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This bunch should

eign market, they should be judged by giving 50 
points for excellence below the knee and hock, and 
50 above that for the qualities of building up a 
good body. This system of judging would grad
ually encourage size and substance. Unless 
breeders attend to this right away, the days of my 
favorite horse, the Clydesdale, are doomed in 
Canada. I am sorry to have to write such a letter, 
and I hope Scotch breeders will make an effort 
to keep up the name of the Clydesdale in 
Canada."

STOCK

Our Scottish Letter
The
The

In the little Island, April has begun well, 
air is still very cold, but the glass is rising, 
extreme moisture is being dried up and although we 
have not as much dust flying as one likes to sec in a 
genuine spring, if the experience of the first two days 
continues we will not be so very badly off. The out
look for hill farmers is anything but re-assuring. 
Lambs are plentiful on the low-lands, and a sorry time 
they have had of it. They will be appearing on the 
hills immediately, and the ewes are only in very 
moderate condition after their wretched experiences 
in March. Turnips were a big crop for weight and 
have turned out a poor crop in respect of feeding 
quality. Potatoes were another bumper crop with a 
minimum of disease, and the price realized has been 
disastrously low. Altogether the British farmer faces 
the agricultural year 1909-1910 distinctly depres .ed 
in spirit. He may be a confirmed grumbler, but even 
his keenest enemies will this yeai agree that he ha 
good ground for a prolonged and comfortable grumble.

And yet farmers do occasionally even yet make a 
little money. One of the shrewdest of the Renfrew
shire men recently passed away, leaving no less, than 
£19,461. This is a most respectable fortune, and it 
shows what can still be done in British farming by a 
man who understands his business and has a good 
subject to work with. Dairy farmers did well in 
1908, and the probability is that they will do equally 
well in 1909.

ARMY REMOUNT PROBLEM

Great Britain is face to face with two problems 
affecting national defence. The one concerns the 
building of "Dreadnoughts,” and the other the supply 
of a sutficient reserve of army horses in time of war. 
About the shipbuilding programme we know little. 
It appears to be sound policy to have as many 
“Dreadnoughts” as possible, although they are rather 
costly toys. The greatest of all British and world 
interests is peace, and the way to preserve peace is to 
be prepared for war. This cannot be done without 
horses, and the question is “When is the government 
going to tackle this question in dead earnest?" 
When is Lord Carrington to be provided with funds 
to start his horse-breeding scheme on a sensible scale?

At present the breeder of horses is told 
that he will get £30 apiece for army horses at five 
years old, and although he is patriotic, he declines the 
proposition, and looks to breeding another class of 
animals altogether. He can always make more 
monev breeding Clydesdales or Shires, and when his 
young horses have reached two years old he will get 
£30 apiece for them and a minimum of trouble and 
expense in looking after them compared with the 
expense of keeping army horses until they are five 
years old. But neither Clydesdales nor Shires can 
mount infantry or cavalry, and some greater induce
ment than that now offered will require to be present
ed or the horses wanted for the army will never be 
bred by the farmer. The War Office must arrange 
to take the horses at three vears old, that is, they are
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average over 1700 lbs.

to become their property and remain so. If they do 
not take delivery, they remain in the farmer’s hands 
but at the government’s risk. Another idea is to 
pay the fanner a bounty on every horse he keeps 
adapted for purposes of national defence. This idea 
is borrowed from the system of subsidizing ship
owners for certain of their ships which are at the 
government’s call. In any case it is idle to talk 
about getting farmers to breed army horses for 
£30 apiece at five years old Fanners are not phil
anthropists; they cannot afford luxuries, and if the 
State is to be defended, the State must pay for the 
defence.

In connection with this question, one gentleman 
has advanced a humorous idea. He offers to lend the 
government a big sum of money at nominal interest 
to establish horse-breeding establishments in England. 
He attaches the condition that 300 Hackney stallions 
should be used in these every year. The idea of 
mounting the British army on the produce of Hackney 
stallions is good. The man who makes such a pro 
position has doubtless plenty of money, but he has 
only a modicum of common-sense. Hackneys have 
their own place in equine economy, and an occasional 
Hunter has been heard of having a Hackney cross in 
his blood. But the idea of breeding riding horses, 
chargers and remounts for cavalry and infantry from 
Hackneys is too absurdly funny. The Hackney is 
a driving horse or he is nothing. It may be a good 
thing for driving purposes that he should have "riding 
shoulders” but the idea of making a riding horse out 
of a Hackney does not require to be discussed. Ire 
land is determined to have nothing to do with Hack 
neys, lest the value of the hunters bred in Ireland 
should be impaired. This is intelligible policy from 
the standpoint of the Irish breeder, but nothing mon- 
need be said regarding it. At the London Hunter 
Show the champion was an Irish-bred horse and a 
lovely specimen of the riding hi >rse at that The most 
notable feature of the London Hunter Show of 
1909 was the victory in the produce group competition 
of a ‘‘Hunter’’ sire—that is a horse that would not be 
accepted for registration in the General Stud Book. 
The idea in orthodox horse quarters is that there is 
only one real breed in the world, the English Thor
oughbred. A horse may have 18 crosses of thor
oughbred blood in his pedigree, but these orthodox 
persons brand him as a half-bred, because he will not 
register under Wetherby’s rules. The Hunter Im
provement Society registers in its Stud Book horses 
with far less than 18 crosses of thoroughbred blood, 
and calls these horses Hunter sires. One of these 
horses easily beat all the thoroughbreds pitted against 
him as a sire of groups at the recent show.

