
APPENDIX. .INDIAN LANGUAGES.)

ihe undeserved insinuations to which we
allude. We shall give an example or two
from the earlier writers. The extraordi-
nary capacity of compouwding words,
which is so remarkable in the Indian lan-
guages, was remarked upon so long ago
as the time of the celebrated New Eng-
land missionary,called apostle Eliot; who,
in his Grammar of the Massachusetts In-
dian Language (first published at Cam-
bridge, New England, in 1666, and repub-
lished at Boston, in 1822), thus speaks of
it: " This language doth greatly delight
in compounding of words for abbreviation,
to speak mulh in few words, though they
be sometimes long, which is chiefly caused
by the many syllables which the grammar
rule requires, and suppletive syllables,
which are of no signification, and curious
care of euphonie." Again; speaking of
that very remarkable feattire of these lan-
guages, the want of the verb Io be, Eliot
says : "We have no compleat disfinct
word for the verb substantive, as the learn-
ed languages and our English tongue
have, but.it is under' a regular composi-
tion, whereby many words are made verb
substantive ;" of which he gives an exam-
ple, corresponding to the modes of forma-
tion existing in tbese languages at the
present day: "The first sort of verb sub-
stantives is made by adding any of these
terminations to the word-yeuoo, aoo, ooo
(i. e., yeu-oo, a-oo, o-oo)--with due eupho-
nie; and this is so, be the word'a noun,
as wosketomip-o-oo (he is a man), or adnoun,
as wompigeu-oo (it is white), or be the word
an adverb, or the like." As to the copi-
ousness of these languages, Mr. Du Pon-
ceau observes, that it has been said, and
will be said again, "that savages, having
but few ideas, can vant but few words,
and therefore that their languages must
necessarily .be poor :" to which opinion
lie replies by this appeal: "Whether sav-
ages have or have not many ideas, it is
not my province to determine: all I can
say is, that, if it is'true, that their ideas are
few, it is not less certain that they have
many words to express them. I miglht
even say, that tbey have an innumerable
quantity of words; for, as Colden justly
observes, tbey have the power of com-
pounding them without end." As a fur-
ther proof, he adds the fact, that Mr. Zeis-
berger's dictionary of one of the Iroquois
languages-tie Onondago (in German and
Indian)-consists of seven quarto man-
uscript volumes, equal to 1775 full pages
of writing, consisting of German w.ords
and phrases, with their trauslation into
Indian; upon which lie juistly remarks

" that there are not many dictionaries of
this size ; and, if this is filled, as there
is no reason to doubt, with genuine Iro-
quois, it is in vain to speak of fthe pov-
erty of that language." We add one
more testimony, of an ancient date,
respectiag the North American dialects.
It is that of the celebrated Roger Wil-
liams, who was distinguished for bis
knowledge of the Indian languages. So
long ago as 1648, be published, bis valua-
bic little work (reprinted by the Rhode
Island Historical Society, 1827) called "A
Key into the Language of America,"
that is, of New'England; and, in describ-
ing bis work, be says, "The Englisi for
every Indian word or phrase stands in a'
straight fine directly against the Indian ;
yet sometimes there are two words for
the sanie thing, for their language is ex-
ceeding copious, and they bave five or six
words sometimes for one thing." The
same copiousness is found to exist in the
languages of Middle America, as was
made known to the European world,long
ago, by Clavigero, in his History of Mexi-
co; and also in the languages of the
southern part of our continent, as will -be
found in the valuable History ofChile, by
the abbé Molina. We must content our-
selves with barely referring to these
works on the présent occasion, as our
principal object is the languages of North
America; but, in regard to those of Mid-
dle and Souti Arserica, the reader will
find, in the works here, cited, and in
some others, a thorough refutation of the
strange opinions of speculative writers,
w-lio have presumptuously passed judg-
nient upon a subject, before they had the
mieans of beconing acquainted with it,
and decried wiat they couldi not compre-
iend. We are not yet possessed of suffi-
cient- data for dctermining how nany
principal stocks, or families of languages,
there are in North America. M%1r. Jeffer-
son, in his Notes on Virginia, upon in-
fornation whici is admitted to be very
imperfect, bas hazarded an opinion, tiat
they are very »umerous; and then lie
proceeds, from this assumed state of facts,
to draw an inference in contradiction of
the received opinion of the Christian
world as to the age of the earth. His
reasoning, whsic hlias been too lastily
adopted into somse popular works in gen-

Seral use, is as follows: "But, imperfect as
. is our knowledge of the tongues spoken

in America, it suffices to discover the fol-
s lowing remarkable fact. Arranging them
) under the radical oiesto which they nay
, be palpably traced, aind doing the sanie
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