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The Baited Trap
A Story in Five Parts by Edwin Baird

Bull Vain hail lived three week» la Mrs 
MrNallv'e rooming house before he became atuuaia 
ted arils Freak Sherwood, who occupied the adjoin 
isjf room lie aad Sherwood met our aulitma evea 
mg iu the lower hall, aud aaceuded the staircase 
together. The eituatioe, even is Chicago, desuaeded 
some semblance of amonitiea. CoeimeeU were 
passed ou the weather eed epos the aarrowmen, 
etrejieess, aad «irakien* of the stays, aad wheu 
•hey reached the upper laadiug they earhaaged 
cards aad shook ha ads.

“I hear,’' said Hhrreoud, with hit head oa hie 
duorkaob, “that you're from the eoeatry." Ha 
•poke with aa ialrrrogalive ladectioa, but there 
was ao iiupcrtiartit curiueily is his plea east brows 
eyes oaly a fneedly iutereet.

''Yap,” said Bob, emiliag. ”1 was bora aad raised 
ua a farm." He liked this rowed faced, eturky 
vauug maa, aad regretted he hada't met him earlier 

Hherwood opeurd hie door The taler eat ia 
his brow a eyre had hied led

"Ho ioats IB." he urged cordially "I'd 
like le talk with you. I m mightily lalereeted 
ia farming ”

The room they eetered, the small, waa as trim 
ad tidy as its aeetly dressed leaaat, aad as 

a 11 recti V e aa a reemiag^ouae churn
1er ever raa be. Us a table wear 
the shadow were stacked, ia order 
ly array, divers books aa farmiag, 
l-emphlrte aad bullet las from the 
• ailed Btalas Uepertmeat of Agri^v 
culture aad several celumee of aa 
aprlcuheral periodical Near by was 
a card iedea cabinet The ealeimiaed waits 
were wadecorated with pieturea, but ua the 
bureau there were two large sued photo 
graphs of aa eaeedeiagly pretty girl dark 
eyed, black hatred, her face repressive at 
fresh lawhreece aad partly.

Kherweed rolled a chair forward far hm 
guest, sealed hlsuaelf aa the edge of the 
bed aad iadScaled a JAS ef cigars 

"Help yourself." he iaviled.
Bob lighted a cigar, hie eyea ruemieg 

about the weal, rleaa ream They casse to 
rest ea the girl’s photograph Whre he eat 
dome he was still gasiag at it Thee hi 
u her wood ash:

"Hew leeg base j«f*hrtd ta «"hicagw. 
Yatsel"

" Issue I ha a a mouth," said Bob, feetag hm beet 
"Mrs McNally telle me yea're a street car roe 

4 ret or "
Hob Budded, thee, aodcr proteose af lapftag km 

•Igar égala* the e«* tray we the bureau, he 1er eed 
aud agaia looked at the two photographs propped 
age test the mirror

"lb yea like Chicago better I has the farm I 
"Well- yes," said Bab
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steady. He felt the guilty fear of a boy who has 
basa caught stealing greca apples.

Hherwood, the, had the dec eery to igaore hie 
cuufusioa. «

"I'd like to show you what I’ve bees doing ia a 
farmiag way.” Aad the chub faced youag maa rose 
su-.huglv aad walked to the card lades cabinet 
Bob followed.

The cabiaet proved to be a treasure-trove of 
agriculture lore, arraaged systematically wader cate 
goriral heads, and its proud owaer pulled oat the 
drawers aad raa a caressing head over the alpha 
helically marked carde, eiplaiaiag hie work with 
quirkeaiag enthusiasm

"I haven't overlooked anything," he said "It's 
all boro- all the keowledge that is required le run 
a modéra farm ia a bueiaceelihe ep to-dale way. 
The beauty of it ia, you caa Sad the answer to any 
farm problem ia a minute 'a thee. ” By way of

"Is she year wifel"—bet the words slash ia hie 
threat

at
1 * Mbs s my sister, ' ' aatd Hherwead, look lag c lonely 
sue of hi»

A great billow of relief surged gratefully ever 
Bob. He longed Is say something that would aa 
prose hm joy. He lashed el Mberwoed with shining
pygt B*d esld:

"De you mind me saying, Mr Bherwoad, that 
year Bister is the meet beautiful girl I've ever

Kherwuod g la Scad up from the picture he wee 
studying. A smile edged hie fall lips 

"Net at all. K very body who ease has says the 
some thing"

Bob became conscious of a sadden dspreselsa 
Hack a girl meet have many admirers many sailers 

"Khe'e sot engaged f" he asked qaiehly 
Khcrweod sodded briefly

"As a matter of fast, she le; aad la a 
fellow I mast heartily del set liseur 
I worm's hm asms, sal heh a as’wdowtd, 
If

i‘e drat footing was like sale that of
a hungry dog who sees a beefsteak 
from him before he caa slab hie teeth late 
H- He felt cheated, abased. He had. 
while gasiag at Dolose t picture, built a 
pretty reman* aroaad himself He had 
looked ahead to the lime wbee he eed Mber 
weed would he warm friends, he had pie 
twred the day when Mber wood would pressât 
him la his slater; he had seen himself mak 
ing love la Dolores, aad at lent wise tag bar 
heart. Aad now hm rosaaars a heuee of 

c 1st taring sheet km ease, that
lered hy a word. It wee rough- rough I He 
gw eed late the berk eyas of tee girl he had 
lent, aad, elm set usrseerlsaely, shoes hm 

head with the slew laisses of one who otters a
start break lag farewell

he heard 

Mr

demount rating the oflcacy of hm System, he aehed
issiaally pier had forthhimself a lew quest 

the esewers anally typed va this t 
thm myself " be ceded, point leg
beneath the bad ______

" Where‘d yen got

"Thai,” said the plump young 
see I've derided te bay _'
For perhape tee 

graph without

m the

Ihta carda "I did all 
to a typewriter

Bob sbsoatly "I sort of gut 
D>e know, there’s something
girl's face, and yet I reel

Is
familiar shoot thm 
i cm motor reerily where I've soon it before ** He 
tarwed hack to Sirrsml, hm yedew brows knitted 
with porplsgily

" You ao doubt saw H la a ewgasie» Hoc psrterw 
m levied weed te scores ml magwriaoe ”

"Abe's eat ea asireeal" Bob, heeeel to the 
cure, had aa aid faohtaasd preyed me égalant “girts 
who weal aa the stage "

"No, she's a model commercial photography 
Her picture nppaaro oaly smaag the eon ”

B«b * bached hm base with hm upon palm aad 
leaked again el the photographe

"Now I rrwrwUi’ " ho skulled I saw her hefd 
tag a •she of soap aa I ho heck cover af a msganao 
Aad I asset have forgot tee her'" Hr added te 
himself. " Aad ao wsafer' ’*

Bob r.allowed to goes at the photograph ana rest 
him. Mm cigar, aa heeded, wont set He true of far 
ward isloetiy. srms resting aa the bureau, miad oh 

• ;»• There wee something is the 
. -. « g’owisj light--that sailed la 

him irresistibly, somethiag that wreck fsapss thee 
mere physical appeal, S'•moth lag spirMaal, dictas 
Me could eut earns It, nop roaU he analyse hm 
•mettee, he only know that if there naming a girl 
he might levs thru eternity thm wee she

He wav celled suddenly hack from the eleads hy 
the sound »t hm threat trtaMP
lory te speaking, eed he straightened apis Us chair, 
t| olsgetiewHy. sad termed hm hack is the bursas 
sat km face toward the hod. where ml h*truest 
A Might Cush effaced lbs frock las su hm high 

bled fee 0 match eed lighted 
a*, .’ee-r rigor with • ogees that owes net cot

"From boohs aad farm papers Almost all of our 
k Sow lodge romrt from r voting "
"Aed do you Ihieh you roe raa u farm that 

way I ' ‘ Bah maa ptaiely locttdoloaa 
• Mast aaaarodly A farm, if II m la ho rue prod 

lehty. meet he m raa god aa oarofally ao any 
heel area ”

Bob «ml led la g«o I le d towel, ehoktog hm 
"I aorcr board of rweeie ‘ a farm l he tawny." he 

•aid, nodding el the oak aahiaat 
Nborooad wee os diem ay od
"No deobt 14 docs scorn the or cl tco I te you -here 

• o o city rooming knucc Hot It ewe ‘I ee e farm

^Igg ib449bIv, |^|
sad ho drew a quick hroatk and held 
mcvhaaicolty. what af hm utter 
the girl's port ere dews sad held the other 
light Aud be Chech hm baud us if very 

"Van worn le knew the pie

l e rity rooming Inner Hot tl wo 
"Vee eea a farm I" ashed Bat
"Nat-Jmt yak” «hmwmd beetle led. Ibeegkl 

fully | I hoe. with the impulmv issm whwb often 
prompts koooiy mes le big cillas le tivalgr their 
•aliokois affairs In elreegere. he eeidt "Bui I obeli 
lastly owes I'm Beget ml leg sow far a piece. Ad 
■ timed in the farm ice too le aad gel a heel a I bee 
read seooero wall. 111 shew you " He crossed le 
e M cerner Irwek. three up the ltd. wad task sut e 

tf pàMafflpèd mi MBB((»i|
* * INoterwo of some af Iks pieces, " he 
"Ok, here e e wet her picture ml Holered "
« !■ ..| .c B|i lW | ijftt |§t4i4
It |a Bek

It wee e freak view af kee, tehee te a lew surhaf 
from, aad she wee mere rhermieg, muse cops irai lag, 
I kee .e either of the ether twa pliwrg m ee Bah 
tbought who was germs isle the "eye” af the 
camera, sad as Bah meted dean inks her softly 
glowing, dark eyes he feN hm bleed qelehee Whet 

tvrfel girl eh# wee? . . . (misses The 
her well

Meeting a< his alhoo
the farm p lei erse sud le Iking af them, hut 
neither raw ear heard He bed cyan eed Iheegbie 
only far the amines he bcid le hm heed At the 
•ret appert nail y he ashed
• "Whet m has mat mad "

At twilight ee the following day Bob eat 
the Hedger weedtst whisk adjoined hm falkeh 
farm ee Ike math, climbed a weed* feme, aad 
tramped mrma a wheel Sold to * eld otyW had 
here, where ha found hm father aiamtatag the teeth 
ml a harrow la the fading light These was ee i 
ml mm/ ml the hired men. whir 
•ireego Oe hm way ta the he* 
me oral eat hoi idle* for a booty I nope a, aad he 
feeed pieeiifel eeideeee af hamper * la 
ever,ia.eg. from mie ta boyrtrhi, 
rpirtt af preapmMy Aad It waa thm 1 
a frown af worry te hm fa* A

I’hlaag wee aow lekieg 
No ineawm had 

yet hm father, a 
a brick red fee# aad 
eorprtm SI right af him.

was af «fly.

”Bawdy. Bah.” he said sstsedtag • meihery 
ted. "Jaw gat let"
• • | t|fti|ll ^gpg ftmm ||$ g|^||f§!U WÊ^ÊtàI

y*‘d knew af Ik t 
the oar place is


