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S OTE— Tltr Masscy-H arris Company, feeling that they hair suffirai an injustice from the comparison y noted in The Guidé 
a'fete weeks ago, hare taken advantage of The Guide's standing offer of free space to manufacturers to reply to 
criticisms. The reply to the Massey-l)arris letter and the other side of the case from the farmers' standpoint will be 

found on page J of this issue.

Agricultural Implement Prices

f!im i

To rout <>. .1 him* 3, I 1 1.
Thv Kditor.

The ( I min Growers’ Gui<!(‘,
Win n i} eg, Man.

I >ear Sir-—
Referring to comparât i \ <* retail

j rices of implements at Winnipeg and 
Minneapolis, printed in The Minin < > row 
ns ' Guide of April 1. 1!H4, would say 
this articli» was, of course, intended to 
convey to the grain growers of the West 
the impression that the figures given 
were a fair indication of tin* difference 
in price to the grain growers of the 
Western Provinces as compared with the 
Western States, and we feel it would he 
most unfortunate to leave your readers 
so grossly misinformed regarding the 
actual comparative prices paid by tire 
farmers on the United States side of 
the border arid in the Provinces of 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.

Claims Guide Unfair
When sending our price list to you we 

took occasion to advise that a com • 
parison such as you proposed to ma la­
wns entirely misleading and of no vujue 
whatever to anyone desirous-of having 
an accurate knowledge of the condition's 
prevailing in regard to implement prices 
in the Western States and in the West 
ern Provinces of the Dominion. The 
price of implements at Minneapolis, or 
in Winnipeg, is of interest to very few 
grain growers, but the price of impie 
merits in the States of Minnesota, North 
Dakota, Montana, and in the Provinces 
of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Albert a, 
is a matter of personal and individual 
interest to many thousands of grain 
growers. As pointed out when sending 
you our list, our prie es were not only 
f.’o.b. Winnipeg prices, but they were 
also the prices for deli very at any eus 
turner's station in Southern and < 'entrai 
Manitoba. The prices you <ported for 
Minneapolis are simply prices in what 
is almost altogether a wholesale centre, 
and arc .no indication whatever of the 
cost to a farmer even twenty miles away 
from Minneapolis, and are very mislead 
ing if applied generally to the State of 
Minnesota. We think everyone will con 
cede, if prices are to be compared, that 
the Northern portion of Minnesota and 
the States of North Dakota and Mon 
tana must be taken to give parallel iIlus 
trations of prices in Manitoba, Savkat.' 
chewan arid Alberta.

We sent you along with our price liM 
retail prices of a number of implements 
at five different points in North Dakota 
and three different points in Montana, 
vouching for the accuracy of the jnfor 
mat ion. as we had sent a special man to 
these points for the purpose of securing 
prevailing retail price-. We suggested 
that you print these price- rather than 
Minneapolis prices, pointing out that 
the com parison would be a fairer oriel

Government Figures
However, as a., resnltNoT the, debate irj 

the House on the reduction of duties on 
binders mowers, and reapers from 17% 
per cent, to 12% per cent., official state 
merits have been made regarding freight 
costs arid prices; of binders at various 
points, which, having’been secured thru 
an absolutely disinterested source, will 
perhaps carry more conviction to your 
readers than prices: secured by our com 
parry, a It ho the prices we sent you are 
.just a - reliable as they could be from 
any source.

F hr st as to freight costs -we quote 
Hansard of April 30, No. 7'»,-page 3257:

MR. WHITK I have looked very rare 
fully into the quest.an of freight charges. 
For a period of ov<-r a ;<-ar and a half or 
'■-■O ; ‘-a r» J have been g : ing very full and 
• a refui considération to the question. of the 
d ’ up#»n agricultural implement In view 
o' t f e " -1 a t #•:/,<• nt made here t <- ot «• r r.ig-f 
by rny hon. friend from A * s i n jhoia . ' M r Tur 
riff i v t>i regard to th< rati--- on bind<-r>; at 
Minzc-a pol : - [ deft ire to p ! a c e upon Han:

•'ltd.' for tl.c informal ion of the House, a 
statement as to the difference between the 
freight rates from (’hicago I o < 'umulian 
points and to American pointa opposite Cana­
dian points, and from Toronto or Hamilton, 
to points in the Northwest.

Freight on Binders
1 find that the freight charges upon an

eight foot hinder are as follows*:
From Chicago to -

M inneiipolis ............................... ......................... $ •!.!>()
Fargo, ,\ . 1 >.............................................................. M 1 9
(ira ml Forks, N. 1 )...................  9.10
Valley City. N.I>.   1<U4

'St. Thomas, XT). ...... . ___ .t............ TU.f>3
Devil s I.ake, N.I)............................................ 1 1.31
St. John, N.D. ... *.............. '..................... 1 -.4H
Koeklakc. N.D................................................... I '-.4M
Salles, NfD............................................................ 12.48
1 .ansfonl N.D. ..................................... 1 2.87
Minot, N.D.............................................................. 1 -. H 7
<iardii lia. N.D................'...................................... 12.87
Williston N.D...................................................... 14.82
Havre, Mont......................................................... "J2.8 I
(ireat Falls, Mont............................................. 23.01
Hillings, Mont. . . .................................. 2 1.84
Winnipeg .............. .......................................... 10,5 J
Brandon ................................................................. 1 2.09
Weyhurn .............................................................. lu. 79
Regina .................................................................... 10.1 H
Calgary ................................................................. 22. Oil
K<1 mon ton ........................................................... . . ‘2-2.03

From Hamilton to—-
Winnipeg .............................................................. $12.80
Bra ml oil .......................................   14.40
W e v h il in ................................................•............ 17.40
Regimt ..........................................:......................... 17.80
Calgary ................................................................... 21.00
Kdmonton ............................................................... 24.00

Factory Costs
Following the above st ntement. there 

was some discussion as to the. rotative

the matter fairly, for, after all, it is a hit si 
ness matter. There is an enormous amount 
of capital invested a great deal of Knglisli 
capital in the manufacture of agricultural 
implements in Canada, particularly in On 
tario. So far as the Fast is concerned, there 
is very little difference in the priée of agri 
cultural implements on either side of the line. 
The statement which I will give the commit 
tee, which is taken from the report made by 
Mr. Costello, a very trusted and, I believe, 
competent official of tin* customs department, 
gi\ vs the following as comparative prices, 
cash mi delivery, of eight foot b mlers: -

• United States: Fargo, $117.5(1; (ira ml 
Forks, $147.50; Valley City. $150; D«-\ il’s 
Bake, $150; Hansford. $100, Minot. $100,. 
(lard ieiia, $100; Williston, $105; Havre, 
Mont., $190; Great Falls, $190; Billings, 
$ ! 90.

‘‘Canada: Winnipeg, $100; Brandon,
$100; Weyhurn, $105; Regina, $105, Cal 
gary, $170; Fdmonion, $170.

‘‘‘The difference, therefore, would run 
from $10 down in favor of the price at the 
American points. The committee will hear 
in mind two things that I have mentioned, 
first, that, the Canadian manufacturer is ot 
a disadvantage in respect of freight rates, 
which are higher from Toronto or Hamilton 
to the Canadian West than they are from 
Chicago. Second, the cost of production in 
Hamilton, as shown by I lie returns «if t lie 
.International Harvester Company, a re con 
side raid y higher in that city than they are 
in Chicago. Bearing t ln-se two facts in mind, 
tin' committi-e will have- one explanation at 
least for t In- fact t hat the cash price of 
agricultural implements is somewhat higher 
in tin* ( 'anadiaW est than it is across the 
line

EifT-rniit Equipment
"Ml;. Met OKI: The hon. gentleman, has 

quoied the price «if eight foot binders at dif
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PROTECTION IS ROBBERY
The great <-sl Imok on I In- tarifl’ (|iii'stion in Canada that has ever 
been written is “Sixty Years 1'rot eel ion in Canada/’ by Edward 
Porritt. It deals with the tarif! <|iiestion fully, and is written in 
very plain, simple language, so that it can bo easily understood 
by every farmer. No man who reads 1 his book can fail to see 
where the prot eel ed rnanulaet firers are using the protective tariff 
to increase their own great wealth at the expense of the common 
people. Mr. Porritt shows particularly how the farmers have, 
been plundered on practically everything they buy. Free trade 
in agricultural implements alone would mean a saving of a great 
many dollars every year to every farmer. Free trade in other 
articles would mean even a greater saving. The whole inside 
story of the Manufacturers’ Association, watered stock, political 
corruption and broken pledges, is given in tIds famous book. It 
contains 500 pages of large print and is handsomely hound in red 
covers. Postpaid to any address in Canada for $1.25.

