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note and comment.

We have a Baptist in our church 
worth $200,000, and he takes n j 
Baptist paper, and says he is not able 
to take o.ie.—Rel. Herald. What 
about Methodists!

“The danger of popular govern
ment,'’ says Harper’s YVeMy, “ is not 
the ignorance and recklessness of the 
criminal classes; it is the indifference 
of the intelligent classes.”

Someone says: “ The most effi
cient night policeman employed in 
great cities at the present day is the 
electric light, which stands at the 
street corner throughout the winter’s 
night, silent, unbribed, and without 
the smell of whiskey about it.”

Neither high nor low tariffs will 
bring solid prosperity to any people, a 
large proportion of whose grown men 
are idlers, and who worse than waste 
hundreds of millions of dollars yearly 
in whiskey-drinking. The political 
economist who does not see this is 
blind as a bat.—Nashville Adv.

Preaching on a recent Sunday Mr. 
Spurgeon remarked that the distinc
tions of the Athanasian Creed were 
doubtless absolutely necessary at the 
time it was written. He, however, 
liked the Creed of Thomas, “ My 
Lord and my God,’’ much better. It 
was short and pithy,and no man could 
call Jesus, Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost.

The practice of allowing your chil
dren, because they are not members 
of the Church, to do what your con
science will not allow you to do, is 
ruinous. They will have no con
fidence in your religion, and then no 
confidence in any religion. Children 
believe in a religion that makes you 
strong enough to do right even at their 
cost.—Alethodist Advance.

A man may love his home and yet 
be a loyal citizen; and a Christian 
may love his Church, and yet be 
adorned with every Christian grace. 
A man who is ever pottering about 
other people’s patches will seldom 
raise potatoes for his own household ; 
and professors who are so full of the 
union spirit that they are always visit
ing neighboring churches to the 
neglect of their own, will prove use
less furniture in their own congrega
tions.—Texas Adv.

Let science shine ! “ What sort of
a religion,” asks the Central 'Presby
terian, would that be which should 
proclaim that it was afraid of invest
igation, and trembled before the 
letting in of the light ? That is 
Romanism ; it is not the free and bold 
spirit of Protestant inquiry. It is 
not the spirit of Luther. Had it 
been acquiesced in, we should never 
Tiave had the Reformation. No, let 
the light c ime, and when it conies it 
will illuminate and vindicate every 
page of God’s Word.

Do we want to continue the saloon ? 
The only place in the world where 
young men are taught that there is 
not an honorable woman on earth is 
in the saloon; obscene stories are at a 
premium; a large percentage of the 
robberies are planned in the saloon; 
the vile schemes are there concocted 
with the drinks. No man of character 
ever thinks of stopping long in these 
dens of vice. Why continue them, 
is the question to be answered this 
fall at the ballot box— X. Y . 
News.

Does not the blame For the wide
spread prevalence of divorce belong, 
to some extent, to those parents who 
encourage and sanction hasty and 
loveless marriages, to interested 
mothers, and to those young people 
who so thoughtlessly take upon them
selves the solemn vows which ought 
to be binding for a life-'ime ! And is 
not the very class of novels which we 
dt precate responsible for teaching 
their leaders to regard the marriage 
tie as one that can be lightly 
broken !—X. Y. Adv.

Many persons join the minister and 
not the church. While their favorite 
pastor remains they are full of interest 
and zeal Tor the cause, but when he is 
removed tneir Zi tl suddenly abates, 
and they seem to cave hut little wheth
er the ( hutch lives or dies. Such per 
sons are not reliable, and any cause 
that has not truer friends and more 
faithful and consistent supporters, is 
not likely to succeed. We cannot 
always have our preference. O'hers 
may have different tastes, anil they 
have as piod a right to be gratified as 
We h ive. • tor devotion to the church 
should rise above all preferences for 
individuals, and if the pastor, in our 
estimation, lacks in any particular, we 
should bo the more faithful, that the 
church may not suffer loss. We should 
prefer “ Jerusalem above our chief 
joy. Mithidld Record' r.

