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A DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE,

On Friday afternoon a meeting will
be held in the Board of Trade rooms
to organize the Victoria branch of the
Vancouver Island Development League.

- This meeting will, we understand be

public; that {s any one who wishes to
take part in forming the organization
will be welcome. It seems to be neces-
sary to go a little into particulars in
regard to this movement for an erro-
neous impression prevails regarding it.
Some  persons think that the move-
ment is confined to members of the
Board of Trade and that the League
will be little more than a committee of
that organization; but we do not so
understand the matter. " Thé Develop-
ment League is the outcome of a reso-
Jution adopted by the Board of Trade,
which resulted in the appointment of
A committee and the issuing of invi-
tations to representatives from all
parts of the Island to decide upon a
Jine of action. The decision of the
conference of delegates was to form
3 the several
centres of population. With this ac-
tion of the conference the connection
of the Board of Trade committee, as
such, with the movement ended. The
members of the committee will doubt-
less all become members of the League
but only as private individuals and
not as representatives of the Board of
‘I'rade. The next step in the course
of events was the dissolution of the
Tourist Association. It was felt by the
executive of that body that it was
necessary to have the publicity cam-
paign assume a wider scope than was
possible under the management of the
Tourist Association and this fact was
stated to the city council at a formal
conference with that body, at which a
publicity grant was urged. A few days
later the executive met and formally
wound up its affairs. There is there-
fore now no publicity organization in
Victoria and the meeting to be held
on Friday is for the purpose of form-
fng one. We hope it will be well at-
tended.

COMOX-ATLIN.

The Times is° quite correct when it
surmises that the Conservative con-
vention recently held in this city did
not decide upon putting a candidate in
the field in opposition to Mr. Temple-
man. It says that it could not be ex-
pected to know what took place at the
conventioh, nevertheless it published
abroad that the convention went on re-
cord against such a course. The posi-
tion taken by the members of the con-
vention was eminently sound. It was

that the people of Comox-Atlin ought
to be allowed to settle a matter of that |

kind for themselves, and hence no ac-
tion was taken. All this was duly re-

‘ported in the press at the time, and

there was no reason why our contem-
¥ igndrance.
It took theé chanté of setting the false
report afloat, knowing that no contra-
diction could possibly overtake it. But
with ‘its usual policy, our contempor-
ary ‘misrepresents the policy of this
paper in this regard. . It says that the
convention rejected the counsel of the
Colonist. Not only did the. Colonist
give no counsel whatever in respect to
Comox-Atlin, but it stated in so many
words that it had no advice to offer on
the subject, but that the people of the
constituency ought to be left to deter-
mine for themselves what course they
would take. We were influenced to
take this position by several considera-
tions, chief among which was the in-

ability of any one in. Victoria to form |

on short notice an opinion on this
point that would be of any value what-
ever. We fancy that this was what in-
fluenced the convention against mak-
ing any dellverance whatever upon the
question. The local conditions of
Comox-Atlin are varied and it is very
difficult for an outsider to get in touch
with them. Only a few things were
known or could be ascertained off-
hand. One was that as there has
never been a contested election there
for the House of Commons the man-
ner in which the voters would divide on
federal Issues was very uncertain.
Another was that the Conservatives in
the local elections in the four ridings,

which make up the constituency, polled’

2 majority of votes. Another was that

'there are more votes now than there

were in 1907. Another was that Mr.
Templeman has no personal following
in the constituency. Another was as to
the possibility of making anything like
a thorough canvas of the constituency
at this season of the year, These were
matters upon which we were all more
or less informed, and because of them
it would have been presumptuous for
any newspaper or political convantion
outside of the constituency to endeavor
to dictate to the people of it what they
should do. They have declded upon op-
posiion, and if we are correctly advis-
ed the opposition is likely to be suc-
cessful. 4

THE GEORGIAN BAY CANAL.

