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Buallin Is Napoleon of the
German Slz»ipowner-Powerful Force in
Great Battle Over the Freight Rates

P

Atlantic;

Character Sketch by A. G. G., in Manchester Guardian.

»

Herr Ballin has declared war inthe
Atlantic. It is not war on England
only, but war on the world, even on
Germany. For it 18 his rival at Bre-
men, the north German Lloyd, which
§s the immediate object of his attack.
He opened his campaign last Die-

cember by cutting the Continental
rates to the United States. To that

attack the North German Lloyd re- ¥

plied promptly in similar terms, and
the “Atlantic Pool,” which includes
most of the Atlantlc lines is at an
end. It has been in existence twenty
two years and been - frequently
regonstructed, but it has become a
tottering structure.” Herr . Ballin is
reported to have sald recently, “and
it is -doubtful whether it would be
worth, while to erect a new building.”
#ie made his preparations for the
pew - war with his accustomed com-
pleteness. Two giant vessels, Vater-
land and Vaterland IL, are being re-
constfucted; he has increased the cap-
dtal of his company and he has rais-
ed his reserve for “fighting compe-
tition” from &£1,900,000 to £ 2,750,000.
‘I our claim to “rule the waves” is
imperilled, the menace does not come

from the German Dreadnoughts, but
from Herr Ballin. The British suprem-
acy in shipping is, of course, over-
whelming, At least half of the entire
mercantile marine of the werld is in
our hands, and Germany, though sec-
ond to us, is immeasurably inferior.
But there is no umnit in the shipping
world ‘to compare with the Hamburg-
Amerika Line, and no shipping genius
to challenge Herr Ballin. He dictates
the laws and makes the wars of the
shipping world. Our reply to his high
soaring schemes has been by the am-
algamation of our enterprise. When
41t 1911 the Royal Mail Steam Packet
Company absorbed the Union Castle
and the Elder Dempster lines we con-
gratulated ourselves that a German
company was No longer supreme In
the shipping world. “It is incorrect,”
sald Herr Ballin, and he claimed that
the Hamburg-Amerika Company, with
its 1,200,000 registered tons, exceeded
the English combination, and that it
was & homogeneous company while
the other was only & financial trust.

Fe Comes to London. :

Whether he was right in attributing
the amalgamation to the ‘“nervous
English rivalry with Germany” or not,
it is unguestionable that the English
shipping world watches the Hamburg
Napoleon with ceaseless (\1.~‘qni‘(‘t, It
is a just tribute to his achievements
and his powers. He is today easily
the first private citizen in Cermany,
and in spite of the fact that he is a
Jew, perhaps its most popular citizen
also—popular allke with the people
and the Kaiser. This popularlity .is
due not merely to the fact that he
iy one of the chief architects of Ger-
many’s commercial development; but
that he has fulfilled the Kaiser's am-
bition of “teaching Germany to swim.”
Perhaps, indirectly, we have to look to
him merc than anyone else &8 to the
source of the rivalry between Eng-
tand and Germany which shadows the
political skyv put which is ultimately
economic. And it would be interest-
ing, if not very profitable, to specul-
ate what would have been the posl-
tion today if instead of becoming the
genius of (Gterman shipping. Herr
Ballin had becoiae the dominant force
in English shipping.

¥or it was in England that he began
his career. His father was a sma.\l
shipper at Hamburg, and, while still
a youth;~Herr Ballin ¢ame to Tondon
to learn the gecret of our maritime
greatness. He sat at ‘'a desk in the
office of the Carr Line, then a small
competitor of -the equally small- Ham-
burg-Amerika Line; and made such
progress that in 1883 he was sent beck
to Hamburg to manage the Continen-
tal passenger traffic of his company.
Had the Carr Line kept him at home

and given him his head, we cannot
doubt that it would have been living
today and that Herr Ballin would
have been manipulating the shiping
world from this side of the North Sea
instead of the other. At first the com-
petition of the two companies was
made the subject .of a compromise,
but soon the Hamburg Line _bought
up the Carr Line and with it acquired
the services of Herr Ballin,
His Genius.

But - having acquired him  they al-
most regretted their: good. . fortune.
Their line, it was true, was in a hope-
less position. For gome years it had
paid no dividend. - It~ had -only five
steamer routes, one to New York and
four to the West Indies and Central
America and.none of its 26 ships was
first-class. Clearly there was need for
a new broom; but when the new brom
comes the old hands rarely take it
kindly. . That was the ‘case with the
directors of the Hamburg-Amerika
when Herr Ballin came into - their
midst with Tis vast dreams and his
boundless ambitions. He wanteds sev-
en-day Transatlantic boats, he want-
ed new twin-screw steamers, ‘he talk-
ed of luxuries at sea at which ‘- these

amiable old gentlemen stood aghast.

They could not dismisg this surprising
young man as a mere visionary " or a
financial plunger, for there is an q.!t' .o!
quiet assurance about him that is indis-
putable His manner is modest and unob-
trusive, his serenity * unfailing. He has
none of the combative and aggressive ex-
ternals of the Prussian, but overcomes
oppostion by the unprovocative persua-
siveness of his race. He understands very
well that if you want to win a victory it
is advisable not to introduce the element
of personal conflict. Many excellent peo-
le with excellent causes habituaily fail
ecause they want a persornat triumph as
well as a practical one. They want ' the
shadow a8 wéll as the substance. Herr
Ballin is content with the substance. He
is entirely free from the - tanity © that
claims personal victory and - he  per-
vades the atmosphere with  an entirely
non-controversial spirit and a universal
friendliness that is disarming. You can-
not resist a man who has no angularities
to keep your opposition alive and who
wears a smile of such imperturbable ahd
agssured blandness.

But these gaulities of manner would not
alone have been enough to overcome the
conservatism of his unadventurous co-
directors. He succeeded because his equ-
animity is founded on knowledge. He has
the Jewish industry and exactness, and a
capacity for taking infinite pains. No de-
tail is too trivial for him to store away
in his profusely pigeon-holed brain, and
all the resources of his knowledge are at
the ready service of a mind which is as
orderly in its operations as it is compre-
hensive in its scope. Add-to this a far-
sighted and imaginative grasp of the pos-
sibilities of things, and the emergence pf
Herr Ballin is intelligible. He is in
affairs what Lasker is at ithe chessboard.
He does not leap at some dazzling com-
bination, but arrives at it constructively
and builds up his schemes by the patient
command of all his material.

What He Has Done.

The resistance of the ancients of the
Hamburg-American faded befere the un-
demonstrative, but sleepless, - energy of
Herr Ballin. They shuddered at his ideas,
and vielded to them, and finally, as the
best way of getting rid of the conflict,
made him director-general and the auto-
crat of the line. The rise of the ‘“Hapag”’
service' under his control "is’ one of the
commercial wonders of the time. When he
joined it, it was negligible, and only the
North German Lloya@ offered any serious
challenge from Germany to British su-
premacy in the Atlantic. His development
of the business was at once swift and
cautious. He announced his advent into
the field by building the Deutschland,
with which for the first time Germany
wen the blue ribbon of the Atlantic from
this country. But ornamental feats of this
kind played eonly :a -small part in his
gchemes. He founded new services to
every part of -the globe, s0 that he was
able with truth as well as pride to in-
geribe on the front of the new building
at Hamburg, “My field is the world.””” He
built new 1ileets of great and  vyet
greater ships, until today, with
the - - Vaterlands, the tonnage of~ the
company reacies something like one and
a half millions. He largely inaugurated

the new tradition of luxurious travel,
which has robbed the passage of the At-
lantlc of most of its inconveniences and
all of its tedium. His colleagues looked

on in amazement at their wonderful auto-
crat and predicted with each new plunge
inevitable disaster. But, however much
the capital rose, the profits rose still more,
and last vear they reached the record
figure of three millions sterling. The scale
of his achievements is always rising. Not
many vears ago he was attidcked for his
recklessness in building a ship at a cost
of £300,000. Today he is building ships
each of which cost a million and a half,
or not far short of the cost of a Dread-
nougat.

. But great as his influence has been on
the shipping trade of Garmany, it has been
no less marked in another sphere—that of
shipbuilding. TUntil his appearance the
ocean greyhounds were all built in this
country. He has changed all that. n
is said that it was the Kaiser, then Princa
William, who through Bismarck suggested
to Herr Ballin that he should build 2 fast
liner at home. It may be so, though Herr
3allin is not the man to need much ex-
ternal suggestion. In any case he put the
idea into action, built tiie Auguste Vie-
toria, which was based on English models,
and established the practice of construct-
ing German liners in Germany.

Friend of the Kalser.

It is natural that the Kaiser, with his
passion to make Germany great and espe-
elally great at sea, should be an enthu-
siastic admirer of Herr Ballin. When he
goes to Hamburg he siways visits the
modest residence of the great shipowner,
and on at least three occasions he, has
offered him a position in his Government.
But Herr Ballin is a wise man. He knows
that it is better to reign in Hamburg than
serve in Berlin, to be the autocrat of the
Hamburg-Amerika and of the German
shipping trade than to be sport of the
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At “jome himself amongst the “stars,
Sir Robert Ball, whose death occurred
recently at Cambridge, was & master of

the art’ of making plain to the ay
mind the marvels of the heavens.

He was, perhaps, the most popular as-

tronomer the British Empire has ever
known, and _certainly the moSt’ popular
lecturer on his special subject.
Robert Stawell Ball was born*in Dub-"
lin on July 1, 1840, and was the elder
son of Dr. Robert Ball, an eminent nat-
uralist.

After a brilliant school career, he be-

came astronomer to Lord Rosse at Par-
sonstown. There he had great opportuni-
ties for practical work. The great Rosse
telescope—six feet in aperture ahd 54 fn
length—was at his entire dis sal. Dur-
ing the four years that Ball spéit” at
Parsonstown, night after night he stood
by the great instrument, a sentinel of
science, in the service of man.
On November 13, 1866, he was as usual
engaged at this task when he Tieard an
exclamation from the attendant which
inade him look away® from the eyeplece
of the instrument up to the sky itself.

There I was just in time to see 8 mag-
niﬂ.cent meteor streaming across the sky.
This was shortly followed by another and
then another. The KEarl of Rosse came
over to the observatory, and then seeing
the magnificence of the spectacle, we
ascended the top of the walls between

" GREAT DISASTER

FESRUARY 14. 1914.

which the instrument was su
for two hours we were tors of &
scene which ecan never e from my
memeory. The shooting stars or meteors
were each of them large enough to have
elicited a shout of astonishment on any
night, and there they were shot forth in
their hundreds and thousands.
Great Celestial Phenomena.

The last of the three great celestial
phétfomena of his lifetime Sir Robert
attributed to the mighty eruption at
Krakatao in 1883. In the Straits of Sun-
da, 10,00 miles away, and on the adjacent
shores, some 35,000 lives were lost, and
there was vast destruction of property,
but the remoter effects of the catastropae
were to vomit cubic miles of pumice dust
fiito’ the atmosphere, - In the course of a
fortnight it was distributed over the
whole globe, and those w0 remember the
gorgeous sunsets at the end of 1883 will
agree with Sir Robert in classing them
as among the most remarkable sights of
a lifettme. After his first appointment
Sir Robert mounted the astronomical lad-
der two steps at a time. A mathematical
professorship at Dublin was followed by
his appointment as astronomer royal for
Ireland.  In 1882 he left his native city to
become Lowndean profesfor of astronomy
and geometry at Cambrid From that
time he was largely occupied in organiz-
ing the astronomical research which was
so successfully carried on at the univers-

nded, and

ity observatory.
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Prussian junker. He is a Jew, who is
proud of iis race and whese success has
not affected his religious professions, and
he knows that the Prussian bureaucrats
are not desirable company for the Jew.
Herr Dernburg found out the same thing,
but only after a bitter experience at the
German colonial office. Herr Ballin does
not propose to submit himself to the same
contemptuous treatment.

Moreover, there are positive reasons for
his refusal to venture upon the stormy
seas of German politics. He likes his
home and he does not like publicity. He
gives one the impreéssion of a reticent,
almost shy man, and he will certainly do
much te escape the limelight. When the
twenty-fifth anniversary of his connection
with the Hapag approached, the citizens
of Hamburg, whe delight in the splendor
which Herr Ballin has brougit to their
city, proposed to celebrate the event. But
a week before the date ofthe anniversary
Herr Ballin went on a yachting cruise,
leaving no address and returning only
when the memory of the jubilee had had
time to pass out of the public mind. Then
he reappeared at the office as thoug
nothing had happened. He has as little
taste for social distinction as for public
recognition and if he wants pleasure other
than his work and his home can give he
goes to sea in his facht for it.

He is quite aware also that so far as
power goes 1e exercises far more in an
independent position than he would as the
holder of any office. He has the ear of
the Kaiser, communicates with him con-
stantly, and is his unofficial adviser on
naval questions. He is alleged to have
been the author of the Bulow ‘‘bloc,” and
it is said that it was through ©iim that the
Kaiser made the approaches which result-
ed in the memorable mission of Lord Hal-
dane to Berlin.

His Object.

1f his ambitions are Napoleonic. it need
not be assumed that he is a wrecker. And
if he has declared war, it may be that he
would say that he is not the sole cause.
Four or five years ago he proposed an ex-
tension of the conference agreement so far
as the principal steamship companies of
the North Atlantic are concerned. His
scheme included the adoption of a common
sailing program and the “serapping’’
of old ships to prevent them passing into
the hands of competitors. It was admitted
that his proposal, which seemed to have
been inspired by the new policy of the
English railway companies in cutting off
competitive waste by agreement, had
much to commend it: but Herr Ballin
suffers from the misunedrstanding which
awaits the man who is feared. When he
is simple he is believed to be “deep.”’
It was thought that he was engaged in a
plot by which the British shipping trade
would pull the chestnuts out of the fire
for the German companies, who were sup-
posed to have had a rather unprosperous
time. The idea came to nothing, and the
prospective saving to the co-operating
German and Engiish companies, which
Herr Ballin estimated at two and a half
millions annua'ly, has not been made. Per-
haps his present action is a sequel to that

failure. If you won’t co-operate like sen-
sible men, one can imagine him saying,
*hen you shall fight.

HIDDEN TALENT NEEDS DISCOVERER

How The English Review Has
Brought Before the Public
Many Writers of Note.

One of the most pressing needs of un-
«NOWN genius struggling to express it-
gelf or of talent checked by lack of ap-
preciation is a discoverer. Crabbe knew
this when he wrote (with such unusually
happy results) to Edmund Burke; Char-
lottle Bronte felt it when she sought
Southey’s sympathy, only to receive the
crabbed comment: ‘“Literature cannot be
the business of a_woman's life, and it
ought not to be.” Chatterton was keenly