A contributor in the Christian 
Evangelist, referring to a proposition of 
an Armenian missionary to send over 
young men from that country to ours 
to serve as apprentices in different 
trades, thinks that, while “ we are 
educating missionary preachers we 
should also educate missionary mech
anics. ” There is certainly a valuable 
idea here, if it could be wisely de
veloped. Christian mechanics might 
aid in the evangelization of the world 
in this way as much as the prosperous 
merchants who give their thousands 
to the cause of missions. — Western 
Adv.

For a long time I hunted for words 
with which to describe a certain 
something that I was detecting in 
certain preachers, and that would in
variably send me away from divine 
service in an unblest condition. < A 
few years ago, I found it labeled, in 
“Preparation and Delivery of Ser
mons,” by Dr. Bruadus, the “holy 
whine.” “ Holy whine !” That 

1 struck me, and abides with me. It 
is gradually dying out in most of our 
pulpits, but there is a sprinkling of it 
left in the sermons, prayers, and ex. 
hortations of some very clever men. 
-In Richmond Adv.

One of the seven Commencement 
speakers at Harvard University this 
year will be a colored man named 
Robert Heberton Terrell, of whom 
the Boston Journal gives the follow
ing sketch : “ Bom in Glen Cove,
Va., in 1857, of slave parents, he 
came to Massachusetts at sixteen, 
having attained a common school 
education at Washington. He was 
waiter at Memorial Hall when he was 
encouraged to go to college. He 
earned enough to pay for his prepara
tion and entered Harvard in 1880, 
having but three conditions. Three 
hundred dollars a year has since paid 
his way.

In reference to the York Con
vocation the Record says : We
observe that the motion ip favo r of 
establishing a ministry of women, 
in harmony with the primitive sys
tem of deaconesses, was postponed. 
Churchmen should be prepared jfo 
meet these questions. It is quite 
evident that there is now to be a 
crusade on behalf of Sisterhoods, and 
that they are to be brought forward in 
all directions at Conferences and other 
gatherings, apparently with the object 
of procuring some official recognition 
for conventual institutions formed on 
a type more or less Roman.

A comparatively young man, a 
graduate of Dartmouth, an educated 
physician in practice, esteemed when 
hiinselt, the son of a much-respected 
physician, is now in our city jail for 
murder. While inti.xicated, with the 
slightest provocation, he shot through 
the heart a drinking companion in a 
liquor saloon in our city. Even the 
daily press, which is not over zealous 
for temperance, falls to moralizing 
over this shocking incident, while 
those who, in season and out, are 
consistently seeking to destroy the 
sale of this maddening and murderous 
poison which thus inflames the pas
sions and dethrones the reason, are 
styled fanatics !—Zion’s Herald.

I Would it not be a good idea f< r 
boards of stewards to adopt the month
ly system of payments with the people, 
as well as with their preacher, and 

: thus conduct the business affairs of the 
j Church like business men f The old 
I plan of dragging along, falling behind 

every month and every quarter, and 
! then, after herculean efforts, hardly 
getting up at the close of the year, 
should be relegated to the moles and 
bats. The business of the Church 
should bo conducted upon business 
principles, and only on this line can 
we hope for success. Now is the time 
to begin the work. — Central Meth
udl.lt.

President M'Cullagh, in winding up 
1 his excellent missionary speech in 

Exeter Hall, made the following strik
ing and valuable allusion to certain 
recent utterances : “ In relation to
this enterprise there are mountain 
difficulties- and prudence, which 
somebody characterises as a ‘nasty 
little virtue,’ might say, ‘Do not 
touch that matter: do nut engage in 
that enterprise; ’ but there lias been 
a discovery of a new virtue, the dis
coverer of which has called it ‘Chris
tian audacity. ’ Are we to act upon 
that ! I do not want the auila :ity of 
the French revolutionist who adopted 
as his motto, ‘L audace. I audace 
toujours;’ I do not want the auda
city of the Cardinal, an extract from 
whose speech the chairman has given 
us; but 1 do want whatever audacity 
there may be in that Scripture, ‘God 
hath not given us the spirit of fear, 
but of power, of courage, and of a 
Sound mind." — London Methodist.