Among the addresses delivered be-
fore the Canadian Club of Fort Wil-
liam, one of the most interesting and
instructive was that of Senator Poirier,
of News Brunswick, upon the Georgian
Bay Canal. The nature of this pro-
posed undertaking is not as well under-
stood by the general public as it ought
to be, and as it is likely to occupy the
attention of Parliament at no distant
day, a more extended reference to it,
than was made yesterday in these col-
umns, may be timely. We adopt the
Senator's definit' en of the project. He
said:

“The Ottawa and French rivers,
with their connecting lakes and port-
ages, need to be canalized and made
continuous between Georgian Bay and
the St.-Lawrence and made navigable
by the large lake ships.”

Georgian Bay is the northeastern ex-
tension of Lake Huron, and French
river flows into it from Lake Nippi-
sing. North Bay station on the Cana-
dian Pacific is on the latter lake. The
distance from the mouth of French
river to Montreal by the proposed
canal will be 440 miles. There wil
have to be 57 miles of Improved
channel and 27 locks covering in all a
distance of 28 miles. This latter dis-
tance is the only part of the route
where an artificial waterway will have
to be created. Georgian Bay is 578
feet above the ocean. The rise to
Lake Nippising is 70 feet, and from
the lake to the height of land between

.of all kinds.

‘the increased production.

 railways. Of the 70,000,000

d t is 646 feet. The route is down
the Mattawa to its junction with the
Ottawa and down the Ottawa to Mon-
treal. ;

The proposal is to construct a. 22-
foot canal with a width in the locks
of 65 feet, the locks to be 650 feet long.
The cost is estimfited at  $90,000,000.
Senator Poirier very wisely says that
the: expediency of investing so large a
sum of money in a public work is
purely a business proposition, in the
consideration of which sentiment ought
to play no part. The interest on this
amount at 3% per cent. would be
$3,160,000, and, adding for repairs and
running expenses, he puts the total
annual cost $4,000,000. “Will the canal
yield annually four million dollars of
profit?”’ he asks, and he proceeds to
answer his question on the assumption
that the canal will be free, at least to
Canadian vessels.

He says the first source of revenue
will be the water-power created wher-
ever locks and dams are built and from
impounding tributaries of the Ottawa.
At the first lock, which will be two
miles from Montreal, 100,000 horse-
power will be available, and the mini-
mum estimate of the energy to be de-
veloped along the whole route of the
canal is 1,000,000 horse-power. The
Montreal Light, Heat and Power com-
pany pays $15 per annum per horse-
power brought from Shawinnigan
Falls, a distance of 80 miles. Assuming,
as  seems reasonable, that all the
100,000 h.p. above mentioned could be
sold in Montreal and vicinity at this
price, there would be an income from
that source alone of $1,500,000. The
Senator believes that the railways and
Industrial establishments, as well as
the demand of cities and towns within
a reasonable distance for power would
draw sufficiently upon the remainder
of the available power to meet the
$2,600,000 over and above what Mon-
treal alone would pay. Therefore he
claims the direct revenue from power
would meet all annual charges on ac-
count of the canal, and after a few
years leave a substantial and increas-
ing margin of profit.

Concerning the indirect advantages
of the canal he says that it will open
the markets west of Montreal to coal
from the Maritime Provinces. At pre-
sent about 3,000,000 tons of bituminous
coal are consumed between Ottawa
and Fort Willlam. This {8 brought
from the United States and the aver-
age freight is $1.18 per ton. He says
that Nova Scotia coal can be delivered
at the same points, after the canal is
built, for 86 cents a ton and perhaps
less. Thus there would be a saving
in transportation, and the money paid
for the coal and its carriage from the
mines to its consumers would all be
expended in Canada. This takes no
account of the duty on coal from. the
United States. For return freight the
coal carriers would take grain and iran
ore. He estimates that by the year
1912, which is as soon as the canal
could be completed if it were begun
this year, there will be 15,000,000 acres
of land in the Prairie Provinces under
cultivation, yielding 400,000,000 of grain
The total carrying capa-
city of-all the Canadian- railways-and
canals in 1906 was 25,000,000 bushels,
and Senator Poirier asks if it is pro-
bable that the facilittes of the railways
can be so increased as to keep up with
He thinks
Western Canada will be at the mercy
of United Stdtes transportation com-
panies unless something is provided in
addition to the existing and projécted
shels of
grain shipped from' Fort Willlam and
Port Arthur in 1906 “much over one-
half” went by United States routes.

