402 WANT OF CONSIDERATION.

Of course, this detention puts Lake Superior and St. Marie
out of the question. The doubt is, whether I can even attain
Utica by the day I am engaged to be there. If we reach Toronto -
too late, we may miss the steamer tb Oswego, and be again de-
layed some hours. The lake is not very smooth: it still retains
some agitation from the storm of Thursday, and I see many
people suffering from sickness ; however, it was well to be on shore
during the bad weather. So far my delay was a fortunate one.
Last night I suffered from an illustration of the want of thought
and consideration for others, which appears to me to make itself
more evident among the population, particularly of the young
generation, in America than in Europe. Being much fatigued,
I retired early, and the same thing was the case with a majority
of passengers; but there was a piano in the saloon, close to my
berth. After ten o’clock at night, a young girl sat down to per-
form—not harmonious music, for such a disturbance might have
been forgiven; but she perseveringly.amused herself by striking
the instrument in a style so utterly discordant, that, after a while
of patient endurance, I opened my door, and inquired whether-it
was right at that time of night to keep the passengers from sleep-
ing? She repeated my words with an air of ludicrous imperti-
nence, and, though she paused for a little while, before long the
annoyance was continued, if not by her, by others, without the
smallest excuse or apology! Thus do the rising generation here
mistake rudeness for Republicanism, and selfishness for independ-
ence; but we must not be too hard upon them. As this great and
growing nation advances in life and experience, it will advance
also in givilization and true Christian politeness; Rowdyism will
cease to be considered manliness, or extravagance gentility.
Noble American spirits are setting an example, correcting these
errors. A few more years, and their influence will permeate and
pervade the Iength and breadth of American society. As yet,

%}; soclety is but roughed out—not polished : the polishing will

. folfow in due time.

Already in Boston I have remarked that simplicity and com-
fort are advancing beyond ostentation; dress and furniture there