AFRICA WAITING.
At the recent annual meet

ing of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society, in London, the Rev. Owen 
Watkins, now visiting England in 
behalf of. Africa, gave an address 
which called forth repeated applause, 
and several large subscriptions. We 
give portions of his address :

God himself has been working in a 
marvellous and wonderful way, 
and thousands of natives have come 
down from the dim, mysterious inter
ior to the English colonies of the 
Diamond Fields, seeking work in 
order that they may gain money. For 
you know the black man likes money 
nearly as much as a white man. They 
come to receive wages and to work, 
and then perhaps, after a few months, 
or it may be a year, they return to 
their distant homes, some of them, 
alas ! carrying with them only the 
vices of the white man, but others 
thank God ! coming in contact with 
the Methodist preachers of the Dia
mond Fields, like Father Calvert and 
othèrs. Some of these men have 
gone back, walking six, seven, eight, 
and nine hundred miles on foot, and 
when they have gone back they have 
become unconscious missionaries. . . 
Well, when these men came back, the 
people of their own families heard, the 
tidings spread, and the people of other 
families heard, and so the work went 
on. In Macapin’s tribe seventy-five 
miles north of Pretoria, where I bap
tised 120 souls in one day, a man is 
labouring who became converted and 
took a school. He had no slate or 
copy-book, and as for pens, ink, and 
pencils, ‘ far be it from thy servant. ’ 
He had never dreamed of such a thing. 
The only book he had was a Dutch 
Bible, and the language of the people 
was Sisuta. Before that man knew 
that he was separated to the work of 
a minister, he had a chapel built and a 
school established, and a living church 
walking in the fear of the Lord and in 
the comfort of the Holy Ghost. I did 
want to talk to you to-day about 
Samuel Matabathe—I do not know 
what you call him. I had been la
bouring some years in the darkness of 
the northern portion of the Transvaal, 
close by the Limpopo. I had never 
heard of the man. The tradition of 
Samuel had died out in the town 
where I spent four years of my life ; 
but one day there came to me in Pre
toria a little man with one eye, but an 
awfully sharp eye, that he could see 
as much with as most men can see 
with two. He begged me to be kind 
enough to go and see him, and he told 
me that he, in a certain tribe, had 
built a church to hold five hundred 
people ; that he belonged to me ; and 
the little fellow with his one eye 
looked at me, and said, ‘ You know, 
sir, you are my father. ’ Now, seeing 
that he appeared t > be old enough to be 
my father, I thought that was rather 
strong. But he told me about the 
work of God there. I arranged that 
he should be visited, and that the 
work of the Lord in the tribe should 
be incorporated with the Methodist 
churches. When he had fulfilled his 
object, and gained my consent to let 
my colleague return at once to carry 
the glad tidings that the Methodists 
would take them under its wing, lie 
said, ‘ About fifty miles from where I 
live there is a real Methodist.’ ‘Well,’ 
said I, ‘are you not a real Methodist!’ 
‘ 1 want to be,’ he replied. * 1 have 
often heard Methodist preachers, but 
there is a man named Samuel, who 
has been at work for years, and he is 
a downright Methodist—lie won’t be 
anything else ‘ Ah,' I thought to 
myself,’ ‘ SanK't-1 and 1 will be good 
friends’ that is the ‘ ism for me. I 
believe in ' ism*,’ and I do not 
believe in men who have not got 
an ‘ ism.’ 1 would as soon believe in
a man who has not got a family. De
pend upon it, when you meet any such 
individual he is not up to much when 
you have counted him up. By-and-by 
Samuel came down to see me ; 1 sent 
him a very nice letter ; I told him all 
the sweet things I could talk about ; 
and I had to stretch my faith’s capacity

wider and wider still as I told what don Society, the University Missions, duced woman's medical work into la
the Missionary Committee would do the Church Missionary Society are dia and China, and now has the prib
and say when they heard of Samuel all there ; but our people, although 
Matabathe. However, Samuel did 4 millions are waiting for us, are not 
not know them as well as I did. He there. Men and women of Methodism 
came down to see me one day, and I I have come 8,000 miles to ask you, 
shall never forget it. A native never Shall not this reproach be taker away! 
travels alone ; if a man has a message Shall we not go up and possess the 
from a chief there are always three or land in the name of the Lord Jesus !
four who come down to hear that he __________. m ___________
delivered it straight ; and when they 
go back they take care that he deliv
ers correctly the message that he re- The following is part of the report of them, 
ceives. So there were four men who the Woman's Foreign Missionary So-

WOMAX'S WORK FOR YVOMAX.

ilege also of introducing it into Japan, 
by the appointment of Miss Hamisfar, 
m. n., to Hakodati, who arrived there 
in December.