The Senator points out that grain
from the Prairies can be delivered at
Montreal by the proposed canal as
cheaply as it can be delivered at
Buffalo. But grain sent by way of the
latter city must be transhipped twice,
once from the “lakers” into the canal
boats on the Erie Canal, and the se-

cond time from the canal boats to the

sea-going ships, whereas grain ship-
ped via the Georgian Bay Canal would
never have to be . touched until it
reached its European destination, be-
ing borne the whole distance in the
same vessel. That is to say during
the season of navigation Canada would

‘have at Fort William and Port Arthur

what would practically be ocean ports.
To appreciate what this means it is
necessary to remember that these cities
are. further .west than Chicago, and
nearly as far west as Minneapolis and
St. Paul.

- It would make this article too long
to go into the comparative statement
of the cost of shipping wheat by way
of the proposed canal and other routes,
but he estimates that the saving to
Canadian wheat producers on 100,000,-
000 bushels of grain would be $6,000,-
000. Nor will space permit any ex-
amination of the probable receipts of

the , canal from ftrafic from Chicago,

Duluth and other ports on the United

States side of the Great Lakes. This

would be a diréct revenus, for it would
be unreasonable to give United States
vessels the same advantages in the
Canal as Canadian bottoms would have.
In view of what has been set about
above it is not a matter of surprise
that the Georgian Bay Canal finds
many very warm supporters, and it is
difficult to see how the government of
Canada can long delay taking its
construction into favorable considera-
tion. Possibly. while the National
'Transcontinental railway is unfinished,
the government must hesitate about
embarking upon any new undertaking
involving nearly, if not quite, $100,000,-
000. Governments, like individuals,
have their financial limitations, and
these do not depend so much upon the
ability of a country to meet its obli-
gations as upon what is spoken of as
the abllity of the investing public to
“‘digest” any class of securities. But
the Georgian Bay Canal must come,
and that before long.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Attorney-General Bowser is the bete
noir of the Opposition. Mr, Macdon-
ald’s supporters in the House and in
the press may indulge in criticisms
of the other members of the govern-
‘ment, but they reserve their heaviest
assaults for Mr. Bowser. We do not
know that this is. much to be won-
dered at. The Attorney-General is a
belligerent. No olive branches grow
in hig political garden and he has no
political dovecot. Like the war-horse
of whom Job speaks, he scents the bat-
tle from afar, and he never plays the
part of a sulky Achilles. Combined
with his natural pugnacity is a fine

fund of good humor and a faculty of|

hard-hitting. He is a political gladi-
ator, who neither asks nor gives quar-
ter. Therefore, it is to be expected
that he will always be in the thick of
contests. But Mr. \Bowser is some-
thing much more and much better
than this. He is a hard-working and
capable public officer. In his hands
an important department is admirably
administered. He is prompt in attend-
ing to his public duties, intelligent in
the discussfon of questions of law or
policy and wholly non-partizan in the

administration of the large powers
vested In the Attorney-General by the
Statutes of this province. We venture
to predict that Mr. Bowser will attain
very much greater political prominence
that he ‘now holds, unless he, ltke so
many other British Columbfans, feels
unequal to -the financial sacrifices
which public life necessarily entails.

CANADA AND UNITED STATES.

