réason for tlis, no doubt is, that
paretits are so eager to have their
boys enter upon what js cailed’ the
“ practical "’ work of hfe, that they
send them to collegé in-a lamentably
inadequate state of preparation. In
many- cases, a boy comes.'to college
at the age of sixteen, with an imperfect
knowledge of his. Latin grammar, with
no knowledge’of prose éxcept what is
enough to-enable him-to-write'd llttle
dog Latm, and a superficial acquam-
tance: with- 2 book of Vu-gll and a
book of Cwmsar. At the end of his
classical-course it is still-a struggle for
him to- make .out without aid the
simplest piece of Latin. How cah it

be expected that-he shoild' have any

énthusiasm for Lafin literature, of any
réal. comprqhensngn of the part which

thé Romaipeople:have: played'in the

civilization of the world? N aturaﬂy,
he associatés: the'name- of Romie with:
a Setiés- of itksofiie tasks, and heartily

- wishes that the whole of its literature

‘had shared the-fate-of the lost ‘mahu-
No. doubt the stu-
dent who-has taken an-honour course
in.classics is. beyond: thiis -elementary
stage, but even he.is just beginning to
feel that he is fit. for some. bit.of: inde-
pendent work' of his own,. when: the

' pressure-of necessity-callshim:imperi=

ously-away to do. something; that he
can-turn into:a 1means of subsistence:
The only wonder is.that so iany: of

1 our students: have, the .courage. to
_carry their -studigs beyond the: pomt

that usage has. ﬁxed “That of recent
years -an increasing, number of :our
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