Of the fifty missionaries in the field, 
eight are medical women, and it is es
timated that through their ministra
tions annually between thirty and 
forty thousand heathen women have 
the Gospel of Christ presented to

came to me, and, naturally, as I am ciety of the Methodist Episcopal 
a little man, I looked for the biggest Church : Since the organization of 
man of the company, thinking that the Society medical work has been 
he must certainly be the heroic man found to be one of the most impor- 
who had been holding the fort for ! tant agencies for reaching and helping 
nine years, unknown, unpaid, unre- heathen women, and through its in

fluence a foothold is being gained 
both in India and China. Every
where the physician is received’kindly,

cognised, who had maintained the 
purity of his life and character, and 
had exercised Methodist discipline in 
the churches that God had raised up. 
I thought he must be a big man. So 
he is ; but he has a little body with a 
big souL He told me his story, all 
unconscious of his sublime heroism. 
He told me his tale as a little child 
would tell its mother or its father 
where it had been out to play. He 
did not know that he had done any
thing different from any other re
deemed "hild of God, and hie little 
frame, with his big heart inside it, 
quivered as he looked at me earnestly, 
and said, ‘ Oh, sir, I knew that my 
own missionaries would be sure to 
march into the interior some day, and 
then they would find me.’ 1 went to 
see Samuel twelve months ago. He 
had been looking out for me for some 
days. They are very keen-eyed in 
that country, where the atmosphere 
ia not troebled with fog, and they saw 
me, aa the father saw the prodigal 
son, afar off I expect I was about as 
longeox-Sdfrlo them ea the prodigal 
was in going home. When they saw 
me on the top of the hill where their 
village is, I saw the people in a great 
commotion ; the men and women, the 
boys and girls, were running from hut 
to hut, from kraal to kraal, and they 
raised the cry, ‘ The missionary, our 
own missionary, is coming at last. ’ 
Then the guns fired a salute. Of 
course, I did not take it to myself— 
it was a salute for the committee in 
Bishopgate Street Within. Then the 
people came down the hillside, and 
then when the first party met me, 
being a discreet sort of man, and get
ting old, I stood still, and began 
shaking hands. But you know it is

HELP HIM.
Mr. Spurgeon, in answer to a mem

ber of an almost deserted church, who 
writes inquiring how it maj- be filled 
again with worshippers, lias given 
some excellent advice which may be 
useful to other people elsewhere. He 
says :

“ Quite enough for the pastor to fill 
the pulpit well, and that filling of the 
pews depended upon the zeal, the 
earnestness, and the diligence of those 
with whom he commenced his minis
try ; if they would support him by

and doors long barred against every 
other influence have yielded to this 
Christian agency.

Women from city and village come 
to receive treatment at the hospitals, 
and in each case the patient is told of their earnest co-operation, the mcot-
the Great Physician, and frequently 
after recovery these women have re
mained to be instructed more perfect
ly in the “ true and living way.” In 
Tientsin, China, the “ Isabella Fisher 
Hospital” has been erected through 
the liberality of a friend in Balti
more, by the gift of $5,000 ; and in 
this city, in a single year, as many as 
10,000 patients have received treat
ment from our medical missionaries. 
Miss Howard’s skill and popularity 
here have received another attestation 
from the Viceroy, Li Hung Chang, 
who made requisition for her services 
for his aged mother, and also in the 
gift of that heathen woman of one 
thousand dollars to carry on Miss How
ard’s medical work. Mias Akers, M. 
d. , was sent out in 1887* to the lufilllt-’j 
ance of Dr. Howard.