HOOK DEPT., CRAIN CKO.WERS’ Cl IDE, WIYnIPEC

fuel orv costs of bimlfTH mado in Chicago 
an<1 Hamilton, the miriixtor of finance 
•,u\ vising that, speaking from recolloe 
t ion the difference was either $7.00 or 
$0.00 on n n 8 ft. binder. Then followed 
a discu.Hbiori of relative price'» in the 
two cour.trieH, which we quote from 
Hansard, \>uges 3258 and 3250, as fol­
lows:

MR. WHITK: I h«;nt a r«q>r<-h«-ulat i v«-
from rn> office, to look into th«- factory coM 
in both plarcK. In add it i«m to that, as long 
ago a-. D«-«cmher, 1912, 1 anked the cotmiiih 
.- .oro-r of ctjKtorrih t,#< Hand a reprenentative 
i o our (.'ariadiari manufacturera <>f agricul­
tural irn{jlernenth ami to thoae engaged in the 
buhineah in the United Hta tea, and alao t«< 
11. « : r a gen ta along the border, with a view 
of a •-certain ing aa accurately an poaaible the 
«I fference in the belling price of agricultural 
implement a on either aide of the line. That 
report wan made. It c on tain a a good deal 
of matter that ia confidential, and necea 
a aril;. becauae our ag«riit wan gt v«-ri a <•«•<■ a a 
•to the hook t and waa treated iri a very fair 
faahion by all t )i e manu facturera. I have in 
my pohHeaaion a record of the aelling pro ey 

■ hicti might form a haaia of cornpariaon for 
poiiif- in Canada with pointa in Dd- (,'nit.ed 
State*1, when; freight rate a are at all e^ual. 
I mention thia to ahow that the matter h a a 
recer.-ed very careful and' full conaideration 
on the part of the government.

'MR. MACf/KAN; Cou !d the rniniater 
rr.ak.i t!;,t Ktatement part of I r- r e mark a h;
' ending .t -to Hanaard ' V.V.uId th«-r<- he 
•i r ■ obj«-ct.ion to that ? *

Selling Price In U.8
MR. WHITK: No, i1 think not I tm 

a-, anxious aa rny hon friend ia. to deal with

fa noil. pointa. Are Hich<; bimlerFi hj>\. turn«-«l 
«nit m ith different attachrnenta at the differ 
«•nt pointa

MR. WHITK : A -atateimtnt which I have 
lien- in that rega rd hay a that the. Canadian 
manufacturera of bindera aupply an ext ra 
«•«jiiipim nt conaiating of a knife, etc., valu«-«l 
at about $7. N'li ia ext i;a «-«juipment ia not 
• applied izi tin- I 'nited Ktatea.

"MR. M«( <) 1 (/ 'J in- bindera atipplied b> 
Uhicago firirih an- e.quiprx-d with only one 
Knife, wlw-r.eaa th«- Canadian, man u facto r<- ra 
'.apply an extra knife. h, home eaaen with 
the American bindera one may obtain a pole, 
truck for $15 extra, and a t run sport truck 
for $10 extra.

MR. WHIN'K: 'l'Ue «-ornparative flg«; tea 
which I have given an in each caae for an 
eight foot hinder I anderataicl that the 
Canadian machine, at the price which 1 liav«i 
mentioned, carriea an extra knif<- and cer 
tain other equipment valued at $7, which ia 
not carried by the American binder. In an 
► wit to enquiriea made, tel «-gram a have been 
r« « « iv« d from the following flrm-a. in North 
Dakota, atating the cash retail ai-lling price 
of eight foot bindera ; Bewia ftnjy Durocher, 
Ht. John, $155; A i t k «m a and Bea, Rocklake, 
$155 D. CI .M.«-fntoah, Kt N’homaa, $155, 
ii a /.«•left and .' aiamith Harlea, $100.’’
Claims Government Figures Accurate

Here then, at last, we have a disinter- 
ested and authoritative statement, which 
eannoA he gainsaid, as to prices of 
hinders h\f&rrners at a ntmiher of points 
in the Western States along the I n’er 
national boundary, also a statement of 
comparative freight costs nt a number 
of important centres.

Referring to the above report of Mr.

Costello; first of all as to freight costs 
you will see Hint the cost of laying a 
hinder down in Minneapolis from Chi 
cage is ÿli.lMI, as compared with from 
Hamilton "to Winnipeg $12.80, or Bran­
don $14.4(1. .Our price list, which you 
quoted, provided for the delivery of 
the hinder at any point in Southern or 
« 'entrai Manitoba, ami in very many 
cases this involves the Winnipeg or 
Urnndon freight, as indicated above, 
plus local freight from these points to 
the customer's station in fact, we cal 
dilate that our average freight is the 
Winnipeg freight plus about $5.50, so 
lliai in your comparison you were put 
ting a freight of $8,00 per binder 
against an average freight of $18,50.

More Comparisons
Now as to prices we are going to 

compare the prices secured by the gov­
ernment official with various points on 
the Canadian side of the border, select 
ing towns as nearly directly north of 
tin- United Stales towns mentioned as 
is possible'.

Cargo is on I he border of Minnesota 
-.ni North Dakota, and practically 

directly south of Winnipeg. Mr. Cos­
tello gives the price of an 8 ft. binder 
at that point as $147.50; our price for 
a a H ft, binder, having an additional 
knife and an additional pitman, at Win 
nipeg is $1(14.00, bol our price at Win­
nipeg has to cover the possibility of de 
livery at any point in Central or South 
era Manitoba. The freight to Fargo 
on a binder from Chicago, as shown 
above, amounts to $8.1!), whereas the 
freight to Winnipeg from Hamilton is 
shown as $ 12.80.

Valley city is practically directly 
south of Morden. At. this point the 
price of an 8 ft. binder is shown as 
$150.00; at Morden our price, including 
an extra knife uml an extra pitman, 
is $1(14.00.

Devil's hake is practically directly 
south of Pilot Mound. The price at 
Devil's hake is quoted af $150.00; at 
Pilot Mound, Carberry or Brandon, with 
the extra equipment mentioned above, 
our price is $1(14.00.

Minot and hansJ'ord are practically 
directly south of Y i i dea, Heston, Na- 
pink a arid Melita. The price quoted at 
hansford and Minot is $100.00. ‘The 
price of our binder, with an extra knife 
and an extra pitman, at the Canadian 
points mentioned is $104.-00, whereas 
the freight from Chicago I y hansford 
and Minot, is practically identical wjth 
the freight from Hamilton to Winnipeg 
only.

Prices Identical
Williston, North Dakota, is practical 

Iv dirc'-tly south of Regina or Wey 
burn. The retail price of an 8 ft. bin 
der, as quoted liv the government offl- 
eial, is $ 105.(81. The retail price of our 
8 ft. binder, with the additional equip­
ment of one extra knife and one extra 
pitman, is $105.00 at. Regina or Wey- 
Inirn, or at any other agency covering a 
comparatively wide area with Regina 
as a centre.

The table of freight costs shows that 
the cost of laying down a binder at 
Williston from Chicago is $14.82; from 
Hamilton to Regina $ 17.80.

At Havre arid Billings, Mont., whi<;h 
are nearly directly south of Maple 
Creek, Bask., an 8 ft. binder is quoted 
at $100.00; our binder at Maple Creek, 
with an extra knife and an extra pit­
man, costs the Canadian farmer $168.oil.

(irand Falls, Mont., while not so far 
west, as I>etbbridge, Calgary or Edmon­
ton, is the farthest west quoted bv the 
government official. The retail price 
of an 8 ft. binder there, is given at 
$100.00; our retail, price of an 8 ft. 
hinder, including the cxtni knife and 
the extra pitman, delivered anywhere

Continued on t'use 18


