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bonder the title of “The Belgian
oy in the Field,” the Swiss Mili-
w Review has published, in s
apers of June and July, 1916, a

i.dy which proves clearly the high,

m, the admiration even, that the
biss military classes @éntertain to-
ds the valiant little Belgian army.
i the first part of his ~work, the
sthor, Lieutenant Van Erde, sets
hn what was the Belgian -army at
o time of its mobilization and what
s its effective action during the
arse of the European conflict. The
cond part is more especially devot-
to the psychology of the Belgian
dier.

“What as far as was Dbelieved,
gd have been expected from the
gian army before the war of 1914-

59

“Not very much? That was the

geral impression. That w'as, even

pre so, the impression of the Ger-

n military party. - The latter valu-

kd at no more than a mere trifle the

sistance of Belgium, such a de-
gion. is. clearly evidemt from their
ps and the means of execution they
fpted. The actual events have
gre than demonstrated that, in this

furrence; they had made a ‘singular.

iThe Belgian army, too weak from
jpumerical point of view—product cf
untry over-confident in the treaty
feiges and generally averse to mili-
. charges—could not constitute for
pigium, so much exposed, a very sat-
i tory defence. No one could in
y way place much reliance‘upon it.
“Nevertheless, in the course of the
fesent war, the part played by the
pigian army ‘has been considerable”
iThe German plan, as the author ex-
pains, was as follows: To cross over
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Hyacinths :
Single Superfine White.
Single Superfine Rose.

Single Superfine Dark Blue.
Single Superfine Yellow.
Double Superfine White.
Double Superfine Rose and |
3 Red.
Double Superfine Dark Blue -
and Light.
Early White Roman. -

Tulips i
Double Superfine Mixed.
| Single Superfine Mixed.

Daffodils :

Golden Spur.

Narcissus :
Bicolar Victoria.
Emperor.
Von Sion. ;
Barri Comspicum.
Paper Whitc. s
Poeticus Pheasant Eye.

X | ity of King Albert’s

'Belgium as a waterspout, fall upon
France while the slatter was call}n,s
its troops into active service, crush its:
first defence forces and occupy all the]
north and even Paris in superior num-
bers; then, France being thus over-.
come and muszzled, they would only
haye to run inte Russia, too slow to
mobilize its armies and which could
be defeated by a series of successive
routs.

“A plan of Napoleon style, wvery
simple, even tdo simple at that, sinee
the slightest hitch could overset it
completely.

Such a ‘hitch some one gave it.

“Belgium’s armed intervention was
the sandgrain which broke dewn this

ly organized.

The author then goes on to describo
the heroic resistance of Liege against
which the enormous wave of the Ger-
man onsiaught broke itself; the part!
played .by Namur, then by Antwerp,
and finally he comes to the battle of
the Yser. 3

“Behind this small Flemish river,
the Belgian army, whose  original
forces had been reduced almost by
half, exténuated by this“long struggle,
by its retreating in uninterrupted
marches, poor in arms and provisions
as well as.in men, sustained the full
brunat of Prince of Wurtemburg’s for-
midable army. During twelve whole
days, the German troops developed,
every effort in their power to crush
down or break through the obstacle:

“The Belgians did stand. They were!
very near giving away. Their energy,
and their obstinacy permitted them:
to hold on to positions which were be-
lieved to be lost. And when the first
battle of the Yser was completed in
front of the Flemish plains flooded
over by the Belgian engineers,” King

| Albert’s army had insured the strug-{

gie’s definite form. It was to be,
hereafter, the +mmebility ' of the
wings whose extremity "rested upon

i]the sea itself.”
In the second part of his.work, the.
jauthor examines the organization of

the Belgian army, as it was at the
beginning of the war, when it was
passing through a stage.of transfor-
mation, and the medifications it bhas
undergone during the course of the
campaign.

“In short, says he, the: crisis of the
Belgian army, in 1914, unrabvelled  it-
self in the midst of the wcataclysm.
One cannot but wonder and admire,
from an exclusively objective and mili-
tary point of view, how Belgium ‘has{’
been able, in fnll war times, startmg

phantem army, te comstitute such an
army as Lord Northcliffe gqualified, in
a recent writing of his as “a perfect
army.”