The success of this branch of the 
work in the city of Foo Chow, under 
the superintendence of Drs. Trask and 
Sparr, has been remarkable. Miss 
Sparr has just returned, and Miss 
Corey, m. d. , has gone to assist Miss 
Trask. Their judicious management 
has placed the work on a permanent 
basis. It grows steadily in interest and 
favor, as evidenced by the increased 
number of patients over other years, 
in greater faith manifested in foreign 
drugs, and confidence in foreign phy
sicians. A second dispensary has been

ing house would soon be full. I 
remember, when I first came to Lon
don, preaching to eighty or ninety in a 
large chapel, but my little congrega
tion thought well of me, and induced 
others to come and fill the place. 1 
always impute my early success to my 
warm-hearted people, for they were so 
earnest and enthusiastic in their lov
ing appreciation of ‘ the young man 
from ‘he country ’ that they were 
never tired of sounding his praise». 
If you, any of you, art mourning over 
empty pews in your place of worship, 
I would advise you to praise up your 
minister.

“ Another one say» : “Do not be 
afraid of doing too much for him. If 
he has a conscientious appreciation of 
hi» duties, no man can carry about 
with him higher views of life or more 
pressing anxieties and responsibilities.* 
Hi» labours for the race, especii “ 
own flock, extend from the cr 
the grave. Help him."

THE REASON.
Perhaps some reader of this para» 

graph may wonder why he or she 
makes no progress toward a better 
life. You often think about it, often 
make good resolutions, and perhaps 
some earnest prayers. Yet all • he 
time you are holding fast to your sins, 
unwilling to cut loose from them. I 
have seen a steamer at the wharf start 
its engine, and while the propeller 
was churning the water at the stern,
the vessel did not move. A stout 

opened in this city, known as the hawser held it to the pier : as soon as
possible even to have too much of a East Street Dispensary, and over tho rope waa “cast off’ the steamer 
good thing, and I had to shake hands 3300 subscribed by Chinese gentle- atarted. That vessel was not “well 
with every man, woman, and every men, for building a hospital for wo- put>- f„r ita voyage until it was de
boy and girl, aye, and with every men and children. Here a Chinese tached from the wharf, and could use 
baby that they had in the village ; | girl conducts clinical lectures. Dur- iu motive power unhindered. I do 
they were all brought to me till my ! ing the past year over 3000 patients ,10t care what be the sin that holds 
arms aclipfl~^gam%nd I thr.u*Ut-4-., have been treated in the two hos- you back, so that it keeps your soul 

should like to have the President and 
ex-President to hold up my arms.
Well, if God spares me 1 will go back 
again. Let me just say that beyond 
the Limpopo, the northern boundary 
of the Transvaal, there are four men, 
whose names I do not yet know, who
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have been labouring for years, who native preachers, a young woman of ! you will continue to fail as long as you 
have never yet seen a Methodist min
ister, a minister of their Church, a- 
they say. They have planted church
es there in the wilderness, and they 
are begging that you will send your 
missionaries to them. Do you know 
that it is the re.ion of which it 
it is prophesied that “ The kings of 
Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts" to 
King Jesus ! The men are labouring 
here to day, and they are waiting for 
us. Then beyond the Zambesi there 
is a young man, a grandson of a great 
chief. He had been to Kitnb rL i, 
where he was converted, and lie has 
gone off carrying Bibles and M'-tLio- 
dist books to the region beyond the 
Zambesi, and he will come l ack to : he 
Transvaal next year to take me u>
Zambesi, if you will find the money.
Now, do you mean to have a si.are in 
the work ill Central Africa ! Do you 
know, my tear friends, that we are 
the otilj’ great Missionary Society not 
found in the centre of Africa > Shall 
not this repn ach be taken away from 
Methodism ? The Bap ist, the L in-

rare ability, be brought to this coun- try p, 
try to remain and complete 1er medi- i very ; 
cal education, that she may go l ack 
qualified to uplift the womanhood df 
China. This incident gives pi omise 
to the progress of Christianity m this 
old Empire. Medical work lias also 
been commenced m Ctiiu Liang, China, 
by the appointment of Miss Hoag, 
m. r>.

In Bartily, India, the medical w r 
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the two hos*
pitto~of the city, and about 300 from a full, honest surrender to Jesus 
surgical dp6t4dipna performed. Four Christ. Cost what it may, make a 
medical students TitTve-lfeen added the ciean breast of it in confession to God, 
past year, but the most ’ftynarkable aI,J clean work of it in renouncing 
event was the appeal made to tïïè the sin. You cannot cling to your 
ciety recently, asking that one of these ajh% and cling to your Saviour too. 
students, the daughter of one of the Up to' tliTkiffifu yuujiayt:


