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A CHAPTER OF THE HISTORY OF THE
LATE WaR.

(From th: European Times.)

After the lapse of many centuries, Nine-
veh has lately been disinterred by Mr. Lay-
ard from its shroud of sand, and we know
something about the actual city. Hercula-
neum and Pompeii, recovered from their
lava grave, tell us what was the home-life
of the old Romans of the Empire. Horace
Walpale's letters, published long after the
events to which they relate, threw new and
strange light upon what was before suppos-
ed to have been the history of England in
the times of George the Second. But our
impatience is not always so severely taxed.
The secrets of courts and the mysteries and
intrigues of cabinets and statesmen are still
only to be guessed at. But, barring such
points, we have an opinion that persons,
possessed of an ordinary degree of saga-
city, can read history from its facts, without
waiting until the writers of it have turned
itinto fables for the credulous and simple.
At all events, the great features of it have
a physiognomy which may be understood
by common sense with a Lavater-like pre-
cision. We will try our hand to-day on a
chapter of it, which has often and much oc-
cupied our thoughts. It will for instance,
we may suppose, in all probability, be said
of the present times by some future Hume,
Clarendon, Goldsmith, Alison, or Macau-
lay that the late war, between Russia on
the one hand, and France and England on
the other, was brought to a conclusion in
March, 1856. Thus will the dupes of dip-
lomatic jargon write, and thus will idiots

ieve. But we venture to contradict
them b anticipation, and to assert that, as
far as grlnco was concerned, the war end-
ed on the 8th of September, 1855. On that
day, it reached its conclusion de faclo, if not

Jjure. Let us consider how this was
managed. After the result of that bloody
day, Pelissier, the French general, found
himself at the head of an army which he
might have led triumphantly and victoriously
to any given point on the face of the earth.
But he did sot move. He threw away all
the fruits of victory. He even threw away
all his own laurels, by allowing himself to
be shut up and besieged in a narrow strip
of the Crimea by the fragments of the rout-
ed garrison of Sebastopol. History has no
precedent for such a disgraceful issue, ex-
cept, perhaps, in the fate of the Athenian
army under the ill-starred Nicias before the
walls of Syracuse of old. How was it?
Why was it? Were all the energies of the
fire-eater asd Arab-smokers of Africa
crushed at once and in an instant by a
paralysis of fear? Was the soldier of for-
tune, who had carved out his way to dis-
tinction with bis own good sword, suddenly
transmuted by some strange miracle into a
wretched andpitiable coward? To this ex-
planation we have a sufficient answer in
the fact, that he remained uthlludohh;
French army. The slightest symptoms o
irresolution ’vould Inv:'broqh him home.
There was, then, we opine, no cowardice
in the matter. But we verily believe that
there was t , mot on the part of
Pelissier, but of his master in Paris. We
arrive at our verdict by circumstantial evi-

But it is often the best. Let us
consider it in this case. When the Malak-
hoft was so gloriously stormed by the French
on the 8th of September, the English, under

that tame man, Codrington ing at the
same time most di-guufully' :;:gud from
the Redan, Louis Napoleon had *killed

two birds with one stone.” He had aveng-
ed Moscow on the Russians and taken the
shine out of the Waterloo redcoats. He
had, therefore, done enough for himself,
and he is not the man to do any thing for
any body else. Hence we are convinced,
| we should not be more so, if it were written
in a book before us, that from that very day
negociations were commenced by him with
Russia, either directly per se, or indirectly
per alios, that is, the Austrians. This be-
ing admitted, we comprehend at once the
suspicious conduct of Pelissier, but not
otherwise. Without this reading, it is an
impenetrable mystery to us. He had his
orders non quieta movere, not to give any
further annoyance to his master’s possible
friend, the Czar. Hence, too, his aban-
donment of Kars, which was to be a sop to
the pride of Russia, in the shape of a set-off
for the capture of the southern side of Se—
bastopol. But, acquitting the French
general of anything like cowardice, we
.still rather wonder at the want of self-re-
spect which would_allow him to remain for
a single day at th€ head of an army which
was not to act, to the tarnishing of his fame
and the blighting of all his former glories,
in short, rednced to the conmdition of a
muzzled hero, running mute. Only fancy
{the first Napoleon, or Marlborough, or
Wellington at the head of the army which
| did nothing under Pelissier and Codrington'!
| What a whirlwind of chivairy would have
swept over Russia, and changed the des-
tinies of the world ! But, to go back to
the negociations which, as we suppose,
were entered upon between France and
Russia immediately after the 8th of Sep-
tember. As socn as they had ripened into
maturity, England was called upon to sign
them as a meek ally or a junior partner, on
the penalty of being left to carry on the
war alone. And so was the fable turned
into a life thing, and acted on the world’s
wide stage before the eyes of men.

land was the cat’s paw, and the monk:l
got the ch ; and Napol was
mitted into the confraternity of continental
despots, and that was all that he had
struggled for and all that he wanted. He
has got his ** Open Sesame,” —his imperial
and royal diploma, and is admitted into the
inner eircle, of which the other members
are the potentates, of Russia, Prussia,
Austria, Naples, and now of Spain.

That is our version of the history of the
concluding, apathetic and take it easy and
sleepy eight months of the late war: and
we have not a doubt that is the correct one.
We feel it to be a moral certainty that, if
the archives of Downing-street were search-
ed, or Lords Clarendon and Palmerston
and General Codrington were examined at
the bar of the House of Commons, they
would not differ from our account of the
matter to the extent of a hair’s breadth.
Is it yet too late to have the matter sifted ?
Is there no independent member of the
House of Commons who will yet undertake
it, and stand up for the honour of England?
'l"bououwo ink of the matter, the more
we are convinced that we played a very
poor and a very shabby second fiddle in
the late war, and we have a right to know
‘“the reason why.”

In'a thunderstorm which broke over the
village of Berghinfield, on the road Wurst-
burg, in Rhenish Bavaria, a few days ago,
the lightaiag oot £r¢ to.s barn ABod SUL
forage, and the flames s0 npg
that they destroyed not r than
houses before they could be extinguished.




