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also an expert seaman, well versed in the science of
navigation, and burning to take part in the search for
those golden lands across the western ocean, whose
existencé mariners of all nations had so long suspected.

Among Bristol merchants, baffled in their own
attempts to reach the goal, such a man was sure of
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meeting with not only sympathy, but ready co-opera-
tion. And in 1496 we find him obtaining from Henry
VIL a charter, made out in the names of himself and
his sons, Lewis, Sebastian, and Sanctus, empowering
him and those associated with him to fit out sundry
vessels to search for new lands, and take possession
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