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woods also skirting the river furnish large supplies
of rabbits, which even the Indian children are taught
to snare. Beavers too are most -numerous in this
district, and are excellent food, while their furs are an
important article of trade with the Hudson Bay
Company ; bringing to the poor Indian his much
prized luxury of tea or tobacco, a warm blanket or
ammunition. $As the Spring comes on the women of
the camps will be busy making ¢ sirop” from the
birch trees, and dressing the skins of moose or deer
which their husbands have killed in the chase.
There are also the canoes to be made or repaired
for use whenever the eight months’ fetters of ice
shall give way.

Thus we see the Indian camps offer a pleasant
spectacle of a contented and busy people ; and if they
lack the refinement and luxuries of more civilized

-communities, they have at all events this advantage,

—they have never learnt to need them.

Mi'?hel, the Indian, was a well-skilled, practised
hunter. Given a windy day, a good depth' of
snow,-and one or two moose, tracks on its fair
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