Lieutenant Van Erde then makes a
psychological study of the Belgian
soldier of whom he gives a glaring
desecription.

“The Belgian soldier is brave. He
is . brave, for he_has that énergetic,
voluntary, headstrong courage which
lasts and overawes. Habitually, ke
has not the spurt, the overflowing 'an-
thusidsm, the {‘storming folly.” How-
ever, in the course of the present cam-
paign, the Belgian compamies = have
more than once rushed ferward to the
attack with such grdor that positions
were carriéd, even .against all the

bt | staff’s expeetations.”:

A typical example ot this impebuos-
0Ops was given,
says the author, by a m ed brigade of
the 1st D. A. at the battle of Haelen,
which he describes in a few touches.
4‘Howavqr," dees-he add, “it is.rather
the courage, quiet, cajm, self-possess-
eq, decided and immovable that more
;urticularlr characterizes the Belgian
trooper. The ' whole¢ campaign has.
been but one single act of bravery,’
stubborn -and voluntary, either in the
marches forward, or in the retreating,
or. again in holding out. The Belgian
soldier who has received the order to
hold out and to remain at any place,
wheresoever it' may ’be, ‘holds ous,|
wha.uver may happqm until t.he order

to retreat..

"This trooper, couragem and ener-

| gétic, has “physical qualities” “well’

adapted to his moral ones. Qeneral-
1y, rather clumsy for mobmmionr he]
hds an endurance beyond every ' test.

He ¢an stand with Qmazu;g*‘reéism

| cola As well as heat, rain and snow,

just as the sun’s ardent rays. :He has |
a\oonddu’me working : cam ‘and 4

'7‘ m; pro&neﬂon 18 enormous. He m

‘shown, more especmny during the
ﬂ:st'batﬁe of the Yser ‘2 wonderful |

pénlsuncy in mﬁﬁnuinigg _m.;

whole system of wheel-work so niee- }nent, tosbteak the .enormous waves

from what was rightly called the)

{well T was sorry luck was against

(me with s*ying 1 used tolive in £m-

1 : pd&n.gu—
were all ‘employed, almost
ut respite, during the first eleven
 German fuah; Awrlym
the thin} day the leg.dera tlxought it
ro longer possible to maintain . their
pogulons the . .men were .exhausted, |
and their- revictualling wn 1
athhaphazard between bom qlsnrdments.
they slept standing in the holes they
used for trenches; they had to be re-
lieved. The staff knew that these
nien were at the last cast; that they
had given all the emergy-and obstin-
acy ever believed possible; that, ma-
teri..lly, they were plnyed out.

~ And yet they must hold en—they
must.

“And the men exerted themselves,
strained themselves,\ the - officers, sert-
ting the ‘example. 'I'hey fought, they
pinched one another when on guard
-toi keep ‘awake. They continued to
struggle\,,to hold, to resist all aﬂacks.
toistand an  sminterrupted - bombard-

cfythe German sea-let-loose, jostling
against their ‘¢hance positions. And
they hold!" “Net omly for ‘twenty-four
hours mbre, but during fourteen days!
It may be added-that from a total ef-
fective fighting force of 50,000 men’
they had lost very mneat 20,000.” |

The aythor - concludés ~ that from
these few observations (a portion of
which only is here . reproduced) taken:
ofi-hand and rather hastily _noted, one
impression is set out mest clearly.
Here it is:

“In the course of the war Belgium
kas unravelled her military crisis in
the most happy way. From this for-
midable trial her army ‘springs  dut
reformed, strengthened, regenerated.
While accomplishing heroically, ad-
mirably its missien, it has been trans-
formed under the direction of a staff
worthy of it and of its country,: into
a perfect modern army.—Vanceuver
San.,

Bolcke, Fokker Star.

(By Captain Bolcke, of the German
*  Imperial Flying Corps.)

Captain Bolcke, the Fokker airman;
who has brought down 26 aeroplanes.
bas given an interview to-Mr. Herbert
Bayard Swope, of the New York
‘World (reproduced in German news-
papers), in which 'he discusses not
cnly his own metheds, but also those
of the British airmen, whom he has so
often met in aerial combat,-

My fwentieth victim was Captain
/Wilson, of the British Royal Flying
Corps, attached to 2 division stationed
near Pozieres. Wilson was flying
over the German lines when I rose to
meet him. I not only contrived to
outguess him by divining his inten-
tions, but was also lucky enough to
outmanoeuvre and outshoot him. The
Fnglishman dropped te the . ground
safely, landed with a broken propeller,
while I ¢ame down in his immediate
proximity.

As Wilson surrendered he asked for

the name of his captor. ‘\‘Bolcke," I
replied. The chagrin and humiliation
of defeat and capture disappeared for
a2 moment, as the Englishman put out
bis hand. 'As I shook it my prisoner
said: “If I had to be shot down, I'm
pleased that it should have been by so
good a man.”
. Wilson was sent back to Cambrai,
and the next day I invited him to
lunch at the officers” ‘mess! The cap-
tured flyer expressed his appreciation
of the exceptional treatment  he had
received and told of the high regard
in which the English held the German
fiylers.. That night-he was sent to a
German prison camp.

Only two of-the twenty enemy air-
men I have fought, unfortunately, liv-
etl after the fight. ‘They all fought so

them. I think most of the eighteen
were killed by bullets from my ma-
chine, or died in the fall, @ few meet-
ing death in s'{nashing on the ground.
One Englishman, Wilson, and one
French officer remained alive; the
others died for their countries.

As to the comparxtive merits -of the |
_Einglish and French fiyers, I have
noticed no great/dmerence Both are
courageous and skilful, with perhaps |
a distlnct{on to be .observed in the

it | thefir, ‘the English |
never hwkins the inele_icable spirit
of: aport whlle
ta;austicany. ‘
‘estness. Flying to'us is'a duty, not a’
sport, as most Engltnhmen take it, to
om' bewilderment. 5

e .

m London: papers have credited
erica, where I was a liftboy -and got |
ym ‘mever in America and. never hap-

pened to be a liftboy. I lived in Des-
san, did m 4 ﬂxipg Just

 ers travel alone to ﬁﬂnhﬁie ‘the risk, |

/| for -.church

mitts and 17 rifle covers for our}f
1 soldiers at the fromt, and to the vari- ||
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my . nymg experjénce. in that way. T} Gu

and by engaging the enemy give the
‘observation machines a chance to get |
back with their information. -

The English say the German fight-
ers and observers almost never cross
their own. lines but fly over their own |
tl‘QQDB. i

That is not tnue as reza.tds the ob-
servers, They have done much g
work over the enemy’s forces, but it
‘used to be ‘true in part about the
fighters. It was due at first to the
fact that there were several parts of
our new Fokkers we wanted to keep
secret; second, hecause it was import-
ant that we should remain on guard
in our own territory to prevent the
enemy observers from gaining infor-
mation.

Of late circumstances changed, and
we fly everywhere. Obviously it al-
ways is the best tactics to bring your
man down behind your own lines so
he can be made a prisoner if alive,
and his machine kept from the enemy
for repair. But each follows a  fight
through now, no matter where it takes
us.

I mse no special formula, except to
try to get my man before he gets me.
Almost all the fighting aeroplanes are
similarly rigged, with a machine gun
fixed in front of the pilot. Being sta-
tionary, it is necessary to bring my
gun into position.

" I.have had five maehines smashed
under me, but always .vol-planed to
earth successfully. My favourite ma-
chine has the lines of a bird. Even
clese.at hand it looks tiny, being much
smaller than the English or French
ones. -

On the day following my twentieth
prize two of my companions were
killed trying to stop an English raid-
ing party ef eight aeroplanes that
flew over the German lines bombard-
ing railroad stations. The fight was at
5.30 in _the afternoen, and showed the
exceptional courage of the Germans
in taking on a fight with such a su-
perier force.

I hope to see you again in happier
times. We Germans don’'t want to
fight, but so long as we are forced
to, you may be sure we will, and figh
S0 we shall never be beaten. This
thought and certainty is in every Gex-
man’s bosom.

* * * * * *® *

Where Bolcke was there were three
English prisoners, Lieutenant Ronald
Walker, March Rectory, Cambridge;
Second Pieutenant Smith, Cemetery-
road, York, and Captain H. G, Sal-
mond, Bedford, the last "named very
slightly wounded. His eyes were sav-
ed by the pair of heavy flying goggles,
he wore, a bullet cracking the glass
but.not splintering  it. Captain Sal-
mond’s observer was in hospital with
a bullet through the neck. Salmond
said:

“We all of us think the German fly-
ers are very good, and that this chap
Bolcke is tophole, but I'm bound to
say it’s jolly hard to get a fight out of
them. We've got to hang over the
German lines for hours at a time be-
fore we can tempt the Germans to
come up and have a go. I had bad
luck in being bagged, though I must
say ‘my man was game. One of his
shots glanced and broke a wing frame.
1 almost keeled over, but righted and
managed to get down without hurting
myself much, except for the wound
and bruises I got in landing.”

St. Margaret’s Guild.

ANNUAL MEETING.
The members of St. Margaret’s

election of officers for the ensuing
year, last night, in the Canon Wood
Hall. The Secretary and Treasurer
submitted thejr reports for the past
year, which showed the Guild to be
in a highly satisfactory condition.
Rev. C. A. Moulton conducted the elec-
tion of officers with t.he folpwing re-
sults: —

President—Mrs., F. M. Stirling, re-
elected. . ot 3 3
Vice-Pres.—Miss E. Ells, elected.
Secretary—Miss E. Bremaer} elect-

Assistant Secretary—Miss E. Well-
man, re~elected.

Treasurer—Miss A. Hunt, re-elect-
ed.

Col ittee——Misses G.
Ohur‘lgﬂ.iln F. Morrls, N.

& o

past year has’ been the mos

successful in the history of thte Guild.
sides rai -large sums of meney

% . ges the members |

have contri] uted through their ef-

forts 203 pairs of socks, 51 pairs of

wnrds, 4 1
ills and ‘Eﬁ

ous . patriotic funds they ~have for-}
warded several hundred dollars. The
Penny Sociable last week realised

leﬁrlt%xi hac:o been ap-
.. Director
Jn succession to Rev W ﬁ R

CracknellNaow. : nmns

| Bishop Sons & Co,, Limited.

40c. to $2150 #

In Squirrel, Marmot, .Seal, .Huae,
Wolf, Opessum, etc.; an unusually
large assortment, full of that dash
anddsmartness whlch is so much de-
sired. - ¢

Children’s & Misses
Fur Sels
$1.00 to.$21.50.

Ermine, Plush, Teddy
rell, Cream Bearskin, ete.

Children’s & Ladies’
RAGLANS
- $6.20 to $13.40.

A positive necess1ty in this chang‘e—
able1 weather' all sizes and styles in
stock.

ar, Squir-

Ladies’ Fur Coals
$45.00 to $120.00. ; s

A rare collection of superior qugl-

ity Furs in Seal, Wolf‘and Musk, dis-

tinctive styles, new shape:Cape Col-
lar and wide at skirt. i& ’

Ladies’ Fur Lined
Coats

$36.00 and $45.00.
Grey Tweed and Navy Cloth Coats,
lined, with large Squjrrel Collars of
Pony and Natural Opossgm

Ladies’ Tweed Coals

$6.40 to $39.00.

Striking patterns of best Tweeds,
large cape collars, fur trimmed. An-
other shipment just to hand.

90¢. to $3.50.
Untrimmed and ready-to-wear in
White, Black and all this season’s
newest shades.

Weol Snmow Suits

$3.60 to $6.50.
Grey, Copenhagen, ‘Rose, Cardinal
and Tan. Cap, Sweater Coat, Mitts
and Overpants; fit 2 to 5 years.

Ladies’ Costames

$10.00 to $40.00.

Plaid Velour, Black & Navy Serge/
Plum, Black Nigger and Green, Gab-
ardine and American Broadcloth;
very stylish and dressy, warmly in-
terlined throughout. Special for this
trade,.

» Telephone 484.

MAIL ORDERS RECEIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION.
j‘-

Ladies’ Hats and Shapes f

Guild held their annual meeting and | [T
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This Week we are showing extra sﬁecial valuve in Ladies’
FUR COLLARETTES:
 Black, $2.80, $3.50, $3.80, $450. Brown, $4 50.
Also, to Match, :

MUFFS in Brown and Black,
- $2.80; $320 83.89, 84.0ﬁ $4.20,

as obstin@ in being good as the op-
‘posite so “called lndnlsent or caprici-
ous treatment nlways makes him in
being bad.. Thpre ‘l! no reason why he
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