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Bedimn of an interpnter then in attendance on the General, that a war**
ooanoil had been ordered, for the mrpoae of taking into oonaideratirn the heal

"

means of defeating the designs of the Amerioans, who, with a Tiow to ofTensira
"

operations, had. in the interval of the irarrior's abeemw, -pushed on a connid**
''

rable force to ttir* (W>ntier. The council, however, had been delayed, in order
''

that it might have the benefit of his opinions and of his oxperionoo in the

peculiar warfare which was about to be commenced.
Teoumseh acknowledged his sense of the communication with the bold

frankness of the inartiHoial son of nature, scomiug to conceal his Just self-

estimate beneath a veil of affected modesty. lie knew his own worth, and
^

while he overvalued not one iota of that worth, so did he not affect to disclaim

a consciousness of the fact—that within his swarthy chest and active brain,

there beat a heart and lived a judgment, as prompt to conceive and execute aa

thoae of the proudest he that ever swaj^ed the destinies of a warlike people.

Replving to the complimentarv invitation of the General, ho unhesitatinj^j

aaid he had done well to await his arrival, before he determined on the eouraa
of aetk>n, and that he should now have, the Adl benefit of his opinionaaad
advice. *

If the chief had b ^en forcibly prepossessed in favor of the naval commandi^r ;*

the latter had not beeu less interested. Since his recent arrival to assume tha
direction of the fleet, Oonuaiodore Barclay had had opportunities of seeing auoh

,

of the chieb as were then sssembled at Amherstburg ; but great as haa been r

his admiration of several of these, he hod hpen given to understand they fell.^

hr short, in every moral nnd physical aovantoge, of what their renowned'.^

leader would be found to i>o .scss. when, on his return from the expedition ia
^,

which he was engaged, fitting op^rtuuty should be had of bringing them in\
personal proximity. ThL<< admission was now faiade in the fullest sense, and
as the warrior moved away to give the greetings to the several chiefs, and con-

duct them to the council LMI, the gallant sailor could not refrain from exprea-

aing in the warmest terms to General Brock, as they moved slowly forward
wiui the same intention, the enthusiastic admiration excited in him by the

person^ the manner, and the bearing, of the noble Tecumseh.
Again the cannon from the battery and the shipping pealed forth their

thuudcr. It was the signal for the commencement of the council, and tha

oene al that moment was one of "e most picturesque that can well bo
fanagme 1. The sky was cloudless, and the river, no longer ruffled hj the iiow
motionless barks of the recently arrived Indians, yet obeyiu the action of tha
tide, offered, as it elided onward to the lake, toe image ora flood of quick-

tflver ; while, in the distance that lake itself, smooth as a mirror, spread &r
and wide. Olose under the bank yet lingered the canoes, emptied only of

their helmsmen (the chiefs of the several tribes,) while with strange toneuec
and wilder gestures, the warriors of these, as they rested on their paddles,

greeted the loud report of the cannon—now watchinig with eager eye the floshea

from the vessel's sidee, and now upturning their gaze, and following with wild r

surprise, the deepening volumes of smoke that passed immediately over their

heus, from the guns of the battery, hidden from their view by the elevated

and overhanging bank. Blended with each discharge arose the wild yell,

which they, in such a moment of novel excitement, felt it impossible to control^

,

and this, answered by the Indians above, and borne in echo almost to the .'

American shore, had in it something indescribably grand and startling. On
the bank itself the scene was singularly picturesque. Here were to be seen

the bright uniforms of the British officers, at the head of whom was the tall ,

^

and martial figure of General Brock, Airthermore conspicuous from the full ,

,

and drooping feather that fell gracefully over his military hat, mingled with ',.

the wilder and more fanciful head-dresses of the chiefs. "Behind these agam, \\

and sauntering at a pace that diowed them to have no share in the delibera- ''^

tive assembly, whither those we have just named were now proceeding, amid,'^

tbe roar of artillery, yet mixed together in nearly as great dissimilarity of
,,^

gerb^ w«ie to be aeen numbers of Oe inftrier warriomi ud of the soldiwf—
"