MEAT TRADE IN CRITICAL CONDITION

Keen debate is going on here regarding the situa
tion in the meat trade. The decay of cattle imports

: a startling phenomenon for our sapient municipal 
rulers in Glasgow. They have built splendid new 
a barf ages and Lai rage at Mt-rk lands, and the cattle 
d 1 not come. The shipper from Canada and the 
1 cited States declines to send cattle to Glasgow.
I he butchers here some years ago made a "ring” 
ud ci instituted themselves a court of appeal for 
bidding any member of their company, on pain of 
ruthless boycotting, to purchase or bid for cattle, 
siicci1. or [»iys filtered fur sale in anv market in 
which representatives of co-operative stores were al
lowed to purchase or bid. This restricted the area 
-d competition among buyers Consequently, after 
losing heavily for years, the shippers have at length 
uhandi med the field, and the Glasgow authorities are 
left to < hew the bn ter < ud of remorse for then su pi in- 
attitude towards the boycott. Several prominent 
members of the butcher trade are on the Town 
Council, and they manage to dominate its policy in 
this particular. So far as farmers are concerned, 
this probably operates to their advantage rather 
than their disadvantage. For years they have been 
clamoring for a dead-meat trade in cattle brought 
ovei sea, and now without legislative intervention of 
any kind, they seem likely to get it. As the imports 
of live cattle have decreased, the imports of dead 
meat have increased. But it is said the sources of 
supply are not the same. The Argentine is largely 
responsible for the dead-meat supplies, and in the 
United States the future is being viewed with a 
measure of apprehension. Iri spile of these omens, 
favorable to the Bntis h farmer, as one would suppose, 
the meat trade at present is not in a good way. 
Prices rule low. The demand does not seem to in
crease, and in spite of symptoms of revival in some 
departments of trade, live stock quotations show a 
steady fall. All tins is somewhat puzzling, and at 
present we don’t quite know where we are. At the 
same time, feeling as between farmers and butchers is 
running high on account of the demand by the butch 
ers for an express warranty of soundness with each 
fat animal that they purchase Because of their 
determination to enforce this, matters m some mar
kets have come to a deadlock. The situation is 
strained to a degree, and the north of Scotland 
farmers have formed themselves into a Defence 
Association.

WHO PAYS THE DUTY

The question of the incidence of tariff rate is being 
argued here m connection with the exportation of 
potatoes to the United States. Uncle Sam puts on a 
tariff of UN 1 I per ton, and as we had a bumper 
crop and little disease in 1908, some farmers and 
merchants have been shipping to the United States. 
The duty imposed by the intelligent, mean-spirited 
Yankee is almost equivalent to the price per ton 
that the farmer here can obtain for his potatoes. 
Consequently Uncle Sam’s children are paying from 
/A to £5-1.0 per ton for potatoes, an abundant supply 
of which could reach him at the much easier figure 
of from £3 to £3 15 per ton if it were not for his ir
rational tariff. He pays it himself, but its existence 
prevents many here from shipping who would gladly 
do so. The United States would consume plenty 
British potatoes if they could get them at a sufficiently 
cheap rate, but most people are disposed to fight shy 
of food which costs £5 to £5-10 per ton

SHORTHORN SALES

We have had quite a number of Shorthorn sales 
lately in the north of England. Prices ruled fair. 
The South American buyers were the best operators. 
They purchased the best at all the sales. Messrs. 
Macdonald, Fraser & Co Ltd , opened a new sale at 
Darlington on 11th March, and a week later Messrs. 
Thomton-& < < i . London, conducted their usual spring 
sale at York. Another sale takes place shortly at 
Beverly in Yorkshire, and a very notable sale will be 
held at Caledon, Co. Tyrone, Ireland, on Kith mst. 
Tin -, will be t he most notable sale held for many a day. 
The dlspêrsiôn of so notable a herd as that of Caledon 
i- a matter of widespread public interest. The great 
bull "Sign of Riches" made the Caledon herd, and 
the constituent of the existing herd are wholly Scots.

Scotland Yet.”
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Being fed by Mr. Riley of High River