Mr. T. J. Drummond- retiring preasi-
dent of the Montreal Board of Trade,
in the course of an address made on
vacating his office saie, as reported in
the Montreal Witness:

A few months ago we had the privi-
lege of hearing Lord Milner's ideas on
this subject, and of the possibilities of
the Mother Country adopting the prin-
ciple within a few years. At that time
L took occasion to refer to the move-
ment towards reciprocity with Canada,
which had taken shape in the United
States. That movement is gaining
force. It has behind it strong interests
aiming to secure the Canadian mar-
ket, but we must realize that in our
present condition any reciprocal ar-
rangement with the United States
would be detrimental to our railways,
industrial, commercial and general in-
terests, and that from a national point
of view it would mean a cutting away
from, instead of a drawing closer to
our own .people, and it is as certain as
certain can be that commercial union
with the United States would sooner or
later mean political union.

Men prominent in poiitics and in
commerce in the United States have
for years been looking with longing
eyes on Canada. They knew her and
valued her. Today the smaller men
have opened their eyes to her also, and
80 the desire is spreading. The ques-
tion of how Canada could be controlled
has been considered by many, and dif-
ferent methods advocated.

Mr. Drummon then quoted from Mr.
Andrew Carnegie’s “The Empire of
Business,” published in 1902, in which
he said he would tax highly all Can-
adian products so long as Canada con-
tinued subordinate to the European
power.” He believed Mr. Carnegie was
now in favor of reciprocity, but if his
ideas as to the methods had changed
was there any reason to believe that
there had been any change in the ob-
Jeet?

Looking at the question of reciprocity
with the United States apart altogeth-
er from imperial preferential trade or
British connection, while I can see
much that would be to the Dbenefit
of the United States I can see practi-
cally nothing but loss to Canada. We
have mortgaged great national assets
to build transcontinental roads so as
to increase the trade between the east
#nd the west. Reciprocity would di-
vert the trade to the south.

‘We have been building up our na-
tion industrially, agriculturally and
otherwise, and, taken as a whole, re-
ciprocity would be damaging, and in
many cases disastrous, to all our in-
terests. We have reached a point in
national development where success is
assured. We must guard our position,
and guard it carefully.

While we do not agree with Mr.
Drummond when he says that com-
mercial union would lead to political
union with the United States, that isif
by commercial unfon he means reci-
procity only, we are heartlly in accord
with the other views expressed by
him. Speaking of commercial union
with the republic it may he pointed
out that there is a wide difference
between such a relation and reci-
procity. The latter only impHes that,
for certain concessions in the matter
of .the tariff on the part of one coun-
try, the other would make some com-
pensatory concessions. Commercial un-
fon would mean a tariff common to the
twe countries and we can hardly see
how such an arrangement would be
possible without leading sooner or lat-
er to political union. We fail to see
how such an effect would necessarily
follow from reciprocity. But it is not
necessary to discuss that aspect of the
case, because the other ideas advanced
by Mr. Drummond, though they are
not absolutely his own, are a sufficient
argument against yielding’ to any
request which our neighbors may make
for reciprocial trade arrangements ex-
cept on such limited lines as would
preserve unimpaired the - progress
which Canada has made sgince the
adoption of the National policy thirty

years ago.
The United States only wants
reciprocity in order that it may

be able to get our raw materials free
of duty and sell us manufactured pro-
ducts. Our neighbors have no raw
materials to scll us that we cannot
either get elsewhere, except cotton,
and we can exercise our own discretion
about placing a duty on this article.
On the other hand they would like to
have our markets for their manufac-
tured  produce. We have raw ma-
terials 'which our nelghbors need, and
can get nowhere else so advantage-
ously. The question for Canadians to
consider is whether it would not be
better for us to retain these raw ma-
terials until our mnelghbors, by the
force of circumsiances are compelled
to open their markets to manufactured
products from this country. It seems
to us that there can hardly be any
question upon this point, and that it
would be suicidal for us to concede
anything to the United States for the
privilege of sending our raw materials
into that country free of duty. We
submit that a wiser policy would be
to place an export duty on raw ma-
terials, so as to make it more profit- |
able for our neighbors to manufacture |
them in Canada than In their own‘
country. The hostility to reciprocity
was never as marked in Canada as it
is today and the people are beginning
to realize that the Washington author-
ities never did the Dominion better
service than when they rejected our
overtures in this direction some years
ago. 2

LLOYD-GEORGE’S GEOGRAPHY.

