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NIAGARA FALLS DOOMED,

River May Be Dammed In Order to
Make More Power.

Ten years hence Niagara Falls
may have disappeared. Mayhap the
visitor will see but bare rock where
to-day the waters take their awful
leap Into the chasm Perhaps the
authorities will turn on the Falls on
special occasions and holidays when
the power demand slackens Van
dalistic as it sounds, Niagara seems
doomed, if not in ten, then in twenty [E
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years' time. That is unless sclence
meantime discovers other and more
economic ways of manufacturing
light, heat and power. To-day On-
tario, thanks to Adam Beck, gets the
lion's share of N ra power, bhut
the Yanks have designs on the Ni
agara river, and if the International
Commission agrees to the scheme
proposed the mighty water 3
yield nearly six times its present pro-
duction of power — and the whole
face of nature along the Niagara riv-
er will undergo a change

It is not proposed to take the
Niagara river bodily and force it
through a pipe, but the scheme is
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States go fifty-fifty, taking 40,000
each. But that is not all the Yanks
propose. They hope eventually to get
1,500,000 horse-power from above
the Falls And this they would
manufacture by tunnelling Goat Is-
land. By extending Goat Island out
into the rapids they could cut roeck
tunnels which, from the upper end
to their base at the foot of the talis,
would give a drop of 200 feet on te
the turbine wheels. Of course, this
and an equal diversion on our On-
tario side would greatly reduce the
size of the falls.

But this is only part of the
scheme. The sequel means good-bye
to the Whirlpool and the magnificent
rapids in the forge below the falls
The American engineers actually
propose to dam the Niagara river at
Foster's Flats below the Whirlpool
and about five miles below the falls,
To anyone who has seen the mighty th
river sweeping down towards Lake
Ontario the very idea of controlling
it seems preposterous. The Niagara
has a minimum flow of 220,000 cubic
feet per second. From the falls to
Foster’s Flats the river descends 102
feet, and for the first four and one-
half miles the current is terrific, and
the shores sheer cliffs, hundreds of
feet high. But Foster's Flats give
the necessary shore bas
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the present bank at the Whirlpool
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three years But the dam alone
would supply two million horse-
power, of which Canada would get
one-half. As steam-generated power |
even around Buffalo, where coal is
cheaper than in Toronto, costs an |
average of $80 per horse-power per
annum, the two million horse power
gencrated at the dam alone would
mean an annual economy of at least
$160,000,000 in coal—160 per ceut.
of the dam's cost
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