conscious of it when he addressed Hor-
ace Walpole—only to be brutaly ignored.
] think myself injured, sir.”
Chatterton, apropos of the silence, ™and
did you not know of my circumstances’’
(he. had told Walpole that he was the
«penliless son of an obscure widow"™)
“you would not dare to trzat me thus.”
One’s heart weeps for the poor boy,
driven to his lonely death by lack @
sympathy. Unusual ability is never re-
cognlzed by ‘the multitude until he has
had the approval of A Name, be it that
of a person or of a periodical. The in-
sight that instantaneously discovers
genius or discovers talent is so rare that
{t may almost be called a sixth sense.
Mr. Austin Harrison, the son of Mr.
.Frederic Harrison, possesses this uncom-
mor zift in a high degree. “The English
Review,’ under his editorship, has per-
haps dons more than any other journal
in England to bring to the front un-
acknowledged genius or ignored talent.
That a contributor might chance to be
“the penniles son of an obscure widow,”
so far from destroying Mr. Harrison's
{nterest (as in the case of the snoebbish
Horace Walpole), would be much more
likely to increase fit. The commercial
journalist, whose creed is that “nothing
succeeds like success,” and who drives
up to a newspaper office in a motor-car
and a fur coat, in order to ‘“4mpress the
editor,” gets but a frigid reception at the
offices of The English Review. The
Nietzchian motto, *‘Be hard, my
prothers,” which runs round the walls of
Mr. Harrison's . sanctum, has special
reference to such callers. But the true
artist in literature, - even if garbed - in
rags and tatters, would be quite as sure
of & welcome as the is contributors
—and all: the leading ‘writers of tho day,
{ncluding Thomas Hardy, Joseph Con-
‘ J John Galsworthy, H.
ard Shaw. have at
contributed to its

New Discoveries.

“1 shall have some pleasant memories
in my knapsack,” said unhappy world-
vanqguished " Ric¢hard Middleton when, in
John Donne's phrase,, he “turned the
key of his own prison,” and left a world
which was too hard for him. At least
one of his ‘pleasant memories”’ may
have bheen associated with Thg English
Review. which was the only magazine in
England to publish his work. His por-
trait stands on Mr. Harrison's mantel-
piece, as well as one of Jeohn Helston,
the mechanle-poet, whose poem;
“Aphrodite.,” attracted a great deal of

attention when it was published in The

English Review. Mr. Helston is now de-
voting his whole time to literature.

And he is not the only writer whose
destiny has been diverted into its pro-

wrote | Der course by the acumen of Mr. Harri-

son. The work of Mr. D. H. Lawrence
first appeared in The English Review
when he was a schoolmaster at Croydon.
Since then. the crities hawe wnanimously
acclaimed him as a novelist of unusual
power. Heis how quite emancipated
from the drugery of teaching. and is in
Italy writing a new novel

Stephen -Southwold, ‘whose poems in
The English Review have met Wwith a
good deéal ‘of appreciation, is at present
serving behind & counter. Another abso-
lutely new writer, Grant Watson, has
hitherto led an extraordinary life in wild
out-of-the-way parts of the globe. The
fact that his first story was accepted by
The English Review has 80 encouraged
him that he has decided to devote his
life to literature,

Lady of the Milky Way.

The only feminine “find” made by
The English Review is Miss Tennyson
Jesse, whose recently published * novel,
“The Milky Way,” was such a success.
Mr. Harrison looks upon this young
writer as a novelist of quite exceptional
promise. Mr. H. M. Tomlinson, of The
Daily News, though not an Fnglish Re-
view ‘@ind,” is a contributor whose
striking book, “The Sea and the
Jungle,” has caused exceedingly . high
hepes to be entertained of his future.

But perhaps the most notable achieve-
ment of The English Review was the

publication of Mr. John Masefleld's
“Everlasting Mercy,” which had previ-
ously been rejected by almost every
editor in London. Iis success was in-
stantaneous. People who had before
never heard of the poet for the time
went Masefield mad. Py o ’

It must not be forgotten that many
notable tContinental writers “have been
introduced to the public TW' 2

the {and

what his detractors may say about him,
was one long, painful struggle towards
the light, was first -introduced to the
English public by Mr. Harrison. Now,
almost all his works have been trans-
lated into English. Moreover, Mr. Yoshio
Markino might never have been heard of
as a writer if it had not been for The
English Review.

“f met Mr. Markino at dinner
evening,” sald Mr. Harrison. ““Mr.
Markino talked with such charming
naivety and originality that it occurred
to me that his ideas were well worth
publication, and 1 suggested the subject
of ‘John Bullesses.’” ‘But how can I do
s0? he asked, ‘when I ecannot speak
Bnglish properly? ‘Write as you speak,’
{ told him. He thereupon wrote in the
proken English which the public has
since found so fascinating.”

“Do you think there is much real
genius at - the present time?” I asked
Mr. Harrison.

“No, but there is a great deal of
cleverness and talent. So many people
today did writers, not because they: feel
the need. of, self-expression; or because
they bave done ‘htey usually reel off
hecause they wish to make money. They
write what they think the public wants.
It is a purely cemmercial- concern. Wihen
would-be . contributors come to me and
say, ‘What do you want?. I reply, 1 do
not want anything; what have you
done?” But instead of showing me what
they have done they usually reel off
several suggestions for articles: - Women
are the worst sinners in this “respect.
They hava often a dozen ideas hidden in
their muffs, ranging from . bi-metalism
to the tango. If one does not please they
will cheerfully offer tire other.”-

«“What do  vou think of the modern
poet?” A :

“Phat most of them lack spirituality
and breadth of vision.”

“Keats is_ the strongest
among the younger - peets,” said Mr.
Norman Douglas, who sub-edits The
English Review, and is himself a writar
of distinction. “A very large propor.
tion of the poems submitted to us are
modelled on eats.” .

Wanted a Humorist.

“Real humor is very rare today,” said
Mr. Harrison. “I.am always looking for
a humorist to succeed, say, Mr. W. W.
Jacobs. And, of course, romance is dead
even among children. I remember tak-
ing three children to ‘Macbeth,” with
some misgivings as to whether it was
not too affrighting for childish imagin-
ation. But they took the whole _thing
as a huge joke, roared with- laughter,

one

influence

Herbert ]
point of view is

THE STORY OF REMOTE MONGOLIA
MOTHERLAND OF MANY PEOPLES,

NOTED TRAVELLER

[From Publio Opinion.]

known Mongolia,” 'is’ a model explorer
of the modern type. With admirable.
foresight, he chose a part of the world
to explore which people are ..really|
anxious to learn about; the remote
Central Asian plateau that has—ieemn
the motherland of so many races: the
Huns, the Mongols, the ~Turks, ~the
Magyars, the Finns, the Samoyedes,
the Eskimes, and the Red Indians; the
hearth of the shepherd warriors who
founded the long-lived Manchu dynas-
ty in China, only just overthrown, and
created an empire in India; the home-
land of Jenghis Khan—a name still
revered among the Mongol tribgsmen
—who established, in his own lifetime,
the most extensive empire in history,
stretching from the Pacific to Central
Europe, and was responsible for more
shedding of bleod than all thé great
conquerors of history put together;
and the land which now, after eight
hundred years of oblivion, has-agaln
come inte the limelight as the collid-
ing place between the eastward thrust
of a dogged and persevering European
race and the westward expansion of
the ablest and most enterprising peo-
ple in Asia, Mr. Carruthers went
about his work deliberately and scien-
tifically. Everything was prepared
beforehand for the journey, both ma-
terial and immaterial. And he has
written his story, if not like an angel,
at all events with the pen of a scholar,
and a skilled and dexterous writer. In
his foreword to this book, Lord Cur-
zon has well described this type of ex-
plorer with particular reference to
Mr, Carruthers: .

“Thoroughly familiar with the writ-
ings of all his predecessors (and they
have been but few) -in the regions
which he proposes to visit, a trained
surveyor, accempanied . by competent
companions, equipped with the means
of investigatimg and collecting the
flora and fauna, the geology and zoolo-
gy of the country, and marching at
leisure with a carefully organized car-
avan, he sets before him the ambition
of making a definite and valuable con-
tribution_to the sum total. ef.human
knowledge, and of writing a book that
will remain a classic in its own “sub-
ject.” Lo - Bl TR
A Graphic Book.

In that ambition; Mr. Carruthers-has
succeeded - admirably. His book .is a
veritable encyglopaedia upon Mongolia.
It is, besides, a mest graphic and en-
tertaining -book of: trayel In a sense,
the title, ‘Unkrnewn Mongolia,” is a
misnomer.-The region he went through
—the upper basin of the Yenesei and
Northwestern ~Mongolia—has calready
pbeen traversed and described by sev-
eral Russian explorers. While making
full use of the ‘work of “his. Russian
forerunners, M. Carruthers has not
merely covered their tracks.- He has
been at pains to~explore and survey
untouched ground, and his work is an
original and valuable contribution to
geographical and ethnological knowl-
edge. It is the first adequate account
of this region that has yet appeared in
English. It is amazing, when one
comes to think ‘of it, that we should
have had to wait so long for such a
work. . : ; i /

We are accustomed te think of Mon-
golla as & barren, hungry desert of
poverty-stricken nomad tribes, ‘where
camels and sand are the chief features
of the landscape.” This conventional
notion does: not correspond to fact.
Mongolia, like Ancient Gaaul, is divided
into three parts: Inner or Southern
Mongolia, a prairie-land on the Chin-
territory, but comprising only a quar-

Humiliated Woman

Would Not Attend Social Fune-
tions Because of Her
Hair.

There ars many women in this
world, handsome in features, perfect
in form, graceful of movement and
brilliant of mind, who keep in the
background just because they have
thin, colorless and lustreless halir.

In Paris they understand things
about the hair that we do not know in
this country.

Mr. Carruthers, the author of "‘Un“-_r'

Tt was a Parisian, "D’}

Sangerbond, who discovered that thin.{.

ese frontier, formerly Mongol, but now
practically a Chinese Canada; Desert
Mongolia, generally called Gobl or
Shamo, an utterly waste, desiccated
 ter of the whole of Mongolia; and
Northern or Outer Mongolia, a vast
fertile region, and in the northwest,
to quote our author, “a land of wealth
4nd beauty, supporting immense herds,
| 4 pleasant country of pasture and
torest, situated, not at the back ot the
world, as mignt be supposed, but in
close proximity to Sibera, which is &
iand of growing lmportance, and one
whnich wul eventually attect the whole
existence of Mongoia.” In this north-
orn or noriawestern zone live two-
tnirds of the popujation of Mongola
it is the rezgion wnich the author set
nimselr to wvestigate. it is under-
popuiated and utierty unexploited. Mr.
Jvarrutners sets himself the question:
How is it that this mMongol race, which
once influenced the history oi the
world so proroundiy, has sunk into 1ts
present condition? It is not that their
nabits of lire have altered. 1li Jeng-
nig Khan were to return today, he
would find them much the same. Quite
rightly, Mr. Carruthers points to La-
maism as the cause of this decadence.
One-half of the male population are
(nonks, and live lives of celibacy and
idleness, This incubus grinds down
the rest of the population into perpet-
ual poverty. The people cannot af-
ford to multiply. Moreover, they are
nomads by nature, and do not take
readily to cultivation of the soil.  Mr.
Carruthers is not satisfied with this
purely economic explanation. He seeks
another in the pacifist doctrines of
Buddhism:

“The very essence of this religion,”
he says, “ls tranquility. The men,
whose ancestors were the vilest
butchers in the history of the world,
who were the most blood-thirsty of
warriors, now, under the influence of
Buddhism, scruple to take a human
iife, and even hold sacred the lives of
animals and insects!”

We may note the doctrine, and pass
on. To ordinary folk the economic fac-
tor alone would be sufficient.

Russia and China.

Mr, Carruthers left Mongolia before
the so-called revolution, when the
Mongol princes declared their inde-
pgndence, and appealed to Russia for
aid. Yet his account of Russo-Chin-
ese relations is no less complete on
that account. In an appendix, he gives
an accurate summary of the famous
Urga convention between the Mongol
princes and the Czar. All that he
needed to add, to be quite up-to-date,
was the ratiflcation, a few weeks ago,
of that convention by Pekin. He might
have added, too, that the Mongol chiefs
have since bitterly repented of their
bargain. As a careful reading of the
convention shows, the Russians have
got the country at their mercy, despite
th recognition of Chinese suzerainty.
Yet it is easy to understand the Mon-
golian revolt. Russian bribery had
much to do with it; yet it was not al-
together a matter of roubles. The
Manchu dynasty in China had always
a kind regard for the Mongols, but in
its declining years allowed abuses.
’I:he vast siream of Chinese emigra-
tion of late has turned westward into
Asia, and it should not be forgotten
that the Chinese are magnificent col-
onigts, British Columbia, the Pacific
Slope, and Australia are not anti-Chin-
ese for nothing. Chinese farmers and
traders soon made Inner Mongolia
their own, and then began to cross the
desert and to take possession, usually
by high-handed means, of Outer Mon-
golia. The Chinese revolution abel-
ished the law against the colonization
of Mongolia. As Mr. Carruthers says:
“No grievance so quickly stirs a no-
mad people into discontent and revolt
as the slow inclosure of their prairies.”

i Mongols Rebels.

The revolt was inevitable, and the
dppeal to Russia was engineered.
There has never been much love lost
between the Mongols and the Chin-
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ese, and Mr. Carruthers is probably
right when he says that the race-bar-
rier between them is more marked
than between the Mongols and the
Russians. The Mongols thought that
they were simply securing their au-
toromv and the removal of the Chin-
ese colonization menace. They have,
in fact, exposed themselves naked to
Russ!ian exploitation. Everywhere that
Mr. Carruthers went, he met the Rus-
staa trader. In the Upper Yenesel
basin, he came across Russian settle-
ments, with Russlan officials in au-
thority, who completely ignored the
Chinese jurisdiction, and Russgian min-
ing camps. The Russlan Government
wasg supplying Russian ranchers in
this region with stud horses, de-
scendants, by the way, of the famous
Irish racer, Galtee More. Mongolia
proper is known to be rich in mineral
wealth. A “divine” law has hitherto
forbidden the mining of precious met-
als: but the Russians now have the
right to ignore.it. There are believed
to be gold-reefs In Mongolia. There
is no need to prophesy what will hap-
pen. The Mongol shepherd wiil

forced to work. Mr. Carruthers’ phrase
is: “The old lethargy will disappear.”
We know what that means. But it is
no easy matter to change the tradi-

| tional customs of a people: and, prob-

‘the Mongols may suffer the fate
‘American Indians. Mr.

arruthers has a vislion of Northern
; ‘as a Russian colony. "“Rus-

country, railways will be constructed,
vacant lands used for agriculturail pur-
poses, and waste lands reclatmed.” No
doubt this is inevitable. No doubt,
though one dislikes the cynicism of the
means, it will be for the best. After-
all, between Russian Mongolla and
China there will always be the for-
midable barrier of the Gobi Desert. We
cannot afford to blame Russian diplo-
macy overmuch; our own diplomacy
has been following very much the
same course in relation to China and
Tibet, The orily difference is that
Tibet is worth nobody's while, but
Mongolia is certainly another North-
west Canada, and may be an El Dor-
ado. But it is doing an Injustice to
Mr. Carruthers’ book to read political
views into it. It i8 an honest, impar-
tial, complete account—geographical,
historical, ethnological, social, and
economic—of Mongolia. It is a stand-
ard work, the only one, and, besides'
that, 1t is one of the most entertaining
books of travel published in. recant
years. ; : ot PG
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