We have had a passing reference to
speech of Mr. Lloyd-George, Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer, in which he
spoke of large imports of Canada from
the United States which he sald was

For Chapped Face
and Hands

USE BENZOIN CREAM

Bach ingredient in its preparation

is of the purest. Ladies who have
once used this peerless Cream are
delighted with it. 2b6c per tube at
this store.

Cyrus H. Bowes

CHEMIST

Government Street - Near Yates

‘“very largely “because ' the St. Law-
rence is frozen over and this country
cannot export direct to Canada” dur-
ing five months of the years. Mr.
Donald Macmaster, K.Ci a Canadian
by birth, took occasion in the course
of a speech recently delivered to set
Mr. Lloyd-George right. We quote
from his speech:

Was it conceivable that Mr. Lloyd
George should not be aware that'the
great ports of Halifax in Nova Scotia
and St. John in New Brunswick were
open all the year®round, that there
were direct lines of steamships to
these ports throughout the whole year,
and that these ports had connections
with three great lines of railway that
carried the ocean-borne freights and
mails three or four thousand miles
into the interior of Canada?

We find no difficulty in believing it to
be quite conceivable that Mr. Lloyd-
George was just as ignorant of the
geography of Canada as his remark
indicated. What 'Is not conceivable is
that he would have made such a state-
inent unless he believed it to be true.
The regrettable thing is that the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer is not alone in
ithe ignorance, which he has mani-~
fested. Some years ago a writer in
one of the English weeklies urged that
some attention should be paid to geo-
graphy at the great universities and
he was answered by another who said
that modern geéography had no place
in the education of a gentleman. ' It
was well enough, he said, for com-
mercial people, but not material for
others. Probably he would have in-
sisted that a liberal education required
a knowledge of how the Pelopponesus
was divided among the anclent Greek
states and an ability to trace the
mythical voyage of Ulysses; but that
hie should know such vulgar things as
the accessibility. of Canada in the
winter time from the sea, it was real-
ly asking too much. Mr. Lloyd-
George's observation shows that not
only is there a class of people who
look upon a knowledge of geography
as superfluous, but-that a man may
be a statesman prominent in the con-
trol of the destinies of an empire and
yet be ignorant of rudimentary facts
concerning that empire. In these days
when the physical character of coun-
tries and their. geographical relations
to each other are the very essence of
international politics, it seems not
unreasonable to ‘suggest that the
Chancellor of the Exchequer ought not
to be under the opinion that Canada
is closed to the direct commerce of the
United Kinghom  for five months of
the year. Before he ventures to ex-
press an opinion as to how geograph-
fcal facts will bear upon any line of
trade policy, one would suppose that he
would have taken the trouble to in-
form himself of those facts. It is
very hard to know just what can be
done to dispel the cloud of ignorance
of Canada which exists in certain
quarters of the United Kinghom. How
can it be made known, so that even
Mr. Lloyd-George will not be ignorant
that the harbors of St. John and Hali-
fax and others less important on the
Atlantic coast of Canada are less im-
peded by ice and winter fogs than the
port of New York; and that Canadian
ports on the Pacific are as free as the
harbors on the Mediterranean.

PUBLIC OGWNERSHIP.

Disaussing the future of the Inter-
colonial Railway, the Winnipeg Post
makes an argument in favor of
transferring the road to a ‘private
company so that “graft and wire-pull-
ing will be impossible.” Quite apart
from the merits;of the ‘suggestion of
private ownership of, this . railway.
which now seems.exceedingly unlike-
ly, one may ask, why graft and wire-
pulling might not be made impossible
even under government ownership.Why
does it seem to be taken for granted
that a great public undertaking can-
not be carried off honestly and with
reasonable economy by a govern-
ment? There iS not the least doubt
that the members of a government
would prefer to conduct affairs in a
strajghtforward and business-like way.
There is. little less doubt that the per-
manent officers ‘of ' a department
would like to do’ the same. There
are exceptions, of course, but they are
not more numerous than in private
business. There is, however, a ten-
dency. to laxity on the part of persons
who have no direct financial interest
in the success of an enterprise under
their control and hence they are more
likely to yield to those influences
which the Post has in mind. when it
speaks of wire-pulling. But even if it
were possible, to. divorce an under-
taking like the Intercolonial wholly
from politics, there would still be
lacKking that sense of personal inter-
est which makes private ventures a
success In very many cases. We do
not know that this defect is a .suffi-
cient argument “to' offset the advan-
tages of government ownership, but it
fs something that must not be lost
sight of, The great cause of a lack of
efficlency and needless cost attending
undertakings managed by a govern-
ment is to be sought in political in-
fluence. Officials .cannot always re-
sist the pressure brought to bear upon
them by the representatives of the
Ibecple and these representatives
themselves find it exceedingly diffi-
cult to resist the pressure brought to
bear upon them by their constituents.
In short, if public ownership is in any
degree a failure, the reason is to be
sought in the public themselves.

It is asserted that the Cape-to-Cairo
railway will bé completed within three
years. The dream of Cecil Rhodes will
in that case become a reality sooner
than he ever supposed. What a won-
derful thing the road will be for Africa!

The anti-Japanese movement in the
United States refuses to subside. It
has spread from California to Nevada.
We fear complications. A collision be-
tween the Occident and the Orient
seems inevitable.

The proposal, made in a bill intro-
duced into parliament, that railway
companies shall be liable for damage
resulting from locomotive sparks,
whether they have.or have not been
guilty of negligence is pretty drastic
legislgtion. It would be sufficient to
assume negligence and place upon
the companies the burden of proof that
none -existed.

.
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Dinnerware Specials

SOME UNUSUAL VALUES IN “LONELY” DINNER SERVICES

Large shipments of Dinner-
ware are on their way to us,
and where to place these on ar-
rival is beginning to trouble us.

There is but one way out of
the difficulty-—one quick and
sure way, and that is to.clear
out the odd services at present

in stock.

We are marking all “lonely”
dinner services at interesting
prices. The saving possibilities
will appeal to you and also the

dainty ware.

Here are two representative values—on display, first floor, today.

DINNER SERVICE—A dainty
border, very neat and attractive.
of semi-porcelain.. Marked at a s
o PRI R

green lace
98 pieces
pecial price
7.50 ati s

STYLISH CURTAINS AND
CURTAININGS

The Best Values
in Metal Beds

are Found Here

A wonderful variety of charm-
ing curtains and curtainings
awsaits your  inspection on our
second floor.

It is almost time to think and
plan of changes in the home—
Spring cleaning. Here is a store
grandly prepared to aid and assist
you in this work.

Bring along your. decorative
problems and let us help you solve
them.” We shali be pleased to aid
VO, i g

The grandest choice of lace cur-
tains in the city.

By far the broadest
showing of Metal Beds—
Brass and Iron—is to be
found here.

And the values—well,
many things contribute to
the specially good values
we offer. We buy in tre-

mendous quantities and
take all discounts—cash
and otherwise. We save

on freight by buying in
car lots. You profit by all
this and are offered the
best bed values in the city.

Iron Beds—from $4.00

Brass Beds—from $35.00
Cribs—from .... $10.00

DINNER SERVICE—A semi-porcelain ser-
vice of 93 pieces.
floral and wreath pattern in green. Special

Jhe\decoration is a neat

e b st T 000

PCOOK'S

DECORA
.

BEST FOR WALLS

When you plan a “brightening
up” in the home plan to cover the
kitchen, pantry and bathroom
walls with Decora—the washable
wall cloth.

“Decora’ is as sanitary as

‘marble or tile, and for the same

reason—grease, smoke, dirt and
microbes will not adhere to it. A
wet cloth instantly cleanses it.

Price is easy—it’s more econ-
omical than wall paper. We show
a fine choice of patterns. Second
floor.

Let Us Show You These China Cabinets

Dainty Styles are Offered Few. and very far between are the

homekeepers who don’t admire dainty
China Cabinets and pretty China when
displayed in these cabinets.

It’s an easy matter for you and every
homekeeper to decorate her dining-room
with one of these, for we have such a
broad choice of styles and such a wide
range of prices that you can easily satisfy
your taste and
bounds of limited purse strings.

We show these cabinets
popular finishes and in handsome corner
and wall styles.
much in favor at the present time, and
you’ll like them, too.

These are shown on the third floor—a
pleasure to show them to

still keep within the
in all the
The corner cabinets are

you. Priced

" $18t0$75

PLAIN COCOA MATS
Size a3 x 2siineanly oo o

LSize 26 x 42'in., each ..

Winter Time Labor Savers for Little

It is an easy matter to keep the mud—at least
a goodly porton of it—from the floors of the house
if you are supplied with a couple of these mats. Try
a wire mat and a cocoa mat and you’ll be surprised
how little mud finds its way into the home.

Doesn’t cost much to “outfit” in this manner, for
we have a great assortment of mats at money saving
prices. Here are a few: g

Size 16 x 27 in,each .. duo i n TS
Bize 18 x 0ineach L0 0L L Gn s NG D
Size 2o x 33 i each viv, v e oo BEAS
Size 22 % 3b.in. each ., i, . il s SR O00 Pt
Size 24 X 30 injeach i ol ey NG OO ot

DIAMOND COCOA MATS WIRE MATS—THE FINEST WIRE MATS MADE
Size 14 x 24 in,, each .. . .. .. .. .. 8L.25 | Size 16 x 24 in, each... .. .. ..... .. $1.25
Size 16 x 27 in., each .. .. .. ,. .. .. 81.50 | Size 18 x 30in., each .. .. .. ..'.. .. $1.75
Size 18 x 30'in, each .. .. .. .. .. .. $1L.BO| Size 22 x 36 in, each .. .. .. .. .. ;. $2.50
Size 20 x 33 m., each .. .. .. .. .. .. $2.25 | Size 26 x 48 in.,, each .. .. .. .. .. $4.00
b e R R R e L e .7? DEZe 30 X ARG dach” L s U .

7

S
23y

Bize 20 % 4B dn; each v oin gy

Let Us Save You Money on Carpets

HOMES

HOTELS
CLUBS
BOATS

SHOWROOMS:

THE “FIRST” FURNITURE STORE OF THF “LAST” WEST—ESTAB. 1862

CHURCHES
SCHOOLS
STORES
OFFICES

R
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CLUB LICENSES
BILL WAS ADVA

A
N

Attorney-General's Meas
License Clubs Passed

Second Reading

(From Thursday

With practically
torney-general’'s | 1
of clubs to sell intoxicatir
passed its second r¢ §
The bill formed the g ral
discussion in the lobbies prio
upening of the sitting 1t t
little actual dis n in t
Mr. Hawthornthwalite (
Mr, Naden (Greenwood)
purely incidental obje

The sitting was :
gislature apparent
recovered from the
bate on the reply t
the Throne. A n
the most part ame
ready on the stati
troduced by the attorne;
Oliver (Delta) asked 8 usu:
of questions, and one or tw
came to their second read
ing on his bill for licensing o
the attorney-general said in pe

Social Club Bill

“This is an attempt at leg]
along new lines, to bring the
clubs throughout the province
the license system. [or
considerable difficulty
perjenced in handling
which are in many c
by one man in his own inter
Benevolent Societies act allowe
to be formed for social p
was found that some of the o
ations formed _under this act
cauging friction throughout t
vince, and the then attorney-
drafted an amendment to the :
ing to the lieutenant-gover|
council the power to cancel o
clubs after investigation. M
the clubs weére cancelled as a
But this did not do away wi
evil.. Finally I myself introdu
amendment to the act striki
of the Benevolent Societies a
clause under which such club
formed. Then it was found t
Companies act allowed for the
ization of clubs, although the
not give them the right to sell
In spite of that fact, liquor w

“In some cases prosecutions
clubs was successful, as in so
stances in Vancouver and New
minster particularly. But gre
fliculty was experienced in getti
dence against them. To such
tent has the grievance against
bodies grown that when applic
licenses were refused by the li
boards, they formed clubs an
ceeded to supply liquor to the
holders.

“My department has receive
complaints on this head. At t
ventions of the union of munici
last .year and this resolutions
passed protesting against the cl
and a committee consulted me|
what was to be done. The q
came up as to whether the
palities should be given the ri
grant licenses to clubs. It was
ed out that thi8 will léad to t
fcles ‘which might cenflict, an|
to properly control the situati
sponsibility must be thrown o
central body. To do this will
certaln revenue for the maint
of officials, etc. The committe
the 1nunicipalities  consented t
and so a clause has been inse
the bill making it operative
whole province.

“In 1905 a similar bill, tho
more drastic one, was put int
in England. In the terms of t
the clubs have to obtain their
from the justices of the petty s
In their district. The whole
nal workings of the clubs must
bare, and in January of each
complete return must be made
Justices. More than that, by th
ment of one .shilling anybod
gain access to the registers a
how the club is carried on.

A More Stringent Act

“In Alberta the attorney-gene
Just introduced 'a bill that goei
further than this. Last year
was passed in that province pr
ing a club from supplying liquo
members. This year that ac
been amended so as to allow o
being licensed. Licenses may
sued with such terms as to i
tion as the attorney-general sh
fit. No license will be issued
club that has not satisfied the
ney-general as to its arrang
for supplying meals to member;

“In Ontario, after which w
largely modelled our regulatio:
same power exists, except with
to the cancellation of licenses.

“The license clause has not b
in the bill for the purpose of
sing the legitimate clubs of the
ince. It is the spurious clubs th
gimed at. These operate wit
license in defiance of the liquor |
act. They keep open all hours
day and Sunday as well. It is n
to the license-holders or to the
We must make the act gener
though it is not our idea to int
with legitimate clubs, but the |
must suffer to a certain extent f
general good.

“According to the .bill the 8§
tendent of Provincial Police m
any time authorize an official
him" to. inspect the premises o
club. This clause is to protect
the event of a club being organi
false representations. The mom
finds that a club is not conducti
business properly, the Attorney
eral has power to cancel the lice|

At this point Mr. Hawthornt:
(Nanaimo) drew attention to th
that the bill, as printed, forba
selling of liquor to “Miners,” H
miners had as much right to buy
as any other class. He suggeste
that the English regulation all
anybody to inspect the clubs on
ment of a shilling be incorpora

the bill. He wanted to know wh
fect any local ‘option legislatio
House might pass at this s

would have on the bill under con
atlon. Mr. Naden (Greenwood)
to know how the act, if passed,
affect Prince Rupert.

The Attorney-General told Mr.
thornthwalite that the effect
local option legislation of the pi
bill would depend on the clauses
Jocal option measure. He tol
Naden: that he could not at p|
deal with possible cases- that
arise for consideration later.

Dr. McGuire (Vancouver)
warmly in favor of the bill.
last two or three years, ‘he sai
Thatter had been frequently brou
the attention of the Attorney-G

. In a certain section of Vancouy:
" & club formed by a man whe ha



