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the ash-tree, one end of which she pute into the

fire, and, while it is nurning, receive into a
Bpoan the sap which oozes from the other end:
tbis she gives to the. child to be mingled with
its first food. It is suppobed to impart wouder-
ful virtue. In King's uounty, Ireland, near
Kenetry Church, is a famous ash, the trunk of
which is now 21 ieet 10 inches in circumference.
When a funeral of one of the peasantry passes

by this tree, the procession pauses, the body is
laid down for a few minutes, while ail offer a
few words of prayer. Then each person casts a

stone to increase the heap which has been ae-
cumulated over its roots. This is imagined to
benefit both the dead and the living. There is
an ancient saying, thatI "a serpent would rather
creep into the fire than over a twig of an ash-
tree." Cowley, enumerating various prodigies,
says:

On the wild ash's top, with bats and owls,
With, ail night, omin>us and baleful fowls'
Sate brc oding, while the screeching of the doves
]Profaned and violated all the groves."

it is surprising how many of such folies will

creep into men's minds.-The Druggist.

AN AGRICULTURAL PAsTiME.-The season bas

begun lor holding jubilees of the Sparrow
cluOs, and scarcely a week now will pass on

which we shall not be called upon to record the

celebration of one or more of these village festi-
vals. We shall be requested to chronicle how

1armer Giles took tte chair ; Labourer Hodge,
the vice ; bow mine host of the ' Toad under
the Ilarrow" supplied a supppr in his uqual

splendid style, utteriy regardless of cost ; how
old Job Lynxeye, tenant farmer, and young
.Abel Anvil, blacksmitb, produced so many
thousand heads of snali birds, and triumphantly
carried tff certain sweepstakes provided for the

victors ; how the ught was speut in mellifluons
harmony ; how the patriotic aviscides passed a

most agreeable night, and how they did "not go
home till morning.' Now, we have sprious
doubts whether thtse bird slayers do not d,> a

great deal more harm than good ; and we really
should be greatly obliged if some experienced

person, capable of forming a correct opinion
on the matter, would direct his attention to it,
and favour us with the result of bis inquiries.
Our owa decided impression is, that it is mis-
chievous folly to destroy indiscriminately ail
small birds ; but we should much like to be
favoured with really sound practical information
on the subject. lither'o, our Frehch neighbours
bave been the most inveterate of bird destroyers.
The result has been so enormous an increase of

those reptiles and insets which prey upon the

crops of grain and other vegetable food, and so
deficient a harvest, that we should not be sur-

prised if the French Government were to resort
to stringent measures to prevent this wholesale

alaughter. Let us state two facts for the con.

sideration of our rural readerq, and there1
leave the matter for the present. Tb
chafer deposits from 70 to 100 eggs,which1
transformed into white grubs, which lire
roots of our most valuable vegetables. T
vil lays from 70 to 90 eggs, which, )i<
many gra-ns of corn, become larve,and,
up the corn. Now swallows, hedgeo
and other small birds ive prmncipallyspo
caterpillars, and other insects and stin
which prey on and destroy the prodîct
culture. Ten swallows were recentlydi
and in their stomachs were found the
of 5,482 insects, which must have bee
sults of a few hours' feeding. We tr
our farmers will be induced to think o
matter, and will not join in uureasoningt
against sparrows and water-wagtails,or
of the supper at the " Toad under the[
and the conviviality of the guests o
deaa bodies of larks, wrens, finches,whit
and others of the feathered sPngster
notes, for purity, richness, melody, ad
we will back against the boisterousge
the bacchanals who ever assembled
- Toad under the Harrow" aforedsi
Surrey Times.

THELoNDON SHOEBLACKS ANDTEr
-The shueblacks who ttud the bre
London, in their cheeful jerse'e, je],
and blue, have shown the possibiiyof
out well. Nine years have elapsed
branch of labour wasintroduced. andi
it is said, have earned about £12,000
united earnings for the last financialyear
ed to £4,548, representing the bl
polishing of no les3 than 1,119,320 pir

A SHYiNG HoRsE.--Nie out of c
horsemeu start in their seat wheneîem
shies, and then the horse is either by
spur driven up to the object. T'
horses look at any singular object1i
nervousuess, for they expect a tbrash
same moment. The rider ehould D
himself, nor notice it in his horse;
punish him.

A VALUABLE DISCOVERY-ProI

Turner says, that throngh a successii
mente unon himself, his children, his
other cases, he has discovered that
certain and speedy remedy ferscro
tions, and ail kinds of local diee
rheumatism, pains in the Bide, shoil
and joints, croup, sore throat, bra
cuts, and lacerations of all sorts CD
animals. He mentions several es
family, where the application of tl
instant and permanent relie, and

effects so beneficial, ha bas thought

make the discoiery knownto